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–General update: MAP, New Programs, 
Outreach, DEI

–Operational update

• Katharine

– Legislative Update
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The secret of change is to focus all of 
your energy not on fighting the old, 
but on building the new.

- Socrates
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Monetary Award Program: MAP
MAP is essential to diversity, equity, and inclusion
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FY 22 MAP

• Good news: more funding, can offer an award to essentially every student

• Bad news: fewer applicants

• FY 22: $28 million increase brought MAP to another historic high: $480 million

• Changing enrollments, increase in funding, outside factors, have made predicting 
applications and claim rates more challenging

– Currently a 3% decrease in announced applicants; 4% decrease in MAP eligible applicants

– But the FAFSA Mandate and supports are working! For dependent, first-time freshmen, 
announced applications are up about 4.5% and eligible applications are up about 3%!
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FY 22 MAP, cont’d

• Initial suspense extended and we continue to award MAP today for FY 22

– late-filing students (often adult, independent students) are able to receive MAP this 
academic year despite applying well after the start of the school year and even through the 
second term 

• We can utilize all available funding by offering an award to all eligible students, and 
by increasing the size of second and third term awards

– We know this is a challenge: providing our schools guidance, assistance and time to 
complete MAP adjustments and reconciliations

– Thank you for your feedback and partnership!

Our Shared Goal: Utilize all MAP funding to provide our low-income 
students with all funding available to them
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FY 23 MAP

• Governor’s recommended $122 million increase in MAP would bring total funding to 
approximately $601 million

• Based on current trends, ISAC could offer grants to essentially all eligible applicants

– Grants to as many as 155,000 students (depending on actual number of applicants)

– Includes 6,400 additional degree-seeking students

– Would extend MAP eligibility to additional short-term certificate programs at public institutions, 
helping to ensure that students seeking occupational and career and technical certificates 
shorter than one year will have access to MAP funds

• ISAC could finally award maximum grant, boosting the highest grant level from today’s 
$5,496 up to $6,468; recipients’ grant size would increase by an average of 20%
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New Programs/Programs Transferred to ISAC

• Early Childhood Access to Equity (ECACE) Scholarship

– ECACE Consortium includes IBHE, ICCB, Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development, Illinois 
Network of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (INCCRRA)

– Federal dollars cover scholarships for the full cost of attendance, after other financial aid received, to 
those who work or have worked in early childhood development and are seeking an undergraduate 
degree or credential in the field through ECACE-participating colleges and universities

– Scholarship launched late November 2021; funding still available for current school year; approx. 650 
applicants thus far

– ECACE Consortium is building student supports
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New Programs/Programs Transferred to ISAC

• Nurse Educator Scholarship Program (NESP)

– Anticipated that ISAC will be assuming the responsibility for administration later in FY 23

– Governor’s recommendation would double program funding to $4 million for FY 23 

• Community Behavioral Health Care Professional Loan Repayment Program

– New program created several years ago but never funded

– Partnering with IDHS Division of Mental Health

• Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Transition Scholarship Program

– New program, partnering with IDCEO

• Illinois Coalition for Higher Education in Prison (IL-CHEP) partnership 

– Preparing for Pell eligibility expansion under FAFSA Simplification

– IL-CHEP brings together practitioners, advocates and higher ed partners to advocate for new 
and existing ed programs
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Financial Aid Application Completion . . . and Enrollment
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All High School Seniors Lowest Socioeconomic Quintile

College Enrollment by November Following
High School Graduation*

Completed FAFSA

Did Not Complete FAFSA

While correlation doesn’t always imply causation, this represents an 84% higher likelihood of enrollment associated with FAFSA 
completion. The relationship is even stronger for students from the lowest socioeconomic quintile who completed a FAFSA: They were 
127% more likely to be enrolled in the fall following high school graduation than their counterparts who didn’t complete a FAFSA.

Illinois is 
currently ranked 
third in the 
nation for FY 23 
high school 
FAFSA 
completions to 
date

*Source: 
www.ncan.org/new
s/456025/Survey-
Data-Strengthen-
Association-
Between-FAFSA-
Completion-and-
Enrollment.htm
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College Illinois!® Prepaid Tuition Program

• Governor Pritzker recently signed bill providing an FY 22 
supplemental appropriation that includes a $230 million 
lump sum payment to the Illinois Prepaid Tuition Trust Fund 
that will essentially eliminate the College Illinois!® Program’s 
unfunded liability.

• The Program will remain closed to new enrollments;  will 
continue to operate as usual for the beneficiaries of the 
nearly 25,000 current contracts, with no change in benefit 
payments, customer service, or plan administration.
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• As an agency focused on improving access to and affordability of postsecondary education 
for all students, DEI has been and will continue to be an integral part of our mission

– increased MAP funding and expanding MAP to certificate programs; new scholarship and grant 
programs; and continued emphasis on financial aid application completion and college access support 
to help students get to and through school

• Other initiatives we are implementing this year include 

– improving language and website accessibility

– developing resources to help address student loan disparities and improve access to relevant and 
critical information

– work to review and access student level demographic data for our programs, which will help us to 
better evaluate our programs and services to help ensure racial and gender equity

• Implementing day-long DEI training for all staff

• More to come in DEI panel on Wednesday 

Thank you for your partnership and collaboration!

ISAC Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Initiatives
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Program Service & Compliance 
Operational Update



Agenda

1. MAP Update

2. ECACE Program Update

3. Minority Teacher of Illinois Scholarship (MTI) Program Update

4. ISAC Administrative Rules Proposed Amendments

5. ISAC-ILASFAA Partnership Committees
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2021-2022 MAP Update: 
Release of Awards from Suspense

• Data analysis following the second-term claim deadline date of February 25, 2022, 
continues to reflect decreases in both application volume and projected claim rates

• As a result, ISAC has released records from suspense status for students with initial 
FAFSA or Alternative Application receipt dates from February 1, 2022 forward

• Initially, ISAC had announced an August 27, 2021 MAP suspense date, followed by a 
limited release, and then a February 1, 2022 second suspense date

• All records previously suspended have been released and there is currently no 
suspense date in effect for the 2021-22 award year

• Students who have not yet filed a FAFSA or Alternative Application for the 2021-22 
award year should be counseled to do so and may still be awarded MAP
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2021-2022 MAP Update: Claims

• Late Claims Are Being Paid

– All late claims have been released

– Results are now available in the MAP system

• Submitting Claims

– ISAC is accepting MAP payment claims for the third term and is also accepting all first-
and second-term claims

– Third term is the defined as the third quarter (at institutions operating on a quarter system), or, 
for institutions where the second semester begins after Feb. 15th, the second semester

– A priority claim deadline date has not yet been established

– For all terms, colleges may submit:

o initial claims,

o increases to previously-submitted claims,

o claims for awards released from suspense, and

o late claims
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2021-22 Mid-Year MAP Recompute: Operational Details

• Recompute
‒ Will be implemented April 8 - 10

o GAP Access and the ISAC Student Portal will be unavailable, starting at 5 pm on Thursday, April 7 
• This will Include program applications

o They are expected to be available again by noon on Monday, April 11

‒ ISAC will generate a Cumulative Payment Results Report for each school before 
implementing the recompute formula
o It will be available in GAP Access when it reopens on April 11

‒ The increase to MAP awards will be incorporated into the current 2021-22 Recompute 
Formula
o It will result in:

• an increased eligible award amount for Second Term (Spring 2022) awards at semester institutions 
• an increased eligible award amount for Second and Third Terms (Winter and Spring 2022) at quarter 

institutions

o There will not be an increase to eligible award amounts for Fall 2021 
term awards
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2021-22 Mid-Year MAP Recompute – Operational Details

• Reprocess
‒ All Second and Third Term claims successfully submitted to ISAC as of Thursday, April 7 at 5 

p.m. will be reprocessed to increase the paid award amount, with a few exceptions:
o Claims for which the college checked the Override box and adjusted the award amount in the MAP 

system will not be automatically reprocessed
o Student records with unresolved conflict situations

‒ Second and Third Term claims that have been submitted via FTP will be reprocessed
o Although FTP payment claims display in the MAP system with the Override box checked, ISAC will 

identify and reprocess increases for claims that have been submitted by FTP
‒ After reprocessing all paid claims, an invoice will be generated for the total amount of 

increases made
o Payment and invoice information will be provided to each college through the usual business 

process
‒ Results are expected to be available in GAP Access on April 11
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2021-22 Mid-Year MAP Recompute – Operational Details

• Reconcile
‒ Colleges are encouraged to download both of the ISAC-generated Cumulative 

Payment Results Reports (pre- and post- recompute) for your records
o College will also have the usual ability to generate their own payment results reports as well 

as a Payment Results Extract file
• The extract file will display both the original amount and the amount that the payment has increased

‒ Payment claim and year-end reconciliation dates will be extended to allow colleges 
plenty of time to make adjustments to student records

‒ ISAC will be following up with additional guidance for students who may have used 
Chapter 33 benefits and for whom an over-award situation may occur as a result of 
the MAP award increase
o In these cases, it would be acceptable to adjust the MAP award downward rather than create 

a Chapter 33 repayment situation for the student with the VA
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Increased Award Amounts

• At semester institutions
‒ Paid award amounts for the Second Term will be increased by 6%

o As a result of the recompute formula, the maximum annual award amount will increase to 
$5,661. The increase will only be attributed to the Second (Spring 2022) Term
• Fall Term maximum amount will remain at $2,748
• Spring Term maximum amount will be $2,913

‒ Any claims or adjustments submitted on or after Monday, April 11, 2022 will 
calculate under the recompute formula, reflecting the 6% increase to Second (Spring) 
Term award amounts
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Increased Award Amounts

• At quarter institutions
‒ Paid award amounts for the Second and Third Quarters will be increased by 4.5%

o As a result of the recompute formula, the maximum annual award amount will increase to 
$5,661. The increase will only be attributed to the Second and Third Quarters (Winter and 
Spring 2022) 
• Fall Quarter maximum amount will remain at $1,832
• Winter Quarter maximum amount will be $1,914
• Spring Quarter maximum amount will be $1,915

‒ Any claims or adjustments submitted on or after Monday, April 11, 2022 will 
calculate under the recompute formula, reflecting the 4.5% increase to Second and 
Third Quarter award amounts
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Preparing for Recompute and Reprocessing

• Only submitted and paid records will be reprocessed by ISAC to calculate the 
increased award amounts
‒ Student records showing a status code of “U” in the MAP system are in an “Updated” 

status, but have not been submitted 
o Records with the “U” status would not be reprocessed, as they are not considered to have 

been paid 

• To ensure that all records are submitted prior to recompute, colleges can 
generate reports in the MAP system to identify records that may still need 
to be submitted:
– Payment Requests Not Submitted Report
– Payment Requests On Hold Report 
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ECACE 2021-22 Scholarship Update

• Application priority consideration date was March 1, 2022  
• The ECACE Application must be completed online through ISAC’s Student Portal
• Applicants must provide information on the application about their employment in 

the early childhood field from the Gateways to Opportunity Registry, including:
– A Member ID number
– An Eligibility Verification Form

• It’s recommended that applicants have all required information available before 
starting the ECACE application

• Applicants must also complete (or have completed) a 2021-22 Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®)
– The 2021-22 FAFSA® must be completed before the ECACE application priority consideration 

date of March 1, 2022 to be considered in the first round of awarding
– The ECACE-participating college must be listed on the FAFSA
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ECACE Awarding in GAP Access

• After the March 1 priority consideration date, the first round of awarding 
took place and colleges are able to see a list of eligible students in GAP 
Access

• Both the ECACE application and the FAFSA must be submitted by the 
priority date to be considered in the first round of awarding
–Applicants do not have to demonstrate financial need to receive the scholarship
–Applicants will be prioritized by EFC for awarding purposes

• ISAC will continue to accept applications after March 1, and additional 
rounds of awarding will take place



2022-23 Minority Teachers of Illinois (MTI) Scholarship Program

• What’s new for 2022-23 --
– The percentage of funds to be reserved for male applicants increases to 35%, with priority given 

to qualified Black males
– Incorporates consideration of financial need in awarding

• A FAFSA or Alternative Application must be filed in addition to the MTI application for the corresponding 
award year

• Both applications must be submitted by the priority consideration date to be considered timely

– Students may be eligible even if not yet enrolled in an educator preparation program if they 
have received a College and Career Pathways Endorsement and commit to enrolling in a course of 
study leading to teacher licensure

– If appropriation levels reach specified thresholds:
• Award amounts would increase to $7,500
• Funds would be reserved for qualified bilingual minority applicants, with priority given to students enrolled in 

a program with a concentration in bilingual, bicultural education

• Amendments were adopted for MTI administrative rules, effective January 1, 2022, to 
reflect these changes
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2022-23 MTI Program

• The priority consideration date for the MTI Application and the FAFSA 
or Alternative Application was March 31, 2022

• The application for the 2022-23 MTI Program is accessible online via 
the ISAC Student Portal

• Applicants will need to create an ISAC Student Portal Account to 
complete the online application
–RISE Act-eligible applicants must complete an Alternative Application 

Student Profile

• Applicants have the option of electronically signing the 
Application/Promissory Note (preferred method), or they may print 
and sign the application by hand and mail to ISAC
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MTI Certifications

• MTI certifications will be available later this spring
• The only way an applicant can be considered for an award and/or receive 

an MTI notification letter about their ineligibility is if the applicant’s 
certification has been completed by the college in GAP Access

• FAAs will be asked to provide the EFC to ISAC during the 
certification process
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ISAC Proposed Rules & Amendments

• ISAC's 2022-23 omnibus rulemaking cycle is currently underway, with rules and 
amendments being proposed for the following:
– Part 2700 – General Provisions – several new definitions and a newly-created Section are being 

added to this Part, in response to recent legislation
• Most significantly, the definition of "Mandatory Fees" is being expanded to include fees for students 

studying though distance education (in addition to previously-included on-campus students)

– Part 2733 – Illinois Veteran Grant (IVG) Program – as a result of the approval of P.A. 102-0382, 
an expansion of what's considered an "honorable discharge" for program eligibility is being 
added

– Part 2746 – Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Transition Scholarship Program – rules were 
created for the administration of this new program

• The proposed rules and amendments, were published in the February 18 issue of 
the Illinois Register, initiating a 45-day public comment period which ended on Sunday, 
April 3
– Comments will be accepted by ISAC until the close of business on

Monday, April 4
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ISAC-ILASFAA Partnership Committees

• Feedback from our school partners is critical, please consider joining one of 
these committees
‒ Rules & Operations -- Responsible for reviewing and advising ISAC staff of issues 

pertinent to the operational, delivery aspects, and rules of all ISAC programs and 
services

‒ Formula Committee -- Responsible for reviewing and advising ISAC staff of issues 
pertinent to MAP funding requests, MAP start-up formula, and the subsequent MAP 
recompute formula

• Broad sector representation and valuable school perspective will be 
very important as we prepare for the future changes to program delivery….
‒ 2022-23 MAP
‒ GAP Access Re-engineering
‒ FAFSA Simplification
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Reminders

• Remember to regularly review your school websites and materials as new 
laws are enacted, rule changes go into effect, etc.
– For example:

• Ensure your websites have been updated regarding eligibility for the MTI program in 
2022-23

• Update information regarding the ECACE program 

• Use isac.org as a resource – Student & FAA sections
‒ E-messages
‒ FAQs
‒ ISAC rules
‒ Current program applications
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“As of This Writing…”
A State Legislative Update 

that May Be Obsolete 
by the Time It’s Over

Katharine Gricevich
ISAC Government Relations

katharine.gricevich@illinois.gov

mailto:katharine.gricevich@illinois.gov


Scheduled Legislative Adjournment: 
This Friday, April 8th
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FY 23 Pritzker Budget Highlights (ISAC)

• Monetary Award Program (MAP): $122 million increase (to $601m) could 
allow bigger grants for more students, including students in shorter-term 
programs not previously eligible 

– Could allow us to offer grants to all eligible students who apply through the end of the 
spring term

– ISAC could finally award maximum grant allowed in statute, boosting the highest grant 
level from today’s $5,496 up to $6,468.  Overall, recipients’ grant size would increase 
by an average of 20%.

– Would help ensure that students at public institutions have access to occupational 
and career and technical certificates shorter than one year
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FY 23 Pritzker Budget Highlights (ISAC), continued

• Minority Teachers of Illinois Program (MTI) : $4.3 million request (up from 
$1.9m) could allow the program to serve additional applicants, increase the 
grant size from $5,000 to $7,500, and set aside a portion of funds for bilingual 
applicants, among other changes 

• Nursing Education Scholarship Program: Governor requested that the 
program double in size (to $4 million) and be moved to ISAC from IDPH for 
administration 

• Agency Operations and Outreach, Research, and Training: State support to 
replace federal funding that previously subsidized everything the agency does 
(grant administration, the ISACorps, professional development, Call Center, 
etc.)
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Notable Ideas on Hold

• MAP for non-T&F costs of attendance (SB 819) and for dual credit (HB 2827), 
but not for proprietaries (SB 3676)

• Free textbooks for all graduates of Illinois high schools (SB 3856)

• Rebating all tuition & fees paid by public school teachers (HB 4139)

• Establishing new standards for an institution’s ratio of marketing vs. 
instructional spending (bill not filed) or a state-level gainful employment-
style metric (HB 3207)

39



Noteworthy Bills that Passed Both Houses

• SB 3149: Info for students who are parents regarding CCAP and the dependent 
care allowance (must include in MAP award language and provide to other 
students with dependents)

• HB 5175: Basing Illinois Veteran Grant eligibility on only the most recent 
character of service (rather than every period)

• HB 4201: Requires each public institution to designate a benefits navigator to 
help students take advantage of available means-tested supports

• HB 4724: Allows campus bookstores to extend credit to students
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More Noteworthy Bills that Passed Both Houses

• SB 3792: High school equivalency certificate to become “Illinois High School 
Diploma”

• SB 3925: New ISAC-administered loan repayment program for human service 
professionals working for private entities on contract with DHS, DCFS, etc.

• HR 582: Encourages the creation of a task force within the P-20 Council to 
examine possible funding and governance structures for college and career 
readiness initiatives

• HR 681: Calls on ISAC and ISBE to celebrate schools’ adoption of Career 
Pathways and Postsecondary and Career Expectations frameworks (PaCE) 
and encourage their broader adoption
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Bills Awaiting Concurrence and Likely to Be Approved

• HB 5464: IBHE initiative to support the higher education strategic plan

• SB 3032: Prohibits institutions from withholding transcripts because of 
unpaid balances

• HB 4645: Creates the Equity and Representation in Health Care Workforce 
Loan Repayment Program and the Equity and Representation in Health Care 
Workforce Scholarship Program to be administered by the Department of 
Public Health

• HB 3296: Requires school districts to establish college and career pathways 
endorsements or justify why they will not
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Ideas Likely to Re-Emerge (This Session or Later)

• SB 3672: Making AIM HIGH permanent

• HB 5358: ISAC-administered grants for truckers in training 

• HB 4267: ISAC-administered grants for police officers in training

• HB 4676: ISAC-administered grants for Illinoisans returning from 
incarceration who seek careers in behavioral health, including addiction 
counseling 

• HB 4205: ISAC-administered loan repayment program for young people who 
live in Illinois after graduation

• SB 1145: tuition tax credit for families that don’t qualify for MAP

• HB 4265: requirement that institutional forms offer “nonbinary” identifier

• HB 5004: replacing all “alien” references with “noncitizen” throughout 
statute
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Sign up for e-messaging 
at www.isac.org, and 

you’ll be alerted when we 
post a State Legislative 

Update with a wrap-up of 
this spring’s session.
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Thank you for joining us!

• Questions/Comments?
Carol Cook

Managing Director, Program Services & Compliance
Carol.Cook@illinois.gov

Katharine Gricevich
Director, Government Relations
Katharine.Gricevich@illinois.gov
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