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Grant Programs for 
Dependents of 

Police/Fire/Correctional 
Officers (PFC) and Grant 
Program for Exonerees



Grant Programs for Dependents of 
Police/Fire/Correctional Officers

Grant program for 
the spouse and 

children of Illinois 
police, fire and 

correctional officers 
killed or at least 90% 

disabled in the line of 
duty

Recipients must be 
enrolled at least half-

time in 
undergraduate or 

graduate study

Provides payment 
toward tuition and 

mandatory fees for 8 
semesters or 12 

quarters

Factored into the 
financial aid package 

prior to receiving 
MAP gift assistance



Grant Programs for Dependents of 
Police/Fire/Correctional Officers

To be eligible, a student: 
• must be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen 
• must be enrolled on at least a half-time basis at an institution that 

is approved for participation in MAP 
• must be making satisfactory academic progress toward a degree 

or certificate; 
• need not be a resident of Illinois at the time of enrollment; and 
• does not have to demonstrate financial need to receive the grant.

• An applicant is ineligible if:
• Either a spouse who remarries after a correctional officer or police 

or fire officer is killed in the line of duty, or is a spouse who 
divorces a permanently disabled correctional officer or police or 
fire officer



• ISAC’s PFC application must be submitted each year
• Deadline dates are:

o October 1 for consideration for all terms
o March 1 for consideration for second semester/second and third quarter
o June 15 for consideration for summer term

• Payment request rosters are sent to schools each term after the 
application deadline has passed

• Announcements of eligibility are made to students as applications are 
received and processed

• In the 2018-19 academic year, the rules were updated to say children 
of disabled police, fire or correctional officers need not have been 
born, legally adopted or in the legal custody of the officer before the 
disability occurred in order to receive a grant.

Grant Programs for Dependents of 
Police/Fire/Correctional Officers
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• From ISAC’s General Provisions:
o Eligible noncitizen -- A noncitizen who is eligible for federal student 

assistance pursuant to section 484 of the HEA; or a noncitizen or person 
who is not a permanent resident of the United States, who does not meet 
the eligibility criteria for federal student assistance pursuant to section 484 
of the HEA but who meets the following criteria:  
▪ the individual resided with his or her parent or guardian while attending a 

public or private high school in this State;
▪ the individual graduated from a public or private high school or received the 

equivalent of a high school diploma in this State;
▪ the individual attended school in this State for at least 3 years as of the date 

the individual graduated from high school or received the equivalent of a 
high school diploma in this State;

▪ the individual provides an affidavit stating that the individual will file an 
application to become a permanent resident of the United States at the 
earliest opportunity the individual is eligible to do so;

▪ and the individual has not established a residence outside of this State

Eligible Noncitizen Definition
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Student Notification
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• ISAC sends all eligible grant recipients a notification letter, 
which may be provided to the school at the time of 
enrollment
o If the student's college choice or address changes during the 

academic year, the student must notify ISAC in writing

• Ineligible applicants will also be sent written notification



P/F/C Benefits
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• Benefits can be used for undergraduate or graduate 
study

• Pays tuition and mandatory fees
o At a public institution, student may receive a grant that 

does not exceed its cost of tuition and mandatory fees
o At a private institution, student may receive a grant that 

does not exceed the maximum amount payable to a 
student enrolled in the most expensive comparable 
program of study at a public institution



P/F/C Benefits
• Recipients may receive benefits for the equivalent of four academic 

years (eight semesters or 12 quarters) of full-time enrollment, which 
is measured in eligibility units
o Recipients may accumulate up to 48 eligibility units
o The amount of eligibility a recipient has used is determined by converting 

credit hours to eligibility units

• Eligibility units are based on the enrolled hours for a particular term, not 
the dollar amount of the benefits paid

• Benefits may be extended for one additional term if the recipient has 
accumulated fewer than 48 eligibility units but does not have enough 
units remaining for the number of hours in which he or she is enrolled for 
that term

Number of Hours Semester Term Quarter Term 

12 or more hours 6 units 4 units

6 - 11.99 hours 3 units 2 units
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Awarding Reminders
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• If a PFC recipient is also eligible for a MAP grant, the PFC grant must be 
factored into the financial aid package prior to receiving MAP gift 
assistance
o The institution, however, may request a MAP grant to finance tuition 

and mandatory fee expenses not paid by PFC
• If a PFC recipient receives other assistance targeted specifically for 

tuition and fees, the combined assistance shall not exceed the total 
tuition and fee expenses incurred by the student
o If it does, the institution shall reduce one of the awards accordingly 
o Any excess gift assistance is considered an over award and the 

institution is required to notify ISAC to reduce the grant and/or other 
gift assistance to prevent an over award



P/F/C Payment
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• Certification of Enrollment for Payment Rosters are 
typically sent to schools each term after the application 
deadline has passed

• Must return the roster even if a student isn’t eligible
o Provide the reason for ineligibility

• Funds are disbursed in multiple installments, depending 
upon the number of terms financed by the grant
o If the applicant’s eligibility is not determined until the final term of 

the academic year multiple disbursements will not be required 
o If a student is attending only one term and the maximum award 

does not exceed the student’s cost of attendance, the grant 
proceeds will be awarded in one single disbursement



P/F/C Payment
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• If funds are insufficient to pay all eligible applicants, 
determinations will be made based on application date

• In a withdrawal situation, the recipient can receive the 
grant for costs incurred, up to the term award

• Grant recipients are expected to notify ISAC, in writing, 
within 15 days of any change affecting his or her 
enrollment status, name or address

• The Selective Service requirement has been removed 
from the 2021-22 Certification of Enrollment for Payment 
roster
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Beginning with the 2021-22 academic 

year,  the Selective Service language 

has been removed from the 
certification statement.
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P/F/C Resources
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• ISAC Administrative Rules
o Part 2731 (Dependents of Correctional 

Officers)
o Part 2732 (Dependents of Police or Fire 

Officers)

• Grant Programs for Dependents of Police, 
Fire or Correctional Officers Application
o Explains eligibility requirements, benefits and 

application procedures
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ISAC Rules

www.isac.org



Grant Program for Exonerees
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ISAC Grant Program for Exonerees

• Provides grant assistance to an individual who has been 
issued a pardon by the governor of the State of Illinois on 
the grounds of innocence of the crime for which that 
person had been imprisoned, or who received a certificate 
of innocence from a circuit court. 

• The grant provides assistance toward tuition and 
mandatory fees for two semesters per regular school year 
for undergraduate or graduate study at Illinois public 
colleges and community colleges. 
o Not available for summer terms
o Recipients may receive assistance for a maximum of four regular 

school years (eight semesters) of full-time enrollment
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• The online 
interactive application is 
available at isac.org

• If an applicant is unable to 
access the online application, a 
PDF version can be downloaded 
and printed, then submitted to 
ISAC

• Students should allow at least 4 
weeks for processing of the 
application.

• Applications are processed in 
date-received order 



ISAC Contact Information
School Services
866-247-2172

isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

ISAC Call Center – Student Services
800-899-4722

isac.studentservices@illinois.gov

*****************************

Tania Mendoza, Partner & Training Services 
Tania.Mendoza@illinois.gov

Kim Eck, Partner & Training Services
217-785-7139

Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov
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