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2022-23 Close Out
ÅDebit letters for the 2022-23 MAP, MTI and ECACE programs have been sent 

to Financial Aid Directors
o These are sent to institutions that have an outstanding amount due to ISAC for one 

or more of these programs
o The letter provides a summary of the total amount due to ISAC for each program
o All refund checks should be made payable to the Illinois Student Assistance 

Commission
Á Refund checks should be accompanied by a Gift Assistance Programs Check Return Form, 

and the specific term(s) and program(s) for each refund must be identified
Á Please do not send refund checks to ISAC without providing the appropriate adjustment 

data

ÅFunds are due to ISAC by September 29, 2023

ÅThe address to send checks and the Check Return Form to is:
o Finance & Accounting Division - J10, Illinois Student Assistance Commission, 

1755 Lake Cook Rd Deerfield, IL 60015-5209

ÅQuestions may be directed ISAC's School Services Department at 
866-247-2172 or isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov
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https://www.isac.org/faas/processes/documents/Check_Return_Form.pdf


isac.org/faas/processes/refunds -and-unpaid-claims/
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FY24 ISAC Program Appropriations
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Å Monetary Award Program (MAP) ҭ$701,566,200
Å Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois Program ҭ$10,750,000
Å Minority Teachers of Illinois (MTI) Scholarship Program ҭ$8,000,000
Å Social Work Scholarship/Repayment Programs (combined 

appropriation) ҭ$6,000,000
Å Nursing Education Scholarships (NES) ҭ$4,000,000

Grant Programs for Dependents of Police, Fire or Correctional Officers ҭ
$1,300,000

Å Illinois Teachers Loan Repayment Program ҭ$975,000
Å Nurse Educator Loan Repayment Program ҭ$500,000
Å Grant Program for Exonerees ҭ$150,000
Å Veterans' Home Medical Providers' Loan Repayment Program ҭ$26,400
Å AIM HIGH Grant Pilot Program ҭ$50,000,000

Å AIM HIGH Program funds are disbursed in lump sums by ISAC to public universities.



2023-24 MAP Payment Processing

ÅSchools may begin to submit 2023-24 payment requests for the fall 
term

Å2023-24 MAP maximum award amount is $8,400

ÅClaims may be submitted through the MAP system in GAP Access or 
via the File Transfer Protocol process 
o Deadlines dates for the first term will be set later this fall

ÅPayment requests are processed on a nightly basis and results are 
provided the next business day

ÅSee the August 21 e-Message for program updates:
isac.org/e -library/partner -e-messages-and-newsletters/ faa-e-messages/eLibrary -
faa-2023-0821.html
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https://www.isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-faa-2023-0821.html


MAP ҭCertificate Programs
ÅTo request MAP payment for a student in an eligible certificate program, 

report the number of credit -based hours in which the student is enrolled for 
the term.

o If the student is enrolled in additional coursework, the number of enrollment hours 
reported should be the combination of the certificate program hours and other 
coursework the student may be enrolled in.

ÅWhen submitting a MAP payment request for a student in a certificate 
program, the Short-Term Certificate Program indicator should be checked in 
the MAP system. 

o The certificate box should be checked even if the hours are mixed (a combination 
of traditional and certificate program courses). 

o Help text is provided to clarify when the indicator 
should be checked.

ÅFor payment requests submitted via File Transfer 
Rtqvqeqn."c"ҵ[Ҷ"kpfkecvqt"ujqwnf"dg"rtqxkfgf"kp"
Field #24 in the FTP file, per the file specifications.
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MAP ҭCertificate Programs
Å If requesting payment in the MAP system in GAP Access, the indicator can be provided 

on the:
o Student Payment Detail screen ҭfor individual reporting
o Input Enrollment screen ҭfor batch reporting, will apply to all students entered on the screen
o Payment Generation screen ҭfor batch processing; will apply to all students selected (and 

saved) on the Student Payment List
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MAP ҭProcessing Reminder
ÅIf a payment request has been submitted for a term and the MAP 

code needs to be corrected or updated:

o First, cancel the original request (just as you would do a cancellation for 
other reasons, such as a withdrawal) 

o Once the cancellation has processed, submit a new request using the 
alternate budget code

ÅThis can be done in GAP Access in the MAP system for individual 
cflwuvogpvu"vq"c"uvwfgpvҲu"tgeqtf"qt"kv"oc{"dg"fqpg"wukpi"HVR

o In either case, this would be a two-step process of cancelling the request 
and letting it process, and then submitting a new request after the 
cancellation has processed

ÅKeep in mind claim deadline dates when making this kind of 
adjustment to ensure plenty of time to cancel and then submit a new 
claim
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2023-24 Minority Teachers of Illinois 
(MTI) Scholarship Program
ÅAwarding for all Timely Renewal applicants who have been certified as 

eligible has taken place effective August 18

ÅAward notifications were mailed to all eligible applicants by ISAC

ÅEqnngigu"oc{"xkgy"cyctf"tguwnvu"qp"vjg"ҵUvwfgpv"Nkuv"Gnkikdknkv{<"Xkgy"uetggpҶ"
in the MTI system within GAP Access

ÅOnline application remains available
o Priority consideration date was March 31, 2023 to be considered Timely

ÅColleges certify eligibility in the MTI system
o Continue certifying eligibility on a daily basis to ensure your students will be 

included in the awarding process

ÅAll certification records must be completed, regardless of whether the college 
certifies a student as eligible or ineligible and regardless of whether the 
student is currently enrolled
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2023-24 MTI Program

ÅIn light of the recent Supreme Court decisions pertaining to college admission 
practices, 

ÅISAC continues to administer all of our programs, including MTI, with no 
ejcpigu"cpf"kp"ceeqtfcpeg"ykvj"Knnkpqku"uvcvwg"cpf"KUCEҲu"cfokpkuvtcvkxg"
rules. 

ÅIn order to ensure qualified applicants are considered for available program 
funding, be sure to continue certifying records for both renewal and new 
applicants so they are included in future rounds of awarding and receive the 
appropriate notifications.
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Å isac.org/newsroom/isac -press-
releases/2023 -Press-Releases/Higher-Ed-
FinAid-Leaders.pdf

https://www.isac.org/newsroom/isac-press-releases/2023-Press-Releases/Higher-Ed-FinAid-Leaders.pdf


2023-24 MTI Payment Processing

ÅSchools may begin to submit 2023-24 payment requests for the 
fall term

ÅFirst-term payment requests must be submitted on or before 
Friday, December 29

ÅClaims may be submitted through the MTI system in GAP Access 
or via the File Transfer Protocol process 

ÅSubmitting payment requests is a two -step process, generating
the request and then submitting the request

ÅColleges are encouraged to submit payment requests as soon as 
possible
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2023-24 Illinois Special Education Teacher 
Tuition Waiver (SETTW) Program

ÅTuition waivers have been awarded in accordance with ISAC Administrative 
Rules, with priority consideration of March 1, 2023

o Award notifications and Rights and Responsibilities documents were mailed to 
eligible applicants

o Letters were sent to all other qualified applicants who are not selected
o Be sure to communicate to students what their award amount is

ÅSchools may now complete the tuition waiver process in GAP Access
o This is done by certifying eligibility in GAP Access for both newly-awarded students 

and transfer students is available in the SETTW system within GAP Access

ÅEach of the public universities with students who were awarded 2023-24 tuition 
waivers has been sent an e-mail from ISAC

o Egtvkh{"gcej"uvwfgpvҲu"gnkikdknkv{"ykvjkp"82"fc{u"qh"vjg"fcvg"qp"yjkej"vjg"g-mail is 
received

ÅIf subsequent 2023-24 SETTW awards are announced, ISAC will send similar e-
mail messages to impacted institutions.
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Dual-Awarding Students Eligible for 
SETTW, MTI and/or Golden Apple

ÅIf a student qualifies for SETTW, MTI and/or Golden Apple the student must choose 
which program they would like to use

o A student cannot receive the benefits of two programs in the same award year
o ISAC will send the student a letter asking them to choose which program they want to accept
o These letters include a deadline date to return the form

ÅIf a student decides to change which program benefit he/she wants to receive:
o First confirm that the student has been awarded the other program before cancelling a payment 

request/claim that may have already been made
Á For example, make sure that the student was awarded funds for MTI before cancelling a payment request 

for Golden Apple

ÅProgram teaching obligations
o SETTW requires two-year teaching commitment
o Golden Apple requires a five-year teaching commitment
o MTI has a one-year teaching commitment for each year that the scholarship is received
o These programs will convert to a loan that the student must repay if the teaching commitment is 

not met.

ÅUejqqnu"ecp"hkpf"oqtg"kphqtocvkqp"qp"vjgug"rtqitcou"qp"KUCEҲu"ygdukvg"kp"vjg"HCC"
area, the Administrative Rules, and the User Guides

o isac.org/e -library/administrative -rules/2023 -24-isac-rules.html
o isac.org/gap -access/#guide 15

http://www.isac.org/e-library/administrative-rules/2023-24-isac-rules.html
http://www.isac.org/gap-access/#guide
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Å Click on        icon

Å This will take 
you to the 
Student Detail: 
Eligibility screen. 

Å Scroll down to 
view if the 
student was also 
awarded GA or 
SETTW

Ways to View Students Awarded GA, SETTW & MTI
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Wukpi"vjg"ҵUqtvҶ"vcd."{qw"
can create a list of 
students who have been 
awarded MTI, sorted by 
Award Date

You can also create a list 
of students who have been 
awarded GA or SETTW

After selecting your Sort 
qrvkqpu."enkem"qp"vjg"ҵNkuvҶ"
tab to view the sorted list 
of students

The MTI Student List 
Eligibility: View screen 
shows whether a student is 
also awarded GA or SETTW

Å Scroll all the way over 
using the scroll bar at 
bottom of screen
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Dual-Awarding Students with MTI & Golden Apple

Å Example of a student for which payment was requested for both the 
MTI & GA scholarships

Å The college must CANCEL one of the scholarships
Å This will be an audit finding if not corrected



2023-24 Military Programs

ÅIllinois National Guard (ING) Grant
o Benefit usage reporting for the Fall Term 2023, which starts the 2023-24 award year, 

is now available and must be submitted on or before Friday, December 29.
o The application is opened and starting with the 2023 -24 academic year:
Á there are no longer term deadline dates by which applications must be submitted each term
Á applications must be received by ISAC in time for eligibility to be determined
Á the applicant will need to notify the college about their eligibility no later than the last 

scheduled day of classes for the first term for which benefits have been requested

o Eligibility data for 2023-24 is now available in GAP Access.

ÅIllinois Veteran Grant (IVG)
o Online application process is available
Á The application is not specific to an award year

o Benefit usage reporting for the Summer Term 2023, which starts the 2023-24 award 
year, is now available and must be submitted on or before Friday, September 29.

o Benefit usage reporting for the Fall Term 2023 must be submitted on or before 
Friday, December 29.
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2023-24 Nursing Education 
Scholarships (NES) Program

ÅThe 2023-24 application for this program is no longer being accepted
o Application period each year starts on March 1

ÅThe deadline to submit an Application/Promissory Note/Grant 
Agreement was April 30, 2023

o Applicants who submitted an unsigned application prior to the April 30 
deadline were sent a notification of incomplete application

ÅProgram administration for 2023 -24 will take place in GAP Access
o Further details on the certification process and payment request 

processing will soon be announced when they become available
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2023-24 ECACE Scholarship Program

ÅThis will be the third year of this federally-funded program

ÅThe 2023-24 online application is available in the ISAC Student Portal
o Priority access to funding date for the 2023 -24 academic year was August 

7, 2023
o Applications continue to be accepted

ÅEnhancements to eligibility have expanded access to the program
o ISAC will be offering a webinar in early September to address questions colleges 

may have about the expanded eligibility criteria for 2023-24
o Watch for an e-message to announce the date and time

ÅFurther details, including proof of employment requirements, are 
provided at the Application Procedures for the Early Childhood Access 
Consortium for Equity Scholarship page.

o isac.org/isac -gift -assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application -
Procedures/index.html

https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/index.html


2023-24 ECACE ҭProgram Overview

ÅThe ECACE program provides funds for those who are currently working or 
have worked in the early childhood education field and are seeking additional 
credentials and degrees.

ÅMust be an undergraduate or graduate student who attends a public or non-
profit private 2 - or 4-year Gateways-entitled and Early Childhood Access 
Consortium for Equity member institution.

ÅA recipient may receive an award amount up to total cost of attendance, after 
all other financial aid has been applied (last payer)

ÅThe ECACE scholarship is not need-based aid

ÅRecipients are expected to continue or return to teaching or direct services in 
the early childhood care and education field in Illinois after completion of their 
program of study.



2023-24 ECACE Eligibility Criteria

To qualify for the Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity 
(ECACE) Scholarship Program during the 2023-24 academic year, an 
applicant must:
Å be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen (federal definition)
Å be a member of the incumbent workforce, currently working or having 

worked in the early childhood industry (in either a licensed or license-
exempt facility), including home -based child care (e.g., family, friend, 
neighbor), center-/community -based care, Preschool for All programs, 
school-based preschool settings, and Head Start programs, that serve 
children from birth to age 5. Acceptable positions include teachers, 
assistant teachers, directors, family child care providers and assistants

o applicants must provide documentation confirming their current membership 
in the Gateways to Opportunity® Registry
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2023-24 ECACE Eligibility Criteria
ÅBe enrolled or accepted for enrollment on a full- or part-time (at least 3 credit 

hours) basis at the undergraduate or graduate level at a public or non-profit 
private 2- or 4-year Gateways-entitled and Early Childhood Access Consortium 
for Equity member institution, and pursuing at least one of the following:

Áan Associate of Applied Science degree (or related certificate) in early 
childhood education or an associate degree with a concentration in early 
childhood at an approved college;

Áa bachelor's degree in early childhood education, with or without a 
Professional Educator License; or

Áfor those who already hold a bachelor's degree:
ücourses to make them eligible for a lead teacher position in a licensed 

program;
üa Professional Educator License with an Early Childhood Endorsement;
üadditional endorsements (Bilingual, English as a Second Language, 

Special Education) or letters of approval or credentials; or,
üfor those seeking licensure, and/or an additional endorsement , a 

Master's degree in early childhood.
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2023-24 ECACE Processing

ÅApplications with Timely New, Timely Renewal, Untimely New and Untimely 
Renewal designations are all considered complete

ÅPrequalification results are available twice each week --on Wednesday and 
Friday mornings

o Only records for students who have completed the online application process and 
who meet all initial eligibility requirements are considered for prequalification

ÅPrequalified applicants who have been awarded are eligible for payment and 
as part of the payment request process, additional eligibility requirements 
must be verified by the college

o Colleges must determine the term award amount(s) based on other financial aid the 
student is receiving

o Oczkowo"cyctf"coqwpv"rqrwncvgu"kp"vjg"ҵOcz"Cppwcn"Cyctf"CoqwpvҶ"hkgnf"kp"ICR
o 2023-24 maximum award amount is $33,558

ÅFirst-term payment requests may now be submitted for students who have 
completed the application process and who have been prequalified by ISAC
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2023-24 ECACE Processing

ÅClaims for prequalified students are submitted in the ECACE system in 
GAP Access 

ÅBy submitting a payment request, colleges are certifying that the student is 
enrolled and continues to meet all eligibility criteria

ÅA first -term priority payment request deadline date will be announced once 
it has been determined

o However, colleges are encouraged to submit payment requests and to indicate if 
prequalified students will not be accepting their award as soon as possible

ÅA Payment Result Summary and Invoice Detail Report can be viewed or 
printed by selecting the Report tab in the ECACE system the day after a 
payment request has been processed

ÅFkudwtugogpv"qh"hwpfu"ku"rtqeguugf"d{"vjg"Uvcvg"EqorvtqnngtҲu"Qhhkeg."cpf"
payments are made on a monthly basis

o Allow 4 to 6 weeks for payment processing
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Certifying & Payment Request - ECACE System 
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Request:
Payment
Cancel
Ineligible
Delete

Enrollment Status:
Full time
Half time
At least 3 credit hrs

Academic Level:
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior
Senior
Graduate/Post Baccalaureate

Program/Degree Pathway:
Associate of Applied Science
DcejgnqtҲu"Fgitgg
Certificate
OcuvgtҲu"Fgitgg
Other Post-Baccalaureate Pathway

Requested Amount:
Enter term award amount(s) based on other 
financial aid the student is receiving

By submitting a payment request to 
ISAC, a college is certifying that the 
student meets all eligibility criteria.



Ineligibility Reason - ECACE System 
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Ineligible Reason:
Å Not enrolled this term
Å Not a US citizen/eligible non-citizen
Å Not a HS grad/no GED
Å Defaulted student loan
Å Not pursuing an early childhood education major
Å Not make satisfactory academic progress
Å Enrolled less than 3 credit hours
Å Student is not accepting ECACE Scholarship
Å No remaining unmet cost

If a college determines that 
a prequalified applicant does not 
meet all eligibility requirements, they 
report the reason for ineligibility.



ECACE ҭFAQs 
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ÅFor which programs, credentials, and degrees may students use the ECACE 
Scholarship?

o To be eligible for the scholarship, a person must be working or have worked in 
certain positions in an early childhood congregate care setting, such as a child-
care center, family childcare, preschool, Head Start, public school preschool, etc.

o Eligible positions may include teachers, teacher assistants, teacher aides, 
directors, preschool classroom -based paraprofessionals, and others. Eligible 
position codes are listed on the ISAC website
Á isac.org/students/during -college/types -of-financial -aid/scholarships/ecace.html

o Students must attend eligible programs at Consortium institutions that are 
Gateways Entitled, if applicable. Eligible applicants may receive scholarships to 
work towards Gateways Credentials (ECE, Infant Toddler, and/or Director), an early 
ejknfjqqf"egtvkhkecvg."cp"cuuqekcvg"fgitgg"kp"gctn{"ejknfjqqf."c"dcejgnqtҲu"fgitgg"kp"
early childhood, with an optional Professional Educator License and endorsement, 
c"ocuvgtҲu"fgitgg"kp"gctn{"ejknfjqqf"hqt"vjqug"uggmkpi"nkegpuwtg."cpf"cffkvkqpcn"
endorsements for a Professional Educator License.

ecace.org/ECACE_FAQ.html

https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships/ecace.html
http://www.ecace.org/ECACE_FAQ.html


ECACE ҭFAQs 
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ÅAre universities required to transfer in the full AAS degree in early 
childhood?  Can universities require additional coursework?

o Public Act 102 -0174 requires universities to grant junior level status in an early 
childhood education program to any student who graduated from an Illinois 
community college with an Associate of Applied Science degree in early childhood 
education if the student meets the requirements of the AAS degree program, is 
transferring from a program entitled to offer the Gateways ECE Credential Level 4 
and earns a minimum grade point average of a 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.

o A public university may not require students who meet these requirements to 
repeat courses taken and completed successfully at the community college and 
applied toward the associate degree, and all courses completed successfully in the 
AAS degree program must count toward baccalaureate degree completion.

o Students entering with an AAS may not be required to take a total number credits 
greater than those students first starting in a baccalaureate degree program.

o Additional coursework may be required if a student is seeking to add one or more 
endorsements to the student's Illinois Professional Educator License.

ecace.org/ECACE_FAQ.html

https://ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=102-0174
http://www.ecace.org/ECACE_FAQ.html


ECACE 
Resources
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ecace.org
To locate 
Consortium 
Member List:

Hover over 
Consortium 
and click on
Consortium 
Members List

To locate 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions:

Hover over 
Resources 
and click on
Frequently Asked 
Questions



ecace.org/Consortium_Member_Roster.html
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https://www.ecace.org/Consortium_Member_Roster.html

