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An appropriation for the 2015-16 Monetary Award Program (MAP) was approved on Monday, April 25, 
2016.  Due to the unusual circumstances of this year’s budget process and the delay in receiving funding, 
ISAC is taking every measure possible to quickly provide MAP dollars to institutions on behalf of eligible 
students.  One of those measures is an expedited payment process now that a MAP appropriation has 
been made.  The steps below outline the sequence of events – which is in reverse of the normal 
payment process – and will result in payment to institutions occurring before the payment claims are 
processed.   
 
 Effective April 25, Public Act 99-0502 provides $169,798,700 for MAP, which will be used to pay 

all first-term claims submitted to ISAC between August 20 and December 11 (inclusive), 2015. 
 
 One invoice per each institution, for the total amount of all first-term claims, was created and 

prepared for submission to the State Comptroller. 
 

 Upon approval of the appropriation, each institution’s invoice was entered into the 
Comptroller’s system and vouchers were generated.  Institutions will receive a copy of their 
voucher via an e-mail message to the financial aid director. 
 

 Institutions will receive payment for the full amount of first-term claims from the State 
Comptroller on a priority basis.  Because this appropriation is from a special fund, rather than 
the state’s general fund, the money is currently available and payment is anticipated to arrive 
quickly. The status of MAP payments can be tracked through the State Comptroller’s website at 
illinoiscomptroller.gov; access the Vendors menu and follow the prompts. 
 

 Each institution’s total expedited payment amount was entered into the Gift Assistance 
Programs (GAP) Access portal’s MAP system as a “debit balance”.  Once student detail payment 
claims are processed, these amounts will reduce the debit balance.   

 
 An e-Message will be sent to alert institutions when processing of first-term payment claims 

through the GAP Access portal is anticipated to begin for student level records. Payment results 
will be available in GAP Access the following day. 
 

 Upon processing payment claims, Payment Results/Exceptions Reports, listing all student 
records in that run, will be available in GAP Access.  If the dollar amount of claims processed is 
less than the dollar amount vouchered, the last page of the report will show an amount “Due to 
ISAC”.  This amount is not to be refunded until requested, as further processing could change 
the amount. 

 
 Adjustments to award amounts (increases and decreases) will be accepted through GAP Access 

after processing of all held first-terms claims has been completed, and will be accepted through 
July 1, 2016. As a reminder, initial first-term claims received after December 11, 2015 are 
considered late. 
 

 Reconciliation of data may begin as soon as payment results are available in GAP Access. 
 


