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• As a result of recent legislation, administration of NESP was transitioned 
from the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) to the Illinois Student 
Assistance Commission (ISAC) during the 2022-23 award year

• To minimize disruptions to students and institutions, it was decided that IDPH 
would manage the application and awarding process for the 2022-23 award 
year, and transition to ISAC for the disbursement process

• IDPH and ISAC have worked in partnership to build the needed systems to 
transfer required documentation and integrate program administration into 
ISAC processing 
o Additional guidance and resources will be provided as these activities progress

Nursing Education Scholarship 
Program (NESP)



NESP - Overview
• The 2023 fiscal year, July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023, appropriation is 

$400,000,000

• The goal of the NESP Scholarship Program is to increase the number of 
nurses available for employment in Illinois

• Students pursuing a certificate in practical nursing, an associates degree in 
nursing, a hospital-based diploma in nursing or a bachelor’s or graduate 
degree in nursing are encouraged to apply

• Students who demonstrate the greatest financial need among qualified 
applicants, may be qualified to receive the Nursing Education Scholarship

• This scholarship provides financial aid anywhere from one to five years, 
based on the certificate, diploma, or degree being pursued

• Full-time students may receive a stipend 
o Part-time students are not eligible for a stipend
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NESP - Overview

• If awarded, recipient must begin full- or part-time employment as a licensed 
practical or registered nurse in Illinois within six months of graduating and 
remain employed for a period equivalent to the educational time supported by 
the scholarship

• The scholarship pays for coursework within the nursing curriculum

• It does not pay for pre-requisite coursework

• If a student terminates studies, or fails to become employed, they will be 
required to repay the full scholarship amount, plus seven-percent interest per 
year

• Applicants who have other scholarships or loan funds that require a service 
commitment that prevents them from meeting the obligation requirements of 
the program are ineligible to receive scholarship funds
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NESP - Overview

• Stipend amount the student is eligible for will be sent directly to the student 
for each term
o The Comptroller’s Office will check their Offset System to determine if the 

recipient has any outstanding debts to the state or a municipal/county unit of 
government

o If so, the amount of this debt will be subtracted from the funds available to the 
student

o For this reason, the stipend voucher is sent first so that the tuition payment is not 
adversely affected by this possible offset 

o Vouchers for tuition payments are forwarded to the Comptroller 7-10 days after 
stipend vouchers are sent

• Scholarship funds will be sent directly to the school
o The check from the Comptroller’s office is made co-payable to the school and the 

student
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NESP - Overview
• Colleges will utilize the GAP Access portal to administer 2023-24 NESP awards 

• The 2023-24 application for this program was available on March 1, 2023

• For more program information: isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/NESP/
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https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/NESP/


isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-
aid/scholarships/nursing-education-scholarship-program.html
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isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-
newsletters/faa-e-messages/index.html
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https://www.isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/index.html


isac.org/e-library/partner-training/index.html
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IDPH Program Information Page
dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/life-stages-populations/rural-underserved-

populations/nursing-education-scholarship-program.html

10
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IDPH Program Information Page
dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/life-stages-populations/rural-underserved-

populations/nursing-education-scholarship-program.html
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Please note: 
This is NOT the Nurse 
Education Scholarship 
Program (NESP) that 
recently transitioned from 
IDPH to ISAC to 
administer.

• For 2022-23, the program is being administered using the IDPH Administrative Rules

• For 2023-24, the IDPH Administrative Rules will be transferred ‘as is’ to ISAC

NESP – Administrative Rules 



2022-23 NESP
• Applicants received notification of their eligibility status from IDPH earlier 

in the 2022 year 
o Eligible recipients may refer to the awarding statement received from IDPH for 

award details, including the award amount

• Disbursements of fall term benefits were processed for those recipients 
who had signed their Grant Agreement/Promissory Note

• Stipends were sent directly to the students

• Spring and summer term processing will utilize GAP Access, where 
schools will certify eligibility for each term

• For 2023-24, the entire process will be administered by ISAC
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• Requirements

o An applicant must: 

▪ be a U.S. citizen or an eligible non-citizen or meet the "undocumented student" 
criteria of the RISE Act

▪ be an Illinois resident for at least one year prior to the date of application

▪ be enrolled or accepted for enrollment to a nursing program in Illinois that is 
approved by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation or 
the Illinois Board of Higher Education

▪ demonstrate financial need

▪ maintain satisfactory academic progress, as determined by the college

▪ establish satisfactory repayment arrangements if they are in default on any 
federal student loan

▪ sign an Application/Grant Agreement/Promissory Note promising to fulfill the 
employment commitment or repay funds received, plus interest

• Student information page:  
o isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships/nursing-

education-scholarship-program.html

NESP – Eligibility 

http://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships/nursing-education-scholarship-program.html


NESP – GAP Access 

15

• ISAC has implemented the certification process necessary to proceed with     
second term disbursements for the 2022-23 academic year

• Certification must be completed so that second term disbursements can take 
place
• For the 2022-23 academic year, certification of second term eligibility is the only 

function that will take place in GAP Access

• GAP Access portal is open for institution registration and eligibility certification
o Gift Assistance Programs (GAP) Access portal - the online resource through which 

ISAC administered program data exchanges take place

• Institution registration by an authorized institution staff member(s) is needed to 
perform program functions within GAP Access, including certification of a 
recipient’s continuing eligibility before second term disbursement can take place

• Financial aid staff with active GAP Access accounts must update the NESP 
program privileges under the Administration tab



NESP – GAP Access

• Financial aid staff without active GAP Access accounts need to complete 
the institution registration process in the GAP Access portal, the GAP Access 
Login through this link: https://isacportal.isac.org/

o Click on Click here to register and then select Administrator as the account type 

o Select Postsecondary Institution as the Partner type and complete the remainder of the 
required information, including establishing a User ID and password

o When registration is complete, a confirmation page will allow to make changes if 
necessary and confirm registration

o Do not attempt to access the account until ISAC has set up the account

• Accounts for staff who will be editing or updating data must be set to 
“Update” and those for staff who will not be involved in submitting data to 
ISAC, but need to view eligibility information will need to be set to “View”

• Once  a student is certified and saved it is final submission, any changes 
would need to be made by contacting ISAC School Services Department by 
email isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov or by phone 866-247-2172
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NESP – Certification Process
• After logging into GAP Access, select NESP under the Programs tab.

• Access the NESP Certification List: View to view names of recipients 
attending your institution.
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NESP – Certification Process
• The Certification List: View screen can be used to select records for 

certification in the order of your choosing 
o For example, records can be filtered by term or by status

• You can either click on a student’s name or Social Security number to open the 
Certification Data screen
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• Tuition Amount – is the amount certified by 
colleges, based on tuition/fees not covered by 
other financial aid assistance for each term

• Stipend Amount – amount is determined each 
award year, based on appropriation, applications, 
and program applicant is enrolled in, and is 
determined by the administering agency

NESP – Certification Process
• Certification Data screen will show fields to be completed that will be highlighted in 

red, based on whether the Eligible field is completed as ‘Yes’ or ‘No’
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If Eligible, these fields must be 
completed:

o Number of credit hours enrolled

o Number of credit hours for full-time 
status

o Student’s GPA

o Amount of tuition/fees not covered 
by other funding

o Program of study (drop-down menu)

o Anticipated graduation date



NESP – Certification Process
• If Ineligible, only the ineligible reason must be selected from the 

drop-down menu
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If Ineligible, select:

o No longer enrolled in a 
nursing program of study

o GPA not at least 2.0 on a 
4.0 scale

o Withdrawal prior to end of 
term

o Not enrolled at least one-
third of full-time hours



• Once all required recipient information has been entered, the Save/Submit button is 

clicked to complete the process for the student record

• If information is not saved and submitted, but the screen is closed, the information will 

NOT be saved, and will need to be re-entered at a later time 
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NESP – Certification Process



NESP – Disbursements

• Disbursement of second term will occur the same way as first term, with 
scholarship checks being sent to schools by the State Comptroller Office

o Checks will be made co-payable to the school and the student

• Stipend payments will be sent to the student

• Disbursement is anticipated for later this spring - details will be provided 
when finalized

• ISAC encourages schools to complete eligibility as soon as possible
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Notes on Quarter schools

• Quarter schools need to include the tuition cost information for that 
student for the quarters that “fall” into the semester format
o For example:  include tuition cost information for the student’s fall and winter 

quarters during the Fall verification period so that we would have the information 
for January

• If the school does not operate on a semester basis, adjust the 
student's tuition and fees information to fit into these time frames:

▪ Fall 22 Term: 9/1/2022 - 12/31/2022 
▪ Spring 23 Term: 1/1/2023 - 5/31/2023
▪ Summer 23 Term: 6/1/23 – 8/31/23

• IDPH always paid on a semester basis
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• 2023-24 application became available March 1 in the ISAC Student Portal

• Students may access the NESP Application/Grant Agreement/Promissory Note via 
the Program Applications & Status Checks area of the ISAC Student Portal

• The NESP application period each year starts on March 1 and continues through April 30

• To be considered for funds during the 2023-24 academic year, the NESP 
Application/Grant Agreement/ Promissory Note must be submitted to ISAC on or before 
Sunday, April 30, 2023

2023-24 NESP - Application



2023-24 NESP - Application

• After an application is submitted, the process is as follows:

o The applicant will immediately receive an e-mail confirming that their 
application was received at ISAC 

o Application processing time may be up to 4 weeks

o If the application is incomplete, the applicant will receive a letter from 
ISAC explaining the reason(s) and advising how to resolve the issue

o If an applicant needs to change their response(s) to any item(s) and/or 
update any information after the application has been submitted, they will 
need to contact ISAC School Services Department as outlined in the 
“Changes to Application Data” section of the Students & Parents NESP 
page



Questions
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Please Contact ISAC for NESP Inquiries

School Services

866-247-2172

isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

ISAC Call Center-Student Services

800-899-4722

isac.studentservices@illinois.gov
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Partner & Training Services Contact Information

Sherry Schonauer
217-785-1937

Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov

Stephanie Claudio
217-782-8742

Stephanie.Claudio@illinois.gov

Kim Eck
217-785-7139

Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov
28

mailto:Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov
mailto:Stephanie.Claudio@illinois.gov

