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Illinois Teachers Loan Repayment 
Program
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• Encourages students to enter and continue teaching 
in Illinois schools in low-income areas

• Eligible applicants can receive up to $5,000 to repay 
student loan debt



Illinois Teachers Loan Repayment 
Program
• To be eligible:

• Must first qualify for the federal Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program 
• Teach full-time for five complete and consecutive academic years 

in a low-income school 
• Must complete teaching requirement at an Illinois school

• Applicants must:
• Complete an ISAC application

• Must be submitted to ISAC within six months of the date on the Notice of 
Federal Teacher Loan Forgiveness eligibility

• Provide documentation of teaching service in Illinois

• Note: The complete name of the ISAC program is the Illinois Teachers & Child Care Providers 
Loan Repayment Program, however, because the Federal Child Care Provider Loan 
Forgiveness Program is no longer available, there is no longer an application for the Illinois 
Child Care Providers Program.



Illinois Teachers Loan Repayment 
Program

• Eligibility requirements:
o U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen
o Resident of Illinois
o Be a borrower who has had an amount of their 

educational loans forgiven by the federal 
teacher loan forgiveness program 
▪ Fulfilled the federal requirements at a school in 

Illinois

o Have a balance remaining on eligible student 
loan(s)
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Illinois Teachers Loan Repayment 
Program

• Application process
o Download and complete the current ISAC application
o Submit ISAC application and supporting documentation

▪ Approval letter for the federal loan forgiveness
▪ A copy of the federal application used to apply for the federal 

program
➢ Showing that teaching service was met at an Illinois school

▪ A copy of the documentation showing the amount and the date of 
the federal loan forgiveness 

o Applicants must apply within six months after receiving 
notification of federal loan forgiveness
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Nurse Educator Loan 
Repayment Program
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• The program is an incentive to nurse educators to 
maintain their teaching careers in Illinois and is intended to 
help address the shortage of nurses and the lack of nurse 
educators in Illinois. 

• Provides grants of up to $5,000 per year to nurse 
educators who have instructed practical or professional 
nurses at an approved Illinois institution 
❑ May be received for up to a maximum of four years.

• Application is available at isac.org



Nurse Educator Loan 
Repayment Program
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• List of approved institutions maintained by the Illinois 
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation: 

▪ www.idfpr.com/Forms/DPR/NurseSchools.pdf

http://www.idfpr.com/Forms/DPR/NurseSchools.pdf


Nurse Educator Loan 
Repayment Program
• To qualify for the program, applicants must:

o Be a U.S. citizen or an eligible non-citizen

o Be an Illinois resident

o Have an outstanding balance on an eligible educational loan 

o Be a nurse educator who meets licensing requirements of the Illinois 
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation

o Have worked as a nurse educator instructing practical or professional 
nurses in an approved Illinois institution for the past 12 consecutive 
months prior to the date of each application

o Not be in default on any federal guaranteed educational loan, nor owe a 
refund on any scholarship or grant program administered by ISAC
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Veterans’ Home Medical Providers’ 
Loan Repayment Program
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• Intended to encourage medical professionals to pursue 
and continue their careers at a State of Illinois veterans’ 
home

• Provides grants of up to $5,000 per year to medical 
professionals who have worked in veterans’ homes in 
Illinois

• Grant dollars must be used to pay down existing student 
loan debt

• Can receive for a maximum of 4 years

• Application is available at isac.org



Veterans’ Home Medical Providers’ Loan 
Repayment Program

• To qualify for the program, applicants must:
o Be a U.S. citizen or an eligible non-citizen

o Be an Illinois resident

o Have an outstanding balance due on an eligible educational loan

o Be a medical provider who meets licensing requirements of the Illinois 
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation or a certified nursing 
assistant who passed the state-specified examinations to be fully certified

o Be a medical provider whose employment is in good standing as 
determined by the Illinois Department of Veterans' Affairs

o For each year during which an award is received, fulfill a separate 12 month 
period as a physician, certified nurse practitioner, registered professional 
nurse, certified nursing assistant or licensed practical nurse in an approved 
State of Illinois veterans' home

o Not be in default on any federal guaranteed educational loan or owe a 
refund on any scholarship or grant program administered by the ISAC
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John R. Justice Student Loan 
Repayment Program

• Provides loan repayment assistance for state and federal public 
defenders and state prosecutors

• Requires three years of service

• Federal program administered at the state level
• Funding designated to states is based on population

• Illinois recipients can receive an annual award of up to $4,000

• Application is accessible at isac.org

• For more information about the program:
• http://www.isac.org/students/after-college/loan-forgiveness-programs/john-r-

justice-student-loan-repayment-program.html

• www.equaljusticeworks.org



John R. Justice Loan 
Repayment Program

• Provides loan repayment assistance for state and federal public 
defenders and state prosecutors who agree to remain employed as 
public defenders and prosecutors for at least three years
o Federal program administered at the state level

• Illinois recipients may receive an annual award of up to $4,000
o Aggregate total of $60,000

o Reduced funding levels may impact award amounts

• If the employment commitment is not fulfilled, award amounts 
received must be repaid

• Application is accessible at isac.org
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Other Loan Repayment Programs

• The Illinois Department of Public Health provides 
funds to repay educational loans through its 
Illinois National Health Service Corps State Loan 
Repayment Program
o www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/life-stages-

populations/rural-underserved-populations/slrp

• Most branches of the U.S. Armed Forces have 
loan repayment programs
o Specific details can be found at their respective 

websites or from local recruiters
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Federal Loan Forgiveness Programs

• There are two types of federal loan forgiveness programs 
for teachers:
o Teacher Loan Forgiveness

▪ for Direct Subsidized Loans, Direct Unsubsidized Loans, 
Subsidized Federal Stafford Loans, and Unsubsidized Federal 
Stafford Loans

o Teacher Cancellation

▪ for Federal Perkins Loans

• Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program may also be an 
option for teachers and other school district personnel
o studentaid.ed.gov is the best resource for details about these 

programs
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Teacher Loan Forgiveness 
Program
• If student teaches full-time for five complete and consecutive 

academic years in elementary and secondary schools and educational 
service agencies that serve low-income families, they may be eligible 
for forgiveness of up to a combined total of $17,500 on Direct 
Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans and Subsidized and Unsubsidized 
Federal Stafford Loans. 
o PLUS loans are not eligible for this type of forgiveness

• Each year, ED publishes a list of low-income elementary and 
secondary schools 
o To find out if a school is classified as a low-income school, check the 

online database for the year(s) the borrower has been employed as a 
teacher
▪ Questions about the inclusion or omission of a particular school must be directed to the 

state education agency, not to ED
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studentaid.gov/tcli/
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Applying for Teacher Loan 
Forgiveness

• Borrowers should apply after they have completed the five-
year teaching requirement 

• Print and complete the federal Teacher Loan Forgiveness 
Application

• Return the completed application to their loan holder or 
loan servicer

• If applicant is applying for forgiveness of loans that are 
held by different loan holders or loan servicers, they must 
submit a separate form to each of them
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TEACHER LOAN FORGIVNESS APPLICATION 
studentaid.ed.gov
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Public Service Loan Forgiveness 
(PSLF) Program

• Went into effect July 1, 2008

• Forgives remaining balance of principal and interest 
after 120 payments have been

o For payments made after 10/1/2007

• Non-defaulted Direct Loan borrowers only
o FFEL borrowers may consolidate into DL to receive 

benefit
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Public Service Loan Forgiveness 
(PSLF) Program

• The Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) Program forgives the 
remaining balance on Direct Loans after an applicant has made 120 
(10 years) qualifying payments under a qualifying repayment plan
while working full-time for a qualifying employer.

• The loan will only be forgiven if the applicant meets all PSLF Program 
eligibility conditions
o Must repay loans under any combination of:

▪ Income-based repayment

▪ Income-contingent repayment

▪ 10-year standard repayment

▪ Any DL repayment based on 10-year repayment amounts

o Must be employed in public service during 120-month payment period

o Must be employed in public service job at time of forgiveness
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studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-
cancellation/public-service
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PSLF Help Tool

• Created to
o help borrowers understand the PSLF Program -- what they need to 

do to participate and possibly have their loans forgiven;

o help borrowers assess whether employers and loans qualify for 
PSLF;

o help borrowers decide which PSLF form to submit;

o generate a partially completed form to take to an employer to sign 
and then submit to FedLoan Servicing, ED’s PSLF servicer; and

o use information about a borrower’s federal student loans to explain 
other actions they should or must take if they want to receive PSLF.

• PSLF applicants are encouraged to use the tool annually 
and any time they switch jobs to ensure they’re staying on 
track. 
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ISAC Contact Information
School Services
866-247-2172

isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

ISAC Call Center – Student Services
800-899-4722

isac.studentservices@illinois.gov

*****************************

Tania Mendoza, Partner & Training Services 
Tania.Mendoza@illinois.gov

Kim Eck, Partner & Training Services
217-785-7139

Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov
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