
5 

AGENDA ITEM 5. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF COLLEGE ILLINOIS!  
INVESTMENT ADVISORY PANEL MEMBERS 

 
 
Submitted for:  Action 
 
Summary: The Illinois Prepaid Tuition Act, Public Act 90-546, which authorizes the 

Commission to administer the College Illinois! program, called for the 
Commission to appoint a seven-member advisory panel to assist it with certain 
matters pertaining to program investments. Three appointments are made 
exclusively by the Commission. The remaining four are made based upon 
nominations submitted to the Commission by Directors of the following four 
governmental offices: the Illinois Board of Higher Education, the Illinois State 
Comptroller, the Illinois State Treasurer; and the Governor’s Office of 
Management and Budget.  
 
In November 1998, the original seven members were appointed to the College 
Illinois! Investment Advisory Panel. The original appointments were for 2-year, 
3-year and 4-year terms, with new appointments and reappointments having been 
made periodically by the Commission for three-year terms, or the unexpired 
portion of those terms, as required by state law.  At this time, three Panel 
appointments are set for appointment or reappointment, for terms that will extend 
until December 2008. All three of these appointments are for positions made 
directly by the Commission: two current Panel members are recommended for 
reappointment and one recommendation would be a new appointee to the Panel. 
 
It is recommended that the Commission reappoint Ingrid Stafford of Evanston, 
Illinois, who currently serves as Associate Vice-President for Finance and 
Comptroller at Northwestern University. Ms. Stafford joined Northwestern 
University in 1977 and has served that institution in various capacities since that 
time, including more than 20 years as Comptroller. She remains an active 
member of the National Association of College and University Bursars 
(NACUBO) and has served as chair of its Accounting Principles Council. Ms. 
Stafford currently serves as Chair of the Board of Directors of Wittenberg 
University (Ohio), her Alma Mater, and also serves actively in a number of 
Evanston civic organizations.  
 
It is further recommended that the Commission reappoint John Albin, President 
of Longview Capital Corporation and proprietor of Albin Farms, of Newman, 
Illinois. Mr. Albin has served as Chairman of the Parkland Community College 
Board, and remains an active member of the Illinois Community Bankers 
Association and the Illinois Community College Trustees Association. He has 
been recognized nationally for his past work on behalf of Parkland Community 
College and as a community college trustee. He also served as a member of the 
Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) from July 1996 through June 
2002.  
 
It is recommended that the Commission appoint as a new member of the College 
Illinois! Investment Advisory Panel, Ms. Susan Keegan of Chicago. Ms. Keegan 
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currently is partner at D’Amato Keegan & Douglas, a law firm specializing in 
international human rights litigation. Ms. Keegan has an undergraduate degree in 
economics from the University of Illinois at Urbana and a Juris Doctorate from 
the Northwestern University School of Law. Previously she has been employed 
as counsel for the Illinois State Treasurer, including counsel to the Illinois Public 
Treasurers’ Investment Pool. She has extensive experience with securities 
litigation and other investment-related litigation. Ms. Keegan is currently Chair 
of the Local School Council for Lincoln Park High School in Chicago and 
Commissioner of the Special Service Area for Lincoln Avenue (a taxing body for 
the Chicago of Chicago).  
 
 

Action requested: That the Commission approve the nominations of Ms. Ingrid Stafford, Mr. John 
Albin, and Ms. Susan Keegan to serve concurrent terms as members of the 
College Illinois! Investment Advisory Panel, thru December 2008.  
 
 
 
 

 


