2024-25
Alternative
Application
for lllinois
Financial Aid




A Review of the Retention of lllinois
Students & Equity (RISE) Act

e Public Act 101-0021 went into effect January 1, 2020
« www.ilga.gov/leqislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=101-0021
« Allows eligible undocumented students who are disqualified from federal financial aid to

apply for all forms of state financial aid

* Includes any student aid or benefit funded or administered by:
o the state
« a state agency, or
« any public institution of higher learning

e Includes, but not limited to:
e Scholarships
Grants
 Awards
Stipends
 Free room and board
Tuition waivers, or
« Other financial or in-kind assistance

* Does not exempt students from having to meet general eligibility criteria for ISAC programs as
well as criteria specific to each individual program



https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=101-0021

RISE Act Provisions

* Undocumented students may be eligible to apply for ISAC programs if they
meet all of these criteria (which are based on lllinois statute regarding in-state

tumon eligibility):

the individual resided with his or her parent or guardian while attending an lllinois public or
private high school;

 the individual graduated from a public or private high school or received the equivalent of
a high school diploma in lllinois;

 the individual attended school in lllinois for at least 3 years as of the date the individual
graduated from high school or received the equivalent of a high school diploma;

 the individual provides an affidavit stating that the individual will file an application to
become a permanent resident of the United States at the earliest opportunity the
individual is eligible to do so; and

 the individual has not established a residence outside of lllinois.




Overview of the Alternative Application

« To accommodate RISE Act-eligible students, ISAC created an lllinois-specific online
application for the need-based Monetary Award Program (MAP) grant

« Itis patterned after the FAFSA and is known as the Alternative Application for lllinois
Financial Aid

» There are seven sections to the online application
o Sections 1,2, 3,5 and 6 are about the student
o0 Section 4 is about the parent
o Section 7 is for signatures and certification

« Students should answer all questions as accurately as possible
o Some fields are optional, but most are required
o Messaging will be presented for if required fields are left blank,
o A “Save” button allows applicants to save their data and return to finish at a later time



What to Expect for 2024-25

 The 2024-25 Alternative Application will:

0 Become available at the same the 2024-25 FAFSA becomes available
o Launch date is expected to be in December 2023

o Continue to be modeled after the FAFSA and collect much of the same
data, with a few important differences

o Calculate a Student Aid Index (SAl)

Continue to be available in Spanish
o Will provide a more user-friendly process for accessing the Spanish application
screens

O



What to Expect in 2024-25

 The format and layout of the application will remain the same

* Questions will not always follow the same order as they appear on
the FAFSA

 Whenever possible, we have eliminated questions to simplify the

application

* All questions that may appear on the FAFSA will not necessarily be on the
2024-25 Alternative Application

 However, the application will continue to collect all data elements required
to calculate an SAl in the same manner that the FAFSA form does

 The application will continue to have seven sections
£

Section 1
Shuchant

_




What to Expect in 2024-25

* Nothing is changing with the:
0 Pre-screening or log-in process
o Eligibility criteria
O Signature process

 Help text will be provided
* Financial aid administrators at the colleges will continue to have the

ability to make corrections and/or professional judgment
adjustments in the MAP system in GAP Access



Alternative Application — Section 1

e Collects student demographic information
« New name field: suffix (e.g. Jr. or )

 Wording of questions and answer options will be edited to

match FAFSA changes

e Parents’ education status
e College grade level
* Question about pursuing teacher certification

 Removing the Driver’s License questions

« Student gender, race and ethnicity questions will not be
included



Alternative Application — Section 2

e Collects student financial and tax information

e Data fields and question text will be adjusted to match those on
the FAFSA

 Onthe paper FAFSA, these are the data elements in Questions
20, 21 and 22

Child support received will be added as a data element
« Spouse fields will be presented to collect financial data if the
student indicates a status of married and taxes were filed
separately

 Onthe paper FAFSA, these are the data elements in Question
25,27 and 28

Application will not require a spouse’s signature



Alternative Application — Section 3

« Collects information about the student’s personal

circumstances

e Often referred to as the “dependency questions”
o Step Three on the current 2023-24 FAFSA

. Questlon text will be edited to be consistent with the FAFSA

Dependency questions

e QOther circumstances
e Questions related to homelessness

 Unusual circumstances
 To possibly identify a student who may qualify for a dependency override



Alternative Application — Section 4

» Collects demographic information about the parent(s)

required to provide their data
« Uses same definition and guidance regarding parent contributor
as the FAFSA
 Data elements similar to FAFSA questions
e Marital status
State of residence
Family size
Number in household



Alternative Application — Section 4

» Collects tax and financial information about the parent(s)
required to provide their data
* May require Parent 2 data, depending on marital and tax

filing status
 Will not require two parent signatures on the application
« |[f parentis not married, Parent 2 data fields will not be presented

* An email will be required for at least one parent



Alternative Application — Section 5

e Collects additional information about an independent
student
« Family size (number in household)
« Number in college
* Receipt of benefits from federal programs
e By student, spouse or anyone in the family/household



Number in College Questions

e Although the number in college will not be included in the
Student Aid Index calculation, the question will still appear

on the 2024-25 FAFSA and the Alternative Application

 The datais still being collected for institutions that may want to

have the data for determining options for institutional aid
 May be used for professional judgement determinations



Alternative Application — Section 6

e Collects information about the school choices
* Will no longer collect information about the housing plans
« Will allow for up to 10 lllinois school choices
e Student can log-in at any time and change their school choices




Accessing the Application

 The Alternative Application is
accessed at isac.org
e Must navigate to the RISE Act
information page from the home
page
* Provides information about eligibility
requirements

* The application and resources are
available in Spanish

 The Application is not accessible in
ISAC’s Student Portal or on the
general ISAC Applications page with ' )
other ISAC program applications




Accessing the Application

e Resources are available to assist with
D the application process
 These will all be updated for 2024-25

/

4 )




Accessing the Application




Pre-Screening Questions

* Pre-screening questions at the beginning of the application help students
determine which application (Alternative Application vs. FAFSA) should be

completed
* An applicant will only need to respond to the pre-screening questions if it is their

initial application
e Renewal applicants will not see the pre-screening questions
« Data provided by applicants in the pre-screening questions is not provided to colleges

« |f an applicant’s answers to the pre-screening questions indicate the
Alternative Application should not be completed, a message will advise them

to consult their high school counselor, a financial aid professional, or an
ISACorps member for assistance in completing the FAFSA



Alternative Application Student Profile

Creatlng a Student Profile
Once a student has completed the pre-screening process
and is determined eligible to complete the Alternative
Application, the student must complete a Student Profile

« The applicant should make note of the data used to
create their profile

e The e-mail address provided should be a permanent one
that the student will have regular access to (not one used
just for high school or college purposes)

 If the applicant also has an ISAC Student Portal Account,
they will need to use a different e-mail than the one used
for the Portal

* Once the Student Profile is complete, ISAC will assign an

ISAC ID number that is unique to the student
« This is a permanent identifier that will remain the same for
a student every year



2023-24 Application Screens — Section 1

ALTERNATIVE APPLICATION FOR ILLINOIS FINANCIAL AID 2023-2024
v 7
Section 1 Section 2
Student Student

Student Information > Education Background

O Application was successfully saved.

Highest school completed by Parent 1
() Middie Schoolr. High

© High Schaol

O College or beyond

O Other/Unknown

Highest school completed by Parent 2
() middie Schaol/r. High

@ High schaol
O College or beyond

O Other/Unknown

If you are eligible to complete this application because you indicated in the prescreening section that you meet the RISE Act eligibility criteriaas
an undocumented student, you must meet the following criteria:

» you graduated from a public or private high school or received the equivalent of a high schoel diploma in 1llincis, and

» you attended school in lllincis for at least 3 years as of the date you graduated from high school or received the equivalent of a high school
diploma.

‘What will your high school completion status be when you begin college in the 2023-2024 school vear?

@ Diploma from an lllinois high school
O GED fram an lllinois Community College Board-approved provider
O Home Schooled in lllinois

O Mone of the above

‘Whiat is the name of the high school where you received or will receive your high school diploma? Select a high school or one of the other options
provided. Enter the complete high schoel name, and the city and state where the high school is located if it is not automatically displayed.
High School Name?

SACRED HEART GRIFFIN HIGH SCHOOL




2023-24 Application Screens — Sections 2 & 3

ALTERNATIVE APPLICATION FOR ILLINOIS FINANCIAL AID 2023-2024
v v
Section 1 Section 2
Student Studant

Student Information > Additional Financials

Q Application was successfully saved. x

Student's 2021 Additional Financial Information (Enter the combined amaunts for you and your spouse.)
Education credits [American Opportunity Tax Credit and Lifetime Lezrning Tax Credit) from IRS Form 1040 Schedule 3-line 3.

0
Child support paid because of divorce or separation or as a result of 2 legal requirement. Don't include support for children youwill include in your
hausehiald that you will provide for mare than half their support between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024 even if they do not live with you.

0
Taxzbleearnings from nead-based emplayment programs, such as Federal Work-Study 2nd need-based employment partions of fellowships 2nd
assistantships.

0
Taxable college grant and scholarship aid reported to the IRS as income. Includes AmeriCorps benefits {awards, living allowances and interest accrual
payments), as well 2s grant and scholarship portions of fellowships 2nd assistantships.

0
Combat pay or special combat pay. Only enter the zmount that was taxeble and included in your adjusted gross income. Don't include untaxed combat
pay.

0

Earnings fromwork under a cooperative education program offered by a college.

0

< PREVIOUS NEXT =




2023-24 Application Screens — Section 4

v v v /
Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4
Student Student Student Parent

Parent Information > Demographics

Your ISAC ID Number
526007675

Answer all the questions in Section Four even if you de not live with your legal parents (biclogical, adoptive, or as determined by the state [for
example, if the parent is listed on the birth certificate]). Grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, widowed stepparents, aunts, uncles, and
siblings are not considered parents for this application unless they have legally adopted you. If your legal parents are married to each other, orare
not married to each other and live together, answer the questions about both of them.

As of today, what is the marital status of your parents?

O Married or Remarried
O Mever married

O Divorced or Separated

O Widowed

O Unmarried and bath legal parents living together

Month and year they were married, remarried, separated, divorced or widowed.

Parent 1
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER If your parent does not have a Social Security Mumber, you must enter 000000000 {Don't enter an Individual Taxpayer
Identification Number (ITIN).

Last name

Firstinitial

Diateof Birth

ECURITY NUMBER Ifyour parent does not have a Social Security Number, you must enter 000000000 {Dx
Identification Number {ITIN).

tenter 2n Individual Taxpayer

ALTERNATIVE APPLICATION FOR ILLINOIS FINANCIAL AID 2023-2024
v v v v
Section1 Section 2 Section 3 Section4
Student Student Student Parent

Parent Information > Household Information

How mary people are inyour parents’ household? Indude: yourself, even if you don't live with your parents, your parents, your parents' other children
(ewven if they do nat live with your parents) if {z) your parents will provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024, or
(b} the children could answer “Na" to every question in Section Three, and other peaple if they naow live withyaur parents, your parents provide mare

than half of their support and your parents will continue to provide more than half of their support between Juby 1, 2023 2nd June 30, 2024,

4

How mary people in your parents’ household will be college students between July 1, 2023 2nd June 30, 20247 Always count yourself 25 3 college
student. Do not include your parents. Do not include siblings who are in US. military service academies. You may include others only if they will
attend, at least half time in 2023-2024, 2 program that leads to 2 college degree or certificate

2

At any time during 2021 or 2022, did you, your parents, or anyone in your parents’ household included above receive benefits from any of the
following federal programs listed? Markall that apply. Answering this question will NOT reduce eligibility for student aid or these programs. If you
your parents, or anyone inyour housshold receives any of these benefits after submitting this application you should submit an application
correction.

Mediczid or Supplemental Security Income (551)

O Yes
@ o

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAF)

@ Yes
(O Mo

Free or Reduced Price School Lunch

© Yes
O e

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families [TANF)

O Yes
® Mo

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (\WIC)

O Yes



2023-24 Application Screens — Sections 5 & 6




2023-24 Application Screens — Sections 5 & 6




2023-24 Application Screens — Section 7

REVIEW ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS  CERTIFICATION/AFFIDAVIT ~ PARENT SIGNATURE AND CERTIFICATION




Signing the Application

o Step 7 of the application provides the opportunity to review all the data entered
» Students/parents can navigate back to an appropriate section if a correction or update is
needed at this point

e Student signature process
« Applicants will be provided with a review of the RISE Act eligibility requirements, followed
by the Certification/Affidavit, which is part of the RISE Act eligibility requirements
 |f the applicant agrees with the statements on the certification page, they then click on the

Provide Signature button and will be presented with a field to enter their PIN
*The student’s PIN is provided by ISAC in an e-mail to the applicant after the Student Demographics
page has been completed in Section 1 of the application
*The student’s PIN is associated with the ISAC ID Number that is created and assigned to the
student as part of the application process.



Signing the Application

e Parent signature process

« The parent may sign the application after the student has completed their signature
process either at the same time, or the parent may log in to the student’s application at a
separate time

 Tologin, a parent will need the Student’s ISAC ID number and the parent PIN, which will
be provided to the parent in an e-mail after their e-mail address has been provided on the
application

e The field for the parent address is in Section 4, page 1 and is a required field

* Once the next button is selected to navigate to page 2 of Section 4, an e-mail will be sent to the
parent from ISAC and it will include the parent PIN

e The student and the parent must have separate e-mails



Parent Access to the Application

* Requires the student’s ISAC ID Number and the four-digit PIN sent to the parent e-mail
address that was provided on the application




Unable to Provide Parent Information

* Dependent students may still be eligible to complete the Alternative Application without
parental information if they have an unusual circumstance

« Unacceptable reasons for not providing parental information:

e Parents unwilling to provide information
» Parents refuse to pay for college

» Parents do not claim student on taxes

« Student does not live with parents




Returning Student Access

e Requires the student’s Student Profile Username and Password
« Username is the e-mail address entered when creating the Student Profile
* |t may or may not be the same as the one provided on the application e-mail
« Password is created by the student and can be updated
» Challenge question and answer is created by the student and can be updated




Alternative Application - Corrections

* Any of the data elements, except the ISAC-assigned ID number, can be corrected or updated
by the student
* In general, a student should not update information that was correct as of the date it was
initially signed and submitted
» Like the FAFSA, it's considered to be a “snapshot” of the family’'s financial situation as of that date
« All corrections will require the student to re-sign the application

» If changes are made to parent data, the parent will need to re-sign the app as well
o Parent will need the student’s ISAC ID number and the parent PIN to log in

e Each time a correction or update is made, a new transaction will be generated




Alternative Application Resources

» Alternative Application User Guide

e Intended as a resource for students,
parents and counselors

* Includes information on how to reset a
password, update an email address, make
corrections, etc.

e Includes several FAQs at the end of the
guide as well as resource links




A
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Alternative Application Resources

e Alternative Application Worksheet
e Patterned after the FAFSA on the Web
Worksheet

e Helps student know what to expect
* Documents needed
* What questions are asked
* What the student certification and parent
signature sections includes
e Alternative Application Worksheet should not

be submitted to ISAC



Alternative Application Worksheet



Alternative Application or FAFSA?

« A student should complete either the FAFSA or the Alternative Application, depending on
their eligibility and other considerations in determining which application to file.

* In general, a student should not complete both applications, however, please note the
following exceptions:
» If the student filed an Alternative Application, but then becomes eligible for federal aid, it would be
acceptable to file a FAFSA for the same award year.
 If the student filed a FAFSA and it was rejected due to their citizenship status, they are encouraged
to file an Alternative Application for the same award year if they meet all RISE Act eligibility
requirements



2023-24 Application Volume




2022-23 Application Volume




Questions/Comments




Contact Information

Kim Eck
Assistant Director, Partner Services
Program Services & Compliance Division, ISAC
kimberly.eck@illinois.gov
217-785-7139



mailto:kimberly.eck@illinois.gov

Thank you!
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