
Bonus Waves of ISAC Info…

Following are responses to questions 
received during the 

ISAC Update General Session and 
the ISAC RISE Act Breakout Session 

on March 30, 2021
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How can we find committee schedules for the 
Illinois General Assembly? Can we watch or 

participate in the virtual hearings? 
The site offers a few ways 
to find out what bills 
could be heard in 
committees & when. You 
can select “Schedules” 
from the ILGA homepage 
or start with 
“Committees” and focus 
on the committees 
(probably Higher Ed and 
Approp – Higher Ed) that 
are most likely to hear 
bills of interest to you. 

Each committee schedule 
will list the “Virtual 
Room” assigned for each 
committee meeting. 

Choose “Audio/Video” to 
watch or listen to a 
livestream of the 
appropriate virtual room.
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Weighing in on bills in 
committees via ilga.gov

Each chamber provides 
instructions on how to 
submit testimony for 
committees, which 
include email addresses 
where you can submit 
written testimony or a 
request to provide oral 
testimony during a 
hearing.

If you do not want to 
provide testimony but 
would still like to officially 
register a position on a 
bill, you can file a witness 
slip via the “GA 
Dashboard.” You need not 
be present (or logged in) 
to make your opinion 
known.

https://ilga.gov/
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Links to House and Senate schedules 

• The Illinois General Assembly website lists 
the schedules for both the House and 
Senate
• ilga.gov/house/schedules/default.asp

• ilga.gov/senate/schedules/default.asp

https://ilga.gov/
https://ilga.gov/senate/schedules/default.asp
https://ilga.gov/senate/schedules/default.asp
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Will Katharine be able to provide the awesome 
spreadsheet with all the bills like she has in the 
past?

• Unfortunately, Katharine has not had a chance to pull 
together a nicely formatted list this year, but all of the bill 
numbers are listed on the slides in the General Session 
handout. 

• There is a cool feature on the ilga.gov website called “My 
Legislation” that allow you to create a free account and 
build a list of bills that interest you and that you can check 
for updates. 

• The “My Legislation” link is on the ilga.gov homepage, and 
once you navigate to it, there’s a helpful user guide that can 
give you an idea of the features and how to use it.
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Does ISAC expect to modify the Alternative 
Application to match the simplification of the 
FAFSA in 2022-23?

• Yes. As ISAC reviews the impact of FAFSA simplification on how students 
apply for MAP, we will also be looking at the impact to the Alternative 
Application and implementing changes to it, as appropriate.

• ISAC expects the FAFSA will continue to be the primary application for 
MAP for most students and expects to continue modeling the Alternative 
Application after the FAFSA process as closely as possible. 

• We are in the process of analyzing how FAFSA simplification will affect 
Illinois students and MAP eligibility, as well as the changes that will be 
required to our systems for MAP awarding and for the Alternative 
Application.

• Simplifying the application process and maximizing our reach to first-
generation students in particular is important to ISAC, and we are looking 
forward to receiving more information from ED in order to plan for and
proceed with implementation.
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What will happen to the Illinois RISE Act when 
Selective Service registration requirements are 
removed for federal financial aid?

• Removing the Selective Service requirement for federal student aid 
will open up the possibility of federal aid for transgender students 
who might not have otherwise been eligible. 
• Rather than file the Alternative Application as a pathway to only state 

aid, those transgender students would be able to complete the FAFSA 
to determine eligibility for both federal and state aid.  

• To be consistent with federal regulations, ISAC is analyzing the
option of removing the Selective Service registration requirement 
for its programs as well, however, there is a formalized process 
that ISAC will have to follow to do that, including legal approval, 
approval from the Commission, and administrative rule changes. 

• ISAC has started internal discussions on this topic, and is waiting 
to learn more from ED about their timeline for implementation. 

• We will keep colleges informed on the progress and the timeline 
for any ISAC changes as we work through the details.
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Will there ever be an ISIR-like document for 
the Alternative Application? Something that 
is printable?

• ISAC creates an Alternative Application Student Record for each 
student who completes the Alternative Application, which contains all 
of the information reported on the application, much like the ISIR 
provides all the information reported on the FAFSA. 

• The order of the data in the file layout follows the ISIR, and the values 
and formatting used on the Alternative Application Student Record 
are the same as those used on the ISIR, unless otherwise noted. 

• An Alternative Application Student Record School File Layout 
document, available in the Electronic Tools section of the E-Library, 
provides details about field names, length of the data fields, and start 
and end positions for the data elements. 

• Reports of student records can be extracted from the MAP system in 
GAP Access by selecting the File Extractions tab and choosing the 
Alternative Application Student Record option
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Will there ever be an ISIR-like document 
for the Alternative Application? Something 
that is printable?

• The Alternative Application Student Record report will be 
available as a text file in Notepad. 

• For a more reader-friendly view of the file, it can be opened 
in Notepad ++ -- a free app that can be downloaded from 
your app store.

• Similarly to how ISIRs are imported from ED, Alternative 
Application Student Records may be uploaded to a college’s 
internal system(s). 
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Will there ever be an ISIR-like document for the 
Alternative Application? Something that is 
printable?

• At this point in time, ISAC is not planning to make any 
additional enhancements to the tools or reporting options 
for 2020-21 or 2021-22 Alternative Application student 
records, however, ISAC continues to collect feedback for 
future enhancements. 

• Current work efforts are focused on adjustments that will 
be required in order to be consistent with FAFSA 
Simplification efforts.

• As we progress through those efforts, we will continue to 
assess ways that we can simply the Alternative Application 
process for both students and schools and determine if
they can be incorporated into future updates. 
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For a student who submitted an Alternative Application in 
2020-21 and received MAP, when starting the 2021-22  
application, are they considered a First-Time Applicant or a 
Returning Applicant?

• Students who have never created a Student Profile and submitted an 
Alternative Application are considered a First-Time Applicant. 

• Through that first-time process, students are presented with pre-
screening questions and establish their ISAC Student Profile account 
by creating a user name (email address) and password.  Once they’ve 
created their Profile account, the student is assigned an ISAC ID 
number which will remain their permanent identifier for ISAC 
purposes and will be used from one year to the next.   

• After that, any time students return to the Alternative Application 
process, they are considered a Returning Applicant. 

• When returning students file an application for the next year, or 
want to make corrections to a current year, students must use the 
same e-mail address used when they created their Student Profile.

• Or, if they have made an update to the e-mail address on their Student 
Profile, they should use the updated e-mail address.
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