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AGENDA ITEM 5. 
 

FY2007 MAP PLUS APPLICATION VOLUME UPDATE  
REQUEST FOR AUTHORITY TO HOLD AWARD ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
Submitted for:  Action 
 
Summary:  On July 30, 2006, Governor Blagojevich signed legislation creating the Monetary 

Award Program Plus (MAP Plus), effective for fall 2006. To be eligible for this 
program, a student must meet the following qualifications.  

 
  • A U.S. citizen, or an eligible non-citizen, and an Illinois resident; 
  • Enrolled as a sophomore, junior, or senior; 
  • Attending a MAP-approved institution on at least a half-time basis; 
  • Adjusted gross income (AGI) of less than $200,000; 
  • Tuition/fees less federal Pell eligibility must be greater than $500; 
  • Not a recipient of a MAP grant.  
 
 Eligible students are entitled to $500 in grant aid under this program. Rather than 

being funded by state tax dollars, MAP Plus funding will come from 
restructuring or selling part of the student loan portfolio now held by the 
Commission.  The FY2007 appropriation for MAP Plus is $34.4 million. 

  
 As of September 18, 2006, the number of completed applications from Illinois 

residents eligible to participate in the program totaled 72,130.  As shown in the 
table below, the majority of these applicants are dependent students attending 
four-year institutions. Overall, the average income of these applicants is $84,540. 

 
School / Dependency Type Number Average Income 
   
Public Universities 33,677 $88,814 
Private Institutions 22,861 $92,102 
Community Colleges 13,349 $63,591 
Proprietary Schools 2,207 $71,424 
   
Dependent students 55,821 $96,054 
Independent students without dependents 10,635 $35,151 
Independent students with dependents 5,638 $63,698 
   
Total 72,094 $84,540 

  
Since this is a new program and historical data are not available, staff assumes 
that a high proportion of students will enroll and claim their MAP Plus awards.  
At this time, the appropriation appears to be insufficient to cover all eligible 
students who apply through the end of the school year. Therefore, staff is asking 
the Commission for permission to stop or “hold” award announcements when it 
appears the appropriation is fully committed.  

 
Action requested:  The Commission authorizes staff to hold FY2007 award announcements for 

MAP PLUS applicants when it becomes necessary to avoid a substantial risk of 
overcommitting the appropriation.  


