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 EMERGENCY AND PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AMENDMENTS 
 
 
Submitted for:  Information 
 
Summary: This item reports on proposed amendments to administrative rules for the Illinois 

National Guard (ING) Grant Program and the Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois 
Program. Emergency amendments to the rules for each program were filed with 
the Secretary of State and are effective September 3, 2013.  

 
 Due to recent statutory amendments affecting the administration of both 

programs, ISAC determined that emergency rulemaking was necessary to ensure 
that students participating in these programs receive financial assistance for the 
current academic year in accordance with changes to Sections 45 and 52 of the 
Higher Education Student Assistance Act (110 ILCS 947/1 et seq.). Amendments 
to the rules using the agency’s omnibus rulemaking procedures could not be 
completed in time to process FY14 payments.  

 
 Public Act 98-314 amends Section 45 to permit any person who has served over 

10 years in the Illinois National Guard an additional grant to State controlled 
universities or community colleges of two additional years of full-time 
enrollment. The emergency rules governing administration of the ING Grant 
Program amend the previously-adopted rules to provide qualifying students with 
the additional benefits to which they are entitled as a result of the statutory 
change.  

 
 Public Act 98-533 amends Section 52 to clarify the administrative 

responsibilities of ISAC in relation to the Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois 
Program and expand the program to allow for participation of freshman and 
sophomore students. The statutory amendment also allows students additional 
time to begin teaching at hard-to-staff schools before the scholarship assistance 
provided through the program converts to a loan. Again, the emergency rules 
amend the previously-adopted rules to implement the statutory changes to the 
Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois Program.  

 
 Once filed, emergency rules are effective without prior notice to the public for a 

period of 150 days. In order to permanently adopt the rules, ISAC has also 
initiated general rulemaking procedures. A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
which included the text of the proposed amendments, will be published in the 
Illinois Register triggering a 45-day public comment period during which the 
public may submit comments on the rule changes to ISAC.  

 
 Following the public comment period, ISAC will request that the Commission 

direct the Executive Director to submit the proposed amendments, with any 
changes made in light of public comments received, to the Joint Committee on 
Administrative Rules (JCAR) for further review.  

 
Action Requested: None 
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