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• Review state and federal legislation of 
interest to the ILASFAA membership 

• Assist with advocacy efforts

• Collaborate with NASFAA and MASFAA 
advocacy

• Provide communication and training on 
legislation impacting students, financial aid 
and higher education

Committee Purpose



• Provide legislative updates

• Develop and maintain an ILASFAA Legislative 
Toolkit

• Provide recommendations on advocacy efforts

• Share best practices and resources through 
trainings, webinars, newsletters, etc.

• Inform the ILASFAA membership about 
legislation that has passed which will have an 
impact on students, financial aid processes 
and programs, and other relevant higher 
education topics

Committee Projects
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• What is Advocacy? “The act or process of supporting a cause or 
proposal; the act or process of advocating something”

• Your Voice Matters! You do not need to be in Washington, D.C., or 
even Springfield, Illinois, to be an effective advocate for student 
financial aid. 

• Once you have defined key issues of importance to your students 
and your institution, these will serve as a framework to help you 
consider the following questions that will drive your advocacy 
efforts:

• What is the mission of your organization?
• What is important to your state, ILASFAA, and your students?
• What major issues are at hand in Illinois? Is there a particular topic or 

piece of legislation that continues to surface?
• Is there an issue that is a common frustration to students and families?
• Are there any issues causing undue hardship for students, or 

administratively burdensome for financial aid administrators?

Introduction
& Why Does It Matter to Us? 



• The next step is to act on behalf of the students, institution, and 
association. 

• Identify specific points or values that you want to communicate. 
• Focus on the most important aspects of the topic; do not include too 

many details.

• YOU are an advocate for students at your institution. According to 
the NASFAA “What Financial Aid Administrators Do” graphic, aid 
administrators:

• Offer feedback from an institutional perspective on student aid 
legislation and proposals

• Provide financial aid success stories of students from your state or district 
• Explain the financial aid needs and challenges of students in your state 

or district 
• Supply statistics detailing the amount of aid that benefits students from 

your state or district
• Illustrate how compliance with certain existing and proposed statutes 

can hinder opportunities to assist and counsel students

• The toolkit is designed to help you be a good advocate for your 
students and institution.

Introduction
& Why Does It Matter to Us? 



From 
NASFAA

nasfaa.org/uploads/docume
nts/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf

http://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf


• The law of Illinois consists of several levels, including
• Constitutional
• Statutory
• Regulatory
• Case
• Local

• The Illinois General Assembly, like the U.S. Congress, has two bodies – a 
bicameral legislature:
• the Senate and
• the House of Representatives 

• A bill becomes a law when it passes both houses of the General Assembly
with a majority vote in each house and is signed by the governor.

• This process can take time with committee debates and caucuses, hearings and
amendments being incorporated.

How a Bill Becomes a Law



• A bill that is not signed by the governor within 60 days of being presented 
to him or her becomes law without signature. 

• The governor has the power to veto a bill. 

• If the governor vetoes a bill, the legislature may override the veto by a 
three-fifths majority vote in each house. 

• Laws that have passed the legislature and been signed by the governor 
are called Public Acts, public laws or statutes.

• A bill may be introduced in either the House or the Senate. 

How a Bill Becomes a Law



• The Illinois Constitution contains several requirements meant to 
guarantee that legislators will understand the bills they are acting on 
before they are passed. 
• A bill must be printed and available for reading before passage
• It must address only one subject
• The section of the law that is being amended must be identified
• The bill must be read on three separate days and the final vote must be 

recorded. 

• Reading a bill does not mean that the entire bill is read. 
• Usually only the title is read, but the process of reading:

• announces to the legislature that the bill is being considered, 
• allows legislators to debate the bill and suggest amendments, and 
• prohibits passage of a bill without at least a three-day delay.

How a Bill Becomes a Law



• ilasfaa.org as an important resource

• On the radar legislation

• Updates and status of legislation

• Message board

• RSS feeds

Legislative Issues Website
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• There are a number of useful tools on the Illinois General Assembly website 
that can help you learn about our state legislators, the work of various 
committees and the status of proposed legislation as it progresses through 
the legislative process.

• For example, to learn which legislators are serving on committees related to 
higher education, you can connect to the list of Committees for the Senate 
and/or the House and from there learn more about the bills they are 
proposing and when the hearings will take place. 

• The site offers a few ways to find out what bills could be heard in committees 
and when 

• There is also a feature called “My Legislation” that allows you to create a free 
account and build a list of bills that interest you and that you can check for 
updates. 

• The “My Legislation” link is on the homepage, and once you navigate to it, 
there is a helpful user guide that explains the tools available and how to use

How to Use the Illinois General 
Assembly Website - ilga.gov



The Illinois General 

Assembly website 

lists the schedules for 

both the House and 

Senate

ilga.gov/house/

schedules/defa

ult.asp

ilga.gov/senate

/schedules/def

ault.asp



The site offers a few 

ways to find out what 

bills could be heard in 

committees & when. 

You can select 

“Schedules” from the 

homepage or start with 

“Committees” and 

focus on committees 

(e.g. Higher Ed and 

Approp – Higher Ed) 

that are most likely to 

hear bills of interest to 

you. 

Each committee 

schedule will list the 

location for each 

committee meeting. 

Choose “Audio/Video” 

to watch or listen to a 

livestream.



Each chamber 

provides instructions 

on how to submit 

testimony for 

committees, which 

include email 

addresses where you 

can submit written 

testimony or a 

request to provide 

oral testimony during 

a hearing.

If you do not want to 

provide testimony but 

would still like to 

officially register a 

position on a bill, you 

can file a witness slip 

via the “GA 

Dashboard.” You 

need not be present 

(or logged in) to 

make your opinion 

known.







Through the use of the “My 
Legislation” tool, you can 
build a query based on 
several different options, 
and save the query for 
future use. 

A list of legislation will be 
generated based on your 
query, similar to this 
sample, showing bill 
numbers, when the hearing 
is scheduled for, where it is 
in the process, etc. 



• What Financial Aid Administrators Do
• www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf

• For students and families:
• Know what aid is available, who qualifies for aid, how aid is equitably 

distributed, and the renewal requirements for subsequent years.

• Help students file applications accurately and verify their eligibility for 

aid Assist students on a personal level by fostering financial literacy and 

debt management, and by mitigating unusual circumstances that might 

otherwise hinder a student’s academic progress.

• Advocate for streamlining and simplifying the aid application process 

and for policies that ensure the federal financial aid programs are 

structured and implemented in a way to promote postsecondary 

access and success.

Financial Aid 101 for Staffers

http://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf


• What Financial Aid Administrators Do
• www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf

• For the institutions they work for:
• Help enroll and retain students; many students could not attend or 

remain in school without financial assistance.
• Facilitate receipt of financial aid to help students meet institutional costs.
• Manage student employment; on-campus jobs help support academic 

departments, libraries, food service, and other facets of institutional 
operations Ensure compliance with voluminous and detailed federal, 
state, and local statute and regulations, and often coordinate 
campuswide compliance.

• Maintain membership and participate in professional associations, such 
as NASFAA, which provides opportunities for advocacy and professional 
development.

Financial Aid 101 for Staffers

http://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf


• What Financial Aid Administrators Do
• www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf

• For their communities:
• Connect student employees with community service opportunities, 

literacy projects, and local businesses.
• Act as a resource for high school counselors and community based 

college access programs and initiatives.
• Speak at college nights or other events to explain budgeting, financial 

literacy, and financing an education beyond high school. 
• Serve as a resource for adults who may have an interest in attending or 

completing college.

Financial Aid 101 for Staffers

https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf


• What Financial Aid Administrators Do
• www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf

• For policy makers and their staff:
• Offer feedback from an institutional perspective on student aid 

legislation and proposals.
• Provide financial aid success stories of students from your state or district.
• Explain the financial aid needs and challenges of students in your state 

or district.
• Supply statistics detailing the amount of aid that benefits students from 

your state or district.
• Illustrate how compliance with certain existing and proposed statutes 

can hinder opportunities to assist and counsel students.

Financial Aid 101 for Staffers

http://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/what_FAs_do_PDF2.pdf


State Laws and Regulations 

• A helpful tool for finding state laws and regulations is the Law Library of 
Congress’ guide for each state.

• guides.loc.gov/law-us-illinois

• As part of their efforts to serve students and the higher education 
community in Illinois, IBHE, ICCB, ISAC and IDVA closely monitor 
legislation affecting colleges and universities and their students

• These agencies also propose legislative initiatives to advance priorities 
and addresses issues raised by members of the General Assembly. 

• Additionally, institutions and the financial aid administrator community 
monitor and provide recommendations and information to the General 
Assembly

• There are many ways to communicate with your elected official – from 
letters – to phone calls – to in-person visits.

Tracking & Responding to 
Legislation



Writing Letters

• When writing letters, make sure that your writing is clear and precise. 

• Include your name and address. 

• Follow one of these standard ways for addressing your legislator:

Tracking & Responding to 
Legislation

For letters to State Senators:
The Honorable (First Name, Last Name)
Illinois State Senate
Statehouse
Springfield IL 62706
Dear Senator:

For letters to State Representatives:
The Honorable (First Name, Last Name)
Illinois House of Representatives
Statehouse
Springfield, IL 62706
Dear Representative:

For letters to Members of Congress:
The Honorable (First Name, Last Name)
U.S. House of Representatives
Street Address
Washington, D.C.

The Honorable (First Name, Last Name)
U.S. Senate
Street Address
Washington, D.C.

For specific addresses, visit www.house.gov
or www.senate.gov.

http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/


Phone Calls

• A phone call can be a very fast, immediate way to communicate your position 

on an issue, or to find out your legislator’s position

• Contact the State of Illinois at 217-782-2000 or 312-814-3500 to get specific 

numbers for members of the General Assembly or visit ilga.gov.

• For members of the U.S. Congress, call 202-224-3121 or visit thomas.loc.gov.

In-Person Meetings

• To schedule a meeting with your legislator, call his or her office to speak with a 

staff member. 

• Identify yourself as a constituent, and indicate the issue you would like to discuss.

• In-person meetings are particularly effective if you are impacted by a particular 

piece of legislation.

Legislative Testimony at the General Assembly
• Legislative hearings are held throughout the legislative process during the 

committee phase. To find out if a bill has been scheduled for a hearing, call the 

Legislative Information Service at 217-782-3944 or visit ilga.gov.

Tracking & Responding to 
Legislation

http://www.ilga.gov/
http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://www.ilga.gov/


• Most higher education institutions have:
• one or more staff members assigned to handle government relations for 

their institution,
• someone on contract to handle government relations for their institution, 

and/or
• one or more memberships in organizations that represent the interests of 

their sector (e.g., the Federation of Independent Illinois Colleges & 
Universities, the Illinois Council of Community College Presidents, the Illinois 
Community College Trustees Association)

• These individuals and organizations can be helpful points of 
contact.

• If you haven’t already, you can reach out to them to let them know 
that you can be a resource for them and find out how you can be 
kept apprised of what’s happening in the legislature.

Tracking & Responding to 
Legislation



ILASFAA Conference 2023

Resources

• capitolfax.com/
• Daily news and insights from the Capitol

• hannah-il.com/Login/Index.html
• Hannah news service, for statehouse news, information and research

• Legislative tracking service
• www.hannahnews.com/features/legislation-bill-tracking-service/

• Capitol Connection
• www.hannahnews.com/products/capitol-connection/

• guides.loc.gov/law-us-Illinois
• Guide to Law Online: U.S. Illinois

• nasfaa.org/Advocacy_Policy_ResearchNasfaa.org
• NASFAA Advocacy webpage

• Legislative Tracker
• www.nasfaa.org/legislative_tracker

• isac.org
• Katharine’s State Legislative Update

• isac.org/e-library/prs-rls-st-leg/isac-state-legislative-updates/



ILASFAA Conference 2023

More information, along with 
the ILASFAA Legislative Toolkit 

will be available soon at 
ilasfaa.org


