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AGENDA ITEM 8. 

 
FINAL REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON AFFORDABILITY 

 
 

Submitted for: Action 
 

Summary: In August 2002, the Illinois Board of Higher Education created a Committee on 
Affordability comprised of members from the Board and the Illinois Student 
Assistance Commission. The Committee was charged with conducting a 
comprehensive and objective analysis of affordability issues, with the goals of 
assessing what changes have taken place in affordability of Illinois higher education 
over time, whom those changes have affected, and what actions can reasonably be 
taken by the state and institutions as well as by students and their families, to enhance 
affordability. 

 
The Committee’s report provides an historical perspective on affordability in Illinois 
and nationally, reviews the multifaceted relationships underlying college 
affordability, and presents a series of recommendations relating to enhancing 
academic preparation, assisting needy students, and keeping costs affordable. In June 
2003, the Commission and the Board received a discussion draft of the Committee’s 
report. After the June Commission and Board meetings, the Committee sought 
additional public input on the discussion draft. Based on this additional public input, 
a modification has been made to Recommendation 17, which is included in the final 
report. On August 12, the Board of Higher Education approved the final report and 
recommendations of the Committee on Affordability 
 

Action requested: That the Illinois Student Assistance Commission approve the final report and 
recommendations of the Committee on Affordability. 
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ILLINOIS STUDENT ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 

 
FINAL REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

 COMMITTEE ON AFFORDABILITY  
 
 

 In August 2002, the Illinois Board of Higher Education created a Committee on Affordability 
comprised of members from the Board and the Illinois Student Assistance Commission. The Committee 
was charged with conducting a comprehensive and objective analysis of affordability issues, with the 
goals of assessing what changes have taken place in affordability of Illinois higher education over time, 
whom those changes have affected, and what actions can reasonably be taken by the state and institutions, 
as well as by students and their families, to enhance affordability. 
 
 The work of the Committee built upon the recommendations of the Board’s 1994 Committee to 
Study Affordability. It included a review of relevant recent research, various data analyses, and testimony 
from national experts on trends and issues related to affordability. The Committee’s report provides a 
historical perspective on affordability in Illinois and nationally and describes the multifaceted 
relationships underlying college affordability. The Committee also solicited comments from interested 
parties throughout the state on issues of concern regarding affordability as well as on an initial draft set of 
proposed recommendations. The 20 recommendations detailed in the report reflect the research, 
discussion, and input provided via public testimony, surveys, and comments. The recommendations build 
on the three broad goals suggested by the 1994 Committee to Study Affordability: (1) enhancing 
academic preparation and performance, (2) assisting needy students, and (3) keeping college costs 
affordable. 
 
 In June 2003, the Commission received a discussion draft of the Committee’s report and 
recommendations. Following the June 2003 Commission and Board meetings, this discussion draft was 
made available on the ISAC and IBHE Web sites for comment and reaction from the higher education 
community and general public. Based on comments received, this final report contains a modification to 
Recommendation 17 to emphasize not only the need for MAP to be a state funding priority, but also to 
recognize the relationship between stable institutional funding and maintaining an affordable system of 
higher education. As such, the recommendation now reads as follows: 
 

As higher education budget increases occur, MAP should be the highest priority 
for new funding to improve affordability and participation of low-income students in 
higher education. If budget decreases occur, MAP should be the highest priority to be 
spared funding reductions. In addition, the Committee recognizes that maintaining a 
stable base of state support for institutional operating costs also helps to maintain an 
affordable system of higher education in Illinois. Thus, stable institutional funding should 
also be a high priority for the State. 
 
Staff recommends adoption of the following resolution: 
 
The Illinois Student Assistance Commission hereby accepts “The Final Report and 

Recommendations of the Committee on Affordability,” and approves the recommendations put forth in 
this report. 
 


