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2026-27 Applications Available

Monetary Award Program (MAP) Y*

Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Transition Scholarship Program
(DEWSP)

Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program Y*

Golden Apple (GA) N
Grant Programs for Dependents of Police-Fire-Correctional Officers (PFC) Y
lllinois National Guard Grant (ING) Y

lllinois Veteran Grant (IVG)
Nursing Education Scholarship (NES)

School Social Work Scholarship
Formerly known as the Post-Master of Social Work School Social Work Y
Professional Educator License Scholarship Program

Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver (SETTW)

Teachers of lllinois Scholarship Program (TISP)

= ISAC
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ISAC is suspending the announcement of MAP awards for all students whose initial FAFSA® is
received by FPS after Thursday, April 23, 2026

October 1, 2026 — Full year consideration
March 1, 2027 — Spring-term
June 15, 2027 — Summer-term

May 31, 2026
(Can still apply late but will only be considered after priority applications have been awarded)

TBD - Apply through the Golden Apple Foundation website. There is an option to be notified
when the application opens.

October 1, 2026 — Full year consideration
March 1, 2027 — Spring-term
June 15, 2027 — Summer-term

When made available each year, applications are submitted on a rolling basis, must apply w/
enough time for ISAC to review application for the term recipient wants benefits used for.

Same as ING above.

May 31, 2026

October 31, 2026

Was March 1, 2026

September 18, 2026


https://www.goldenapple.org/scholars-illinois

NOTICE: 2026-27 Alternative Application

« As of July 24, 2026, a federal district court ruled that undocumented students are no longer

eligible to receive state financial assistance from ISAC for the 2026-2027 school year.
» As a result, the 2026-27 Alternative Application for lllinois Financial Aid is no longer available.

* This means that if a student completed or planned to complete the Alternative Application for the

2026-27 school year, ISAC is not allowed to pay ISAC grants or scholarships for the 2026-27

school year.

Winois Student Assistance Commission



2026-27 Alternative Application - Impact

» ISAC cannot accept any payment claims and will not issue any payments on Monetary Award
Program (MAP) or other scholarship and grant programs that have previously been awarded for

undocumented students for the 2026-27 academic year.

* ISAC has closed the 2026-27 Alternative Application for lllinois Financial Aid and will not accept

any further submissions.

We know this court decision brings tremendous uncertainty and financial challenges for
lllinois undocumented students. The State of lllinois recognizes the harms to students as a
result of this decision, and remains dedicated to college access, affordability, and

opportunity for all students.

Winois Student Assistance Commission



Alternative Application Future and Resources

In June 2026, Governor Pritzker signed into law an amendment to the RISE Act (HB 5093) that goes into
effect for the 2027-2028 school year. The court's ruling does not apply to HB 5093.

The Alternative Application for the 2027-28 school year will open on October 1, 2026.
Please visit isac.org/AlternativeApp for more information.

We know that you, your higher education colleagues and most importantly, your students and families
will have a lot of questions about what this means for them.

« We have developed a Student FAQ Resource that you can share with them.

 To read more about HB 5093 see the bill status page at liga.gov.

 For more information see the Auqust 7 e-message.

Winois Student Assistance Commission


https://www.isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-planning/retention-of-illinois-rise-act/
https://www.isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-planning/retention-of-illinois-rise-act/
https://www.isac.org/students/before-college/documents/RISE-Act-Student-FAQ-08072026.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus?DocNum=5093&GAID=18&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=166637&SessionID=114
https://www.isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-FAA-2026-0807.html
https://www.isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-FAA-2026-0807.html
https://www.isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-FAA-2026-0807.html

MAP - Alternative Applications Disqualify Code

« Students that have applied for MAP using the alternative application are identified by the

Disqualify Code 3.

* They will also have the Student Eligibility issue lightbulb icon on the left of the SSN column.

» This code can be viewed currently from the following GAP screens: Student List Eligibility: View &

Student Detail: Eligibility

» Once available, this code can be viewed on the Student Payment: View screen by adding the

“Disqualify” column from the columns tab.

MAP 2026-2027: Student List Eligibility: View

Home Student Payment Budget Reports File Extractions

Filter Sort Columns

Entries displayed | 100 v

Sel Current SSN Last Name First Name Trans# Original Disq MAP | SAl FPS Proc Date of Academic Level MAP Cont SAI =

Yearly Susp Date Birth Paid Stu Changg
Elig Credit

First year
$8,064.00Q3 $-1,500 04/22/2026 undergraduate 000 N
(freshman) 8

1 A BI_\ XHXX-XX- 03
“ZISAC e -
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MAP Student Detail Alt App
Disqualification Code (12

To view the potentially causes of an eligibility issue:

1. Click the paper with the magnifying glass icon next to the second column on the left (see picture below).

Sel Current SSN Last Name First Name Trans# Original Disq MAP SAl FPS Proc Date of Academic Level MAP Cont SAl ([
Yearly Susp Date Birth Paid Stu Change !.
Elig Credit
Hrs

First year

2 | [& le l‘f';f" ) ooexx- 01 $8,064.00 S $3,870 05/18/20 undergraduate 000 N

(freshman)

2. This will take the user to the Student Detail: Eligibility screen where individual information about each

student can be found.

3. Eligibility issues are highlighted in yellow on this screen (see image on the next slide).
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I —— [
MAP Student Detail Alt App
Disqualification Code 22 MAP 2026-2027: Student Detail: Eligibility

Home Student Payment Budget Reports File Extractions

List Eligibility Edit MAP Code Payment

» You can navigate to another student using the “Current SSN”

. (Transaction \
SeCt|0n - Current SSN . »
ﬂ School ID
» Type in the next student’s SSN or ISAC ID Number EnrRom o MAPWE-
002 v Go
(which is assigned by ISAC to Alternative Application Eligible Amount MAP Code Paid
1 $4,032.00
applicants) and click “Go”. 2 $4,032.00
Original Yearly Eligible Amount
$8.064.00
o The mOSt recent Student transaction iS Shown by defaU|t Total of all terms not to exceed Maximum annual award amount.
Details
* To view a different transaction, select the desired Depend Code Update Type
D U
number from the drop-down menu of the “Transaction” Academic Level As Of Date
First year undergraduate (freshman) 05/06/2026
section and click “Go”. Living Allowance Disqualify
$5.200 3
SAI Change Flag MAP Suspend

Miinois Studen! Assistance Commission
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MAP Eligibility - New Columns

Two new columns have been included on the Student List:

ING VG

Eligibility screen. Certified Benefits

* ING Certified — has the same values as the Certified Column in

ING (Y or N) if the student is in ING, and blank if a student is not

in the ING system.

* IVG Benefits — has a Y if the student received benefits above $0 N

in this year (but not necessarily at this school) and N if not.

ZISAC 1"



MAP - First-term Payment Open

Payment for Fall Term (first-term) MAP is available as of Monday August 24, 2026.
* The 2026-27 maximum award amount is $8,064.

« Payment requests are submitted either through the MAP system in GAP Access or via the File

Transfer Protocol (FTP) process.

« Any 2026-27 payment requests that were submitted via FTP prior to August 24, 2026, will not be

processed, and will need to be resubmitted by the college.

« Payment Request Deadline date for the Fall (first-term) term: on or before December 4, 2026.

 See the August 24 e-messaqge for more details.

@ISAC 12
Winois Student Assistance Commission


https://www.isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-FAA-2026-0824.html
https://www.isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-FAA-2026-0824.html
https://www.isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-FAA-2026-0824.html

MAP Payment Reminders

« Payment requests are processed on a nightly basis; results are provided the next business day.

« ISAC has suspended the announcement of 2026-27 MAP grants for all students whose initial FAFSA is
received after April 23, 2026.

« A Payment Result Summary and Invoice Detail Report can be viewed or printed by selecting the

Report tab in the MAP system the day after a payment request has been processed.
» The report includes Payment Results, Payment Exceptions and Invoice Detail about the payment claim.

» Be sure to review the report to see which requests, if any, did not process as expected.

« Because Payment Offset and Reconciliation procedures apply to MAP, refund checks should not be

sent for cancellations/adjustments made throughout the award year.

» Funds should only be returned to ISAC after a final reconciliation has been completed at the end of the regular

school year.

<= ISAC 13
Winois Student Assistance Commission


https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/suspense/#2627Suspense
https://www.isac.org/e-library/applying-for-financial-aid/2026-27-FAFSA-Completion/
https://www.isac.org/faas/processes/refunds-and-unpaid-claims/payment-offset-and-reconciliation-map.html

MAP - Dependency Override in GAP Access

A Dependent Residency Override function is available on the Student Detail:
Payment screen.

This is intended to address situations for dependent students with divorced or ferm ferm 1
separated parents who reside in lllinois with a parent who is also an lllinois AR Code

resident, but the student was required to list an out-of-state parent contributor on
the FAFSA.

Request

Enrcliment Hours

Short-Term Certificate Program ¢ [
To use the Dependency Override function:

Request Amount Override S4.200.00 [
1.  From the payments tab in the MAP system, Click the Payment Icon next to Current Eligible Amount 54,200.00
the StUdent'S name Original Eligible Amount 34, 200,00
. Uszer Defined
2. Check the box for “Dependent Residency Override”. This box will need 1o be |- ———— -
check for both terms when requesting payment through the GAP system. NSLDS Override NSLDS Override

a.  This will remove the MAP disqualify code that appears for dependent students

whose parent contributor does not report lllinois as their state of residence on the
FAFSA.

Miinois Studen! Assistance Commission
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MAP - Dependency Override using FTP

MAP 160 Byte File Layout
Specifications

The MAP 160-Byte File also includes a

Dependent Residency Override field.

F) The following 160 byte record layout will be used for transmitting data between schools and ISAC.

Type School to ISAC to School
ISAC
. . Paosition 1 Data Element Payment or Payment
 Field #15 on the FTP file may be used to 3 Cancollaion | EigFile | M
i (Length) Request
. . Start | End MAP Only MAP MAP
provide a Dependent Residency 160 Byte Format
1 3| 1| Applicable MAP School Code 9(03) X X X
. 4 4| 2| Record Type X(01) 4 7 516
Override. 5| 5| 3| TemEnoled 5(01) =1,2,0r3 3
6 7| 4| College Year 9(02) 25 25 25
8 8| & | Payment Request Code (valid values =P or C) X(01) X X
» This field should be populated with a'Y 9] 4] 6] THe IV School Coce (06 X X X
15 50| 7| Person UUID X(36) X X X
] . . 51 53| 8| Filler X(03)
to indicate a student requires a 54| 54] 9] User Defined X(01)
55 61| 10| Requested Award Amount for Term 9(05)V99 X X
. 62| 62| 11| ING Certified X(01)
De pe N d en Cy Ove [Tl d e. 63| 64| 12| Transaction Number 9(02) X X
65 65| 13| Continuing Student X(01) X X
fif G614 | Paid Previous Year X013 X* X
| 67 67| 15| Dependent Residency Override X(01) Opt*
68| 68| 16| Payment Result Code X(01) X
59 75| 17| Payment Results Amount Paid for Term 9(05)V99 X
76 82| 18| Adjusted Amt from Previous Payment Results S9(05)V99 X

=ISAC

Winois Student Assistance Commission
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MAP - Certificate Programs

An indicator in the MAP system for schools to use to identify students who are receiving MAP due
to enroliment in a Short-Term Certificate Program at a public institution.

Check this box if some or

» To request payment for a student in an eligible certificate program, schools should report the all of the term MAP award
number of credit-based hours in which the student is enrolled for the term. will be used for a credit-
based Occupational or
« If the student is enrolled in additional coursework, the number of enroliment hours reported Career and Technical
should be the combination of the certificate program hours and other coursework the Certificate program at a

public institution, and it is a
program that is not

student may be enrolled in.

currently eligible for federal
Title IV financial aid.

» The certificate box should be checked even if the hours are mixed (a combination of
traditional and certificate program courses).

» Help text is provided to clarify when the indicator should be checked.

» For payment requests submitted via FTP, a “Y” indicator should be provided in Field #21 in the
FTP file, per the file specifications.

ZISAC 16



MAP - Eligibility Issue - Graduate Flag Issue

Issue:
Update Type

» The student selected “First Bachelor’s Degree Before 2026-27 School Year” on their FAFSA incorrectly u

o _ As Of Date
» or answered the question incorrectly about their grade level. 052212096

Digqualify
4
MAP Suspend

« From the Student Detail: Eligibility page a Disqualify code 4 is shown (see image right)

» The student resubmits their FAFSA with the correct answer but continues to be ineligible (disqualified) for

the MAP grant. MAP Paid Credit Hours

000

Paid Previous

Resolution: .

+ If schools have identified a student who has made a correction to their FAFSA regarding the above issue Continuing
but is still showing they are ineligible for the MAP grant, the schools may resubmit the correction through :IG Cortified
the FAFSA Partner Portal.

+ This should fix the issue, and the new ISIR transaction should remove the disqualification code 4 and LTG Senefits

indicate eligibility for the MAP grant.

linois Student Assistance i n 1 7



MAP Resources

 For information on eligibility see the MAP Eligibility User Guide

* For information on payment see the MAP Payment User Guide and the MAP Payment section of

the ISAC Gift Assistance Programs area.

* Note: Both the MAP Eligibility and MAP Payment User Guides will be updated in the coming weeks
to reflect the 2026-27 payment cycle. Eventually, these guides will be combined into a single MAP

User Guide.

ZISAC 18


https://www.isac.org/faas/processes/documents/MAP-EligibilityUserGuide-Aug2024.pdf
https://www.isac.org/faas/processes/documents/MAP-PaymentUserGuide-Aug2024.pdf
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-payment/index.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/index.html

Certifications Open

ECACE | NES . SETTW

Early Childhood Access Nursing Education Special Education Teacher
Consortium for Equity ) Scholarship ) Tuition Waiver )
School Social Work Teacheaf lllinois
Scholarship ) | Scholarship )

All Certification records must be completed, regardless of whether the school certifies a

student as eligible or ineligible and regardless of whether the student is currently enrolled.

ZISAC 19



SETTW Certification Screen

To complete certification, from the Home tab in the
SETTW system: GAPACC »'

Person Administration School Programs

1. Select the current academic year.
SETTW E
2' CIICk on the Certiﬁcation Tab Home | Student Enroliment Status Verification

3 . Ce rtlfyl ng a Stud e nt’s re CO rd Sta rtS Wlth | nd |Cat| n g Welcome to the internet application for processing the Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver (SETTW) Program.

Verify Enroliment Status — select the previous academic year (20 XX-XX)

if the student is eligible or ineligible for SETTW Certity Eligibity ~ select the curent academic year (20X6-XX)
by selecting either Y (yes) or N (no) in the [W]I

Certified column. The other certification items will

remain grayed out until a Y or N is selected.

“ZISAC 20
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SETTW Certification - Eligible

To certify a student as eligible, Y is selected. Here are the steps to certify a student as eligible:
1. Select Y from the Certified column.

2. The Academic Level column will be activated, and you must then select the appropriate option to
complete the certification for a student record.

3. After you've certified the record(s), click on the Save/Submit button at the bottom of the page.
Once you've saved your entries, they are considered submitted and certification is complete.

‘ Save/Submit | Q

= I

Entries displayed 100 v

First School Dual Dual Academic Level Disqualified Reason Transfer Transfer
Name Code Awarded Awarded Indicator Start
Term

ZISAC 21



SETTW Certification - Ineligible (2

To certify that a student is ineligible, N is selected. Here are the steps to certify a student as ineligible:

1. Select N from the Certified column.

2. The Disqualified Reason information box will be activated, and you will need to provide the reason for the
student’s ineligibility by choosing the appropriate option from the drop-down list:

e The recipient did not enroll within ten days after the e Recipient declined the tuition waiver
beginning of the term for which ISAC had initially awarded

. e Recipient is not an lllinois resident
the waiver

e Recipientis not a United States citizen or eligible

e The recipient is enrolled at this school but is not seeking -
noncitizen

an initial special education teacher licensure
e Recipient is not making satisfactory academic
progress

e The recipient accepted the Minority Teachers of lllinois
(MTI) Scholarship Program or the Golden Apple Scholars
of lllinois Program rather than the SETTW Program e Recipient is in default on a student loan, or owes a

refund on any state or federal grant

@ISAC 22
Winois Student Assistance Commission



SETTW Certification - Ineligible (22

3. After you've certified the record(s), click on the Save/Submit button at the bottom of the page.
Once you've saved your entries, they are considered submitted and certification is complete.

Entries displayed 100 wv

School Dual Dual Academic Level Disqualified Reason Transfer Transfer
Code Awarded Awarded Indicator Start
MTI1 GA Term

“ZISAC 23
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School Social Work Program (SSWS) - Certification (4

Certification is available in GAP for the School Social Work Program (SSWS).

« NOTE NEW NAME: Formerly know as the Post-Master of Social Work School Social Work

Professional Educator License Scholarship Program (SWSP).

To complete certification: o |3
O CO p e e Ce Ca O Home Student Reports

1. Log into GAP and Select SSWS o e St 5 et o et St e o e s i e 1 292555 e e
from the programs drop-down. [“‘1221;"?1 ] 2
2. Select the current academic year. =]

SSWS 20XX-20XX: Certification List: View

Home Student Certification Reports

3. Click on the Certification Tab.

List Filter

4. Click on a student’s name to open

Entries displayed | 100 v

the certification pop-up.

= Curmrent SSN Last Name First Name Date of Birth School Code Applicant Category Eligible Transfer

@ISAC 1 XXX-XX- Last Name First Name 4 Timely New
Minois Student Assistance Commission




School Social Work Program (SSWS) - Certification (4

5.  Complete the required fields based on the student’s eligibility:

a. Eligible — select either Yes (complete b — f below) or No (complete g on next slide)

Certification Data Eligible

CISERO, KEYYONA

b. Anticipated terms — select the terms that the student is eligible for the award.

Based on the terms selected, the corresponding Term Eligible Amount fields will A valid Ilinois Social Work License or Clinical Social Work License is a program eligibility requirement.
If the applicant does not hold one of the required licenses, set the “Eligible” field to No and select the
become active. Complete C-E based on your selection. appiicabie Inekgible Reason.
The scholarship is applicable only toward tuition and mandatory fees.
c. Term 1 Eligible Amount — provide the amount the student is eligible for term 1. @“"e: e \
Anticipated Term(s):
. . . . « igi c 1000
d. Term 2 Eligible Amount — provide the amount the student is eligible for term 2. ferm 1 Elgibie Amount I 5. a-f
Term 2 Eligible Amount: 1000
. . . . . . Term 3 Eligible Amount: 1000
e. Term 3 Eligible Amount — provide the amount the student is eligible for term 3.
Anticipated Date of Program

05/2027 I
\Qﬂpletion: )

f. Anticipated Date of Program Completion — provide the month and year the Ineligible Reason: v

student is estimated to complete the program in the MM/YYYY format.

IS EE W 25
Winois Student Assistance Commission



School Social Work Program (SSWS) - Certification @4

dg. Ineligible Reason — Select the appropriate ineligible reason from

the list:

* Enrolled less than 3 credit

hours

» Not enrolled in required Social

Work courses

« Reached max number of

terms allowed
e Student declined award

* No remaining unmet cost

ZISAC

Mlinois Student Assistance Commission

No Valid IL Social Work

License

Has not been continuously

enrolled

Not a U.S. citizen/eligible

noncitizen
Defaulted student loan

Not making satisfactory

academic progress

Certification Data

Ineligible

CISERO, KEYYONA

A valid lllinois Social Work License or Clinical Social Work License is a program eligibility requirement
If the applicant does not hold one of the required licenses, set the “Eligible” field to No and select the
applicable Ineligible Reason.

The scholarship is applicable only toward tuition and mandatory fees.

Eligible: No w

Anticipated Term(s): v

Term 1 Eligible Amount:

Term 2 Eligible Amount

Term 3 Eligible Amount:

Anticipated Date of Program
Completion:

Ineligible Reason:

Enrolled less than 3 credit hours
Close

Not enrolled in required Social Work courses
Reached max number of terms allowed

Student declined award

No remaining unmet cost

No Valid IL Social Work License

Has not been continuously enrolled

Not a U.S. citizen/eligible noncitizen

Defaulted student loan
Not making satisfactory academic progress

26




School Social Work Program (SSWS) - Certification wq

3. After you've certified the record(s), click on the Save/Submit button at the bottom of the page.
Once you’ve saved your entries, they are considered submitted and certification is complete.

3

For more information see the SSWS User Guide (note — the program name will be updated in this user guide
soon)

“ZISAC 27
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https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/SWSP-UserGuide-Sept2023.pdf

Teachers of lllinois - Certification (1/7)

Certification for the Teachers of lllinois Program is available

in GAP access as of August 10, 2026.

To complete certification: Home / Tl / Certification

Log into GAP and Select Tl from the programs drop-down. e 1

1. Click on the certification tab within the TISP program in
GAP.

Certification Details Current SSN

2. Click on the document magnification icon in the E

Certification Details column.

™
LQ

ZISAC 28



Teachers of lllinois - Certification 27)

3. Complete each of the prompts:
a. Eligible
¢ Yes — Then the red highlighted sections must be completed (b — g see on following slides).

¢ No — Must complete the Ineligible Reason section only (h see on following slides).

3.a

Eligible - Yes Eligible - No

ZISAC 29



Teachers of lllinois - Certification )

b. Academic Level c. Is the student bilingual
e Freshman e Yes — If selected, must complete
sections d & e.
e Sophomore _ _
e No — If selected, continue to section
e Junior f to complete certification.
e Senior
e Graduate 3.c

Bilingual - Yes Bilingual- No

ZISAC 30



Teachers of lllinois - Certification a7

d. Bilingual Type e. Bilingual program
e State Seal of Biliteracy e Bilingual educator preparation
program
e Passed educator licensure proficiency
e Other

test

e All of the above

g. SAI - Input the numerical value

f. Career Pathway Endorsement
of a students calculated SAl.

e Yes

e No

ZISAC 31



Teachers of lllinois - Certification (s57)

If “No” was selected for Eligible, then an Ineligible Reason must be provided:

h. Ineligible Reason e GPA ot at least a 2.5 on 4.0 scale (soph or

above)
e Not a US Citizen/eligible non-citizen
e Not enrolled at least half time
Not an lllinois resident

e Student is not accepting Tl

Not a HS grad/no GED

e Not enrolled in participating school
Defaulted student loan

e Not enrolled

Conflicting scholarship
e Not enrolled in teacher program
¢ Not making satisfactory academic progress

e Reached max number of years allowed

ZISAC 32



Teachers of lllinois - Certification ©7)

4. After selecting the appropriate options for the student, click Save Certification Details in the bottom right
corner of the screen

5. “Successfully saved changes!” message will appear in the upper right of the screen.

E /N Successfully saved changes!
1ange Program [l Academic Year JFEOLEE-IEE RN

Discard Save Certification Details

= ISAC : 33
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Teachers of lllinois - Certification (717)

6. Students marked as eligible will now appear on other screens in GAP:
a. Certification List Eligibility: View screen
= the Eligible column will populate as eithera Y or N

b. Student List Eligibility: View screen

= The Certified Eligible, Certified Date, Academic Level, Bilingual Certification, and SAl columns will populate the
information from the completed certification.

6.b

Home { Tl / Student List

Home { Tl [/ Certification

Hame m Certification
Horme Suudent TI 2006- 20004 Stuedent List Eligibility: View
Ti v

Certified Nsre 7 Arsdemic lewedl W Alingunl Temifi.. W L]

T 2000-2002: Certification List Eligibility: View

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 34




I —— .
lllinois Verterans Grant (IVG) and lllinois National

Guard Grant (ING) - Benefit Reporting

» ISAC is accepting benefit usage data for the 2026-27 lllinois Veteran Grant (IVG) summer and fall
terms and the 2026-27 lllinois National Guard (ING) Grant fall term.

* The benefit usage data deadlines for IVG and ING are as follows:

IVG Summer Term IVG & ING Fall Term
On or before: On or before:
September 30, 2026 December 31, 2026

Any 2026-27 benefit usage data that was submitted via File Transfer Protocol (FTP) prior to
August 24, 2026, will not be processed, and must be resubmitted by the college.

To prevent having to resubmit data in the future, never submit benefit usage data via FTP until after ISAC
announces it is accepting the data for that academic year.

<= ISAC 35
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https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/illinois-veteran-grant/index.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/illinois-national-guard-grant/index.html

IVG & ING Grant Benefit Usage Data Reminders (12

« Even though ISAC may not be able to fully reimburse institutions for 2026-27 IVG & ING Grant awards,
reporting of enrollment hours must still take place so that benefit usage (i.e., eligibility units) can be

accurately assessed to students' accounts.

« As announced in a July 1, 2026 e-Message, fiscal year 2027 funds have been appropriated for ISAC to

reimburse public universities for some of the tuition and fees that they waive on behalf of eligible veterans and
lllinois National Guard members.

 Details regarding the disbursement of these funds will be provided once they have been determined.

» Benefit usage data for the IVG and ING Grant programs is submitted to ISAC by colleges via the

benefit usage functionality within each program's system.

» Colleges report enrollment hours and dollar amounts for initial, in-district and out-of-district benefit usage by

students, as well as adjustments to previously-submitted data.


https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eopTvG_h3ssfb5SCvuQOHb3oNR1gdLKXSEd3RbiYp1bObNRfEHVStIZ5-edb8wB7GJWC4q4OTUE270qqPd-uZakqSfsFrQgqQSTzCE9una2WacRuFSNR02m4VPtX7HXl4p7HBVWSidV1hZyRNLe8jx2I8ob5503i7sHrB5nuctah0mfTbIn4-6gDFLfuF1lAEC3FvCUhV4xxBvkghhea0F9rz0mztxRIw033Bj9b7sAAQwDkhUR1KpNqro20zd5oRBLbrXIJOuXOc13CmP8EftCj6Fqugj-qlful5jrTbwQeeZdi47uLI61IXDLmkEkziQFjjgiii28MBbi29xNvZ9uulAKmFN4zoBzKU-UHz_iJrBioRpyJHg7hjR-EDEm-oiEgK92jmZdTnm_vdXJW4f53trVuDGavytBArIjlDCqeomEKavdghiLd56fXPh3F/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWnySwXlfSGllOCjtS7uw6hdrY3vQY9j9u-hnntzYPO9Z6HCb1WOd0FBw_EqZj5Xfhk-Oql8tFRP2hwkLhxZD8Fpy0MK2mIoQ_qZoap3ZS7Kzx3eyV9PDlLarmlXIAUTS8HjXkK97RFPnRGyxwPZLdHN4w-Ii1oDsQEqgtvhFb7wtLnHkKks0KMNuEF8gFalZZ753P9nGImhuYKF3MpHb2MySoAojZq8Aag%3D%3D%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eopTvG_h3ssfb5SCvuQOHb3oNR1gdLKXSEd3RbiYp1bObNRfEHVStIZ5-edb8wB7GJWC4q4OTUE270qqPd-uZakqSfsFrQgqQSTzCE9una2WacRuFSNR02m4VPtX7HXl4p7HBVWSidV1hZyRNLe8jx2I8ob5503i7sHrB5nuctah0mfTbIn4-6gDFLfuF1lAEC3FvCUhV4xxBvkghhea0F9rz0mztxRIw033Bj9b7sAAQwDkhUR1KpNqro20zd5oRBLbrXIJOuXOc13CmP8EftCj6Fqugj-qlful5jrTbwQeeZdi47uLI61IXDLmkEkziQFjjgiii28MBbi29xNvZ9uulAKmFN4zoBzKU-UHz_iJrBioRpyJHg7hjR-EDEm-oiEgK92jmZdTnm_vdXJW4f53trVuDGavytBArIjlDCqeomEKavdghiLd56fXPh3F/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWnySwXlfSGllOCjtS7uw6hdrY3vQY9j9u-hnntzYPO9Z6HCb1WOd0FBw_EqZj5Xfhk-Oql8tFRP2hwkLhxZD8Fpy0MK2mIoQ_qZoap3ZS7Kzx3eyV9PDlLarmlXIAUTS8HjXkK97RFPnRGyxwPZLdHN4w-Ii1oDsQEqgtvhFb7wtLnHkKks0KMNuEF8gFalZZ753P9nGImhuYKF3MpHb2MySoAojZq8Aag%3D%3D%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eopTvG_h3ssfb5SCvuQOHb3oNR1gdLKXSEd3RbiYp1bObNRfEHVStIZ5-edb8wB7GJWC4q4OTUE270qqPd-uZakqSfsFrQgqQSTzCE9una2WacRuFSNR02m4VPtX7HXl4p7HBVWSidV1hZyRNLe8jx2I8ob5503i7sHrB5nuctah0mfTbIn4-6gDFLfuF1lAEC3FvCUhV4xxBvkghhea0F9rz0mztxRIw033Bj9b7sAAQwDkhUR1KpNqro20zd5oRBLbrXIJOuXOc13CmP8EftCj6Fqugj-qlful5jrTbwQeeZdi47uLI61IXDLmkEkziQFjjgiii28MBbi29xNvZ9uulAKmFN4zoBzKU-UHz_iJrBioRpyJHg7hjR-EDEm-oiEgK92jmZdTnm_vdXJW4f53trVuDGavytBArIjlDCqeomEKavdghiLd56fXPh3F/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWnySwXlfSGllOCjtS7uw6hdrY3vQY9j9u-hnntzYPO9Z6HCb1WOd0FBw_EqZj5Xfhk-Oql8tFRP2hwkLhxZD8Fpy0MK2mIoQ_qZoap3ZS7Kzx3eyV9PDlLarmlXIAUTS8HjXkK97RFPnRGyxwPZLdHN4w-Ii1oDsQEqgtvhFb7wtLnHkKks0KMNuEF8gFalZZ753P9nGImhuYKF3MpHb2MySoAojZq8Aag%3D%3D%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1oAXZEC5UfKy3SWYeQG_8v2kgrQi2ShCorSCaOocm-pYi_24WpPSs_7QReH8rQ2VGux7OxzvU044u0es5m0LpEPQlcpP4Hb7JRoTKGtcjwGg7TKhkBxQKZptLiIh7iZb4jwe7R47HUcKV_pFnzakuIfChqCfz0TcBCeRE2LJmljCKzw7rwNzZlAWAqU048j2UC0Ugqe6k39zg5hQbCfGR1F2c_JJexKizL8kIWoDcGJXLqliWcOyycbIQcLFO4JACPmFTnz1LI1uiutR4nCQMarGxSsWwL9q5pjD0MK1sxAiuyZWuy1u0eN6A3EvjYwYnEOIXUlBAB9egZqmn9c6WqKaqUP7kDn56CIMb6j2tWNX8wwLOWIucu2N0g0rVXEom2k2x8msxOfOIoDNVkzojAthZt60Qgkm7vaUSRIpe1zL0QqBv9YK73fzjdQGEXETX/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWp81xXP_aBbHx1yXUuJK405lioc7-OayHtBIJ5qlFJJ7JJJJnxU1ZIbxhbOc-xeeJvlsbZ8COdRJKp7woRQAXsyQKHugTAwkcVhR0kJNa9LKupwFbo326XVOj-krT6LA9ULkNOMbVhC0Nm5Yh3dSp4nDPTfBeCEhtOcjJDiG4QT2YGWhJU1YL762hzdPgUjcuXvjZLh1wuCUovEBL-BunFk%3D%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1s5XxM2R3nJA9vY3bwdmBwnxmqONGp1GeoIm-RhlVXIqnXqRyUtdMC58fKRKJMnTcfRDXK8xhjN2kYzxGAPD1uKtFCEURw0pBPDyLc8_NsnsAgaQAgrxJyl0EZk3huEEcQXiHKCBT1CMGNYsHBH1dxPPQA6swwrVfqO5HnpYjdVa2lQpq218yLZbApOFd4xs877hnyHTpbzhJ7y98OYtzc2BHo8jftgjPsLbF62jGo3_ozq3GUxVGXyogMS-NQxwKy_dWgMJ_nL6SXSS6Pg18BIsyoHzOvlJIPf1_BknXfDABrwYuuiqEVaWqQflPB9zonFiuqIWZ_tsTAPQ0hcrxXulCILJQ8JAiLDKBnSqU7rC4XEBE3TFLlEcCpbbMuKFW7mDHDKNudxGX_Bv7lwqRfQn2E4PGiV-xbnU2Ti8P8iIrKlAho1hIQrIlaR5Qc5yI/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWp81xXP_aBbH2LmHNbhfGv44Li32gcVaOkGjsutB1bn5fHWsvlT2t_QWxMFtxXHcL2CMvfpCgB3rTtvNQOdu_ZbrXvyE08-OR8Fijf_Wi-lpCT_VQcVfF84RkvQHwn0Iw9ItIkLWk0J6n2dX3T4IxFqZHXFYzf9Dh2TU6fWu3a1lzvUtQwcgxzMGM3_JTikTzqkBEguAxJNbKDj15qZKWlLWZVnFCnCOhA%3D%3D%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D

IVG & ING Grant Benefit Usage Data Reminders (22

 Colleges are encouraged to regularly check their Benefits Results report for each program.

Further details are provided in:

 IVG User Guide

 ING Grant User Guide

* For more details on the 160-byte File Transfer Protocol (FTP), specifications see: |IVG File Layout
and ING Grant File Layout.
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1DA1-ctT88usDypP7PHa7UBU-0Cl3I_qcMGQMROtyeWpVUp87_LxO-b17WIpGNrA-nHvjJjflzr3WynIBYNh8AzK-GdfwXeItKdpB0lgYI-kSaPIWe-v-5yiN4ZW3ecy40kPWfXRLninrbo-03OL24BS7JJy4hRAKqtSpQK7cNJYhp7HnQXfnezZKgY8gDff0UzynQxM7JjxrRW02UUpKdSONIvjTL8So-BqJImoh_V-HkH4vpqS_ahOdZttwMwcNE9J-j1tU11dgBz5pPxKkQ7qKKGkgeqeEgUXI4qJ-5WE6mrZBuMkthtdxctwq8IlnPJNVmy3JxEgQyNrjj4GXtwr5pljRmpJ6v3RW9s8CvP0NMlOWXm3EiOGyaoumEayaD6NrQxBbXKFgusMhBzlyyfvNNbkrc3Dn-lNsESu56ToOvmeezr8VZBgSvCpywm10/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWuw1IbqHjPWoM689H7LEblT2iVJIVUs733eQUQfoqAYaSS51siTjTiNhlthclLVJ5iAatDoBpE59SYau_IMPXKOKMKZotmJhRio70PvoX5UqzQsybhW_m0VNFAlyQT7K72CSDBrMlrkTaRmW90ebDTDfnfSB_OOmy_kPoXxWZ4OlLrcaJjHrMBng-NcD6viD-w%3D%3D%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Msrv50h26oqC-3peW5PzBvdadJXoZzkRIJrjUS0V3QjLrlyY-SWxjIDBNmV7jGJMt07qvyAYzFfnODQer5gFSqjVwBN9NKaK4mcgu9etueYo30gffzPgnHa0hupagUGx1seF-OVIe3hIVC4FiCQfY49QzRH-vzRcMafQUgsKnELE5PK_sQlwiCRwkDeBQjoCbozbER7awLpoyup3Evgh4dZc7DLX6TARa2VSZuqfee1zcusOft8_5DkbAqdC4npjTxGOu2_5ewJcvzNj7aiRuuuyNbj0tt6ZQrGBh-8qYRV-hh_-a7FEXYvahGtxIYL_PtHZG5MqHgka4nZHXAiGt0HQRBB9Mg0gvtr6qFyxX88StiI16aV_D3llFX1NedhkFHXY-MT-CimPQXeEPJR9no9Ll5cMEYDgSyt-nQev__FaQSHskLPxKnuJ9ze79-jy/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWlukD0iFedyK206Bzd4I8SEYdaXr1cUfxrhhUCDEvT0uqFPn6WPETUJ9OjuW1rk9BfVESnxRtkltP7X11PWjkJ3MD74Fjzf0eRXwd-Kq4UxZYb0Bpnif0FkdUGRoLNLV0loYfrzNshZbu6lxbUraDxrCLd_epHm5l4olIrXEjZC0%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1jtkQltZNKpQbnX6CTBaXf7wtBSWJyk9jZJtaNqfCPBkof8lBYv1Ujy46HBtHoKlRGSKjj6c9cdowtnqHJbVt8bYEoaWnyueYPzRttjHQVKH_-WvrkQOxNsmi34_EgvAWbNiZyxcNkB_kWJ28Vf5kouzs87hOMh9txoDdxpOFq08Pf1TNQXRxL3J9UpFmbbov44CRrOsE9ihNOuBIiiyqGnxz6QThrXGn8MO98TOGcKml_yxa-T7XYbAti30LiysDUUGkbBr7HHSzRSPMQvTspWUenvLw8xR-iEhZgtvdAmeuVn2SlrhmRTwFq-73qJtLbAaIQzS22ZH3JhwC-CwNgI1i5o8sDzlRyGsV2S-l51uSCMJs9gKy5_dZTaUx0MMdl4T86elhHpdpJgjReAGAhMNTxpG2XUcoDTrCSg-E2tbYXP8T4UFo-vwvSF40IU9j/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWgb-wdOOMVxYCGaFJLeMzExCVUyYr8N7pxb1c6OBslRpJaeveLGinv-X_oMCtt184X8-bLR1cWpP3snywAt-H-jseVZro2cPHmuvHwQD2tCiosycLY_fbEwA8zVYLSiY9_2BRjJl1EH5ieBSK38cJqvggo1d2f0LMJI-2yzxXix6zhkwEP7YRGPeF0Yk0eje3RUbpnOg9sE4fz7cAHPPNo4%3D%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rLj5uXSwehoQf_1XVP0TC2lgApPByFtSuepncFiVQDaZRrwnAtxJAbYtS72_F1BULe9OqdPP0H4Y9miaaecW72psyUaE-p7hbRq3np7QNYFbFZvzXc6o9BF6vTgnFow3cP7rxuRknxMyfBENDs2atx_s4eApKI-BV1mQ_oHsamePJWmpowA1I_M_u66yxuka1AexmPoHh76CXZWQS2s10z9GeU4P2WFixmLTd3hi8jc18BGp33zItb5gYvYYYpPPvNTEuDRwKMM9GnLorD6DqmC1cp2OXchGhIsu08r-hxgRau6vzqNLAFFRL9TeMOHO7pyt6z0V23lglCv15OEJO5rpptRpuLMLmsW6gbHnRxUfmfD0RbBi_EKPAwG62qM4cLS-F8TIA3TXQqAKA-0Zo7zL-cnWEfMbl4vLR5byiSiI6FPH7r7F1bVgd1_9Qwiq/https%3A%2F%2F6zvbrn6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dMyuj_65YoYs2hhj6BCSB9HN-Xd9YzVRGwqK2nlp3v3AoAC9j7OqWgb-wdOOMVxYZGgKBDZJbGcnE-2M4XElh0GprCQDhdsPg6VNBFyQp751axJhUsKe4wJjxJfP3JrAssG2tLrKSyZQFdBUhffgHcSUt3sCiMR72XvCywaOhMf8A405dcJ83GO-sDfA7-5cWUpp0-BCQrQMbvwV3XCVbYfGou6RHLM8KX8TaIed4YnyuH5o5-hwPRCwF-mUW1R0bN4UI1n2jSYcELJX2_LT5w%3D%3D%26c%3D6iLUFTvgPVrO5Zojfm9qQqly-PYFsjOnAzgYo550_AmFiLZ14TrOXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DywsUV2zIezO0cxbQ6HdIjaMceBlzdjAz-QNq2cC8QUngCxYDcD6oRA%3D%3D

GEAR UP - New ISAC Program

« Students have received letters indicating their _
eligibility. No action is
* The program is not currently available in GAP. Ccu Frenﬂy

required from
schools.

* ISAC will provide further guidance once the

program is available.
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GAP Access Program User Guides 1

To access a list of all the most current
versions of ISAC’s Program User Guides

from isac.org:

1. From the homepage, click the GAP

Access Tab.

2. Scroll down to the GAP Access User
Guides Section.
 The User Guides are listed with the GAP

Access User Guide first followed by

individual program guides alphabetically.

ZISAC

Whinois Studen! Assistance Commission

=ISAC

Hlinois Student Assistance Commission

COUNSELORS E-LIBRARY FAA'S GAP ACCESS

.

HOME ﬂ : “’k ’ ’
STUDENTS & PARENTS > 1 B . I 2/ A \
R z \ S o = “l ; | Y, il
AP Access User Guides 2

User Guides for all GAP Access functionality are below. General questions, user name and
password maintenance, and technical information about GAP Access are answered in the Activating

and Authentication User Guides.

+ GAP Access Poral User Guide -
- AIM HIGH Data Collection -

» Budget Reporting Process User Guide T

s Deceased. Disabled. and MIA-POW Veterans' Dependents Scholarship_-ﬁ

» ECACE Scholarship Program User Guide -

s Enrollment Status Verification for the Teacher Programs User Guide ™
» Golden Apple Scholars User Guide -

» ING Grant User Guide =

s |VG Program User Guide =

» MAP Advising Data Collection User Guide =

« MAP Eligibility User Guide ™

« MAP Payment User Guide >

+ MTI User Guide >

« Mursing Education Scholarship (NES) User Guide pd
« PFC User Guide -

s School Social Werk Scholarship User Guide ™

« SETTW Certification Process User Guide =

Teachers of lllincis Scholarship Program User Guide ed




oz 4

Important Dates & Contact
Information




Debit Letters - Past Due

Debit letters for returning funds to ISAC were emailed to the primary administrators at

= ISAC
each school.

Nlinnis Student Assi

MAP CODE: 000
Director of Financial Aid
ABC COLLEGE

R [ Due on or before August 19, 2026 ]
* The due date for these letters was August 19, 2026.

123 Strest
Lincoln, IL. 62656

» A check along with a Gift Assistance Refund Check Form should be completed and Desr Colesgue:
sent to ISAC.

As of today’s date, our records indicate that your institution has an outstanding amount due to ISAC for the Monetary

Awsrd Program (MAF) for the 2025-28 academic year in the amount(s) listed below. The outstanding amount(s) due to
ISAC, with proper documentation, should be returned to ISAC on or before August 19, 2026.

TOTAL smount due to ISAC - MAF

« Check Refund Explanation Form may be completed to explain any additional refund
information.

$3.007.00

Please do not send refund checks to ISAC without providing the sppropriste adjustment data. All refund checks must be
accompanied by a Gift Assistance Programs Check Return Form, and the specific term(s) and program(s) for each refund
must be identified. The check return form can be found at:|

www.isac org/faas/processes/documents/Chack_Return_Form pdf Please make all checks payable to the lllinois

Student Assistance Commission. The address for checks and the Check Retum Form to be sent is:
All refund checks must be accompanied by a Gift Assistance Programs Check Return

lllinois Student Assistance Commission

Attn: Cash Receipts
Form, and the specific term(s) and program(s) for each refund must be identified. S
Please make all checks payable to the lllinois Student Assistance Commission. e e A oo Sances Deparmartycon 89 247 2172 r by e
The address for checks and the Check Return Form to be sent is: oo Senons Geparimet
llincis Student Assistance Commission
lllinois Student Assistance Commission

Attn: Cash Receipts
1755 Lake Cook Road
Deerfield, IL 60015-5209

AT

ZISAC

Mlinois Student Assistance Commission
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https://www.isac.org/faas/processes/documents/Check_Return_Form.pdf
https://www.isac.org/faas/processes/documents/Check-Refund-Explanation-Form.xlsx
https://www.isac.org/faas/processes/documents/Check-Refund-Explanation-Form.xlsx

Federal Update - Fraud Detection Technical Issue

Updated on Aug. 21, 2026:

* From June 29 to July 6, 2026, a technical issue prevented fraud evaluation results from being

included in certain FAFSA forms processed by FSA.
« The Department corrected the issue on July 6, after which fraud evaluations resumed as normal.

« A one-time fraud evaluation was conducted on the transactions received during this period and

those transactions were reprocessed under reprocessing reason code 18.
» Reprocessing was completed on the morning of Monday, Aug. 24, 2026.

 For more information on Real-Time Fraud Detection see Electronic Announcement APP-25-

16 and Electronic Announcement GENERAL-25-36.
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https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-06-06/significant-actions-prevent-fraud-through-identity-verification
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-06-06/significant-actions-prevent-fraud-through-identity-verification
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-06-06/significant-actions-prevent-fraud-through-identity-verification
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-06-06/significant-actions-prevent-fraud-through-identity-verification
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-06-06/significant-actions-prevent-fraud-through-identity-verification
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-08-12/verification-identity-reporting-availability-fafsa-partner-portal-updated-sept-5-2025
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-08-12/verification-identity-reporting-availability-fafsa-partner-portal-updated-sept-5-2025
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-08-12/verification-identity-reporting-availability-fafsa-partner-portal-updated-sept-5-2025
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-08-12/verification-identity-reporting-availability-fafsa-partner-portal-updated-sept-5-2025
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-08-12/verification-identity-reporting-availability-fafsa-partner-portal-updated-sept-5-2025

Federal Update - DHS-SAVE Eligible Noncitizen Page

The Department of Education has updated the DHS-SAVE Instructions for School Users guide to
provide instructions related to the transition to Login.gov for system access.

* Financial aid administrators should replace prior versions of the document with version 5.0 to

stay up to date with procedures.

« The DHS-SAVE, Eligible Noncitizen page serves as a repository for all Electronic Announcements;
DHS-SAVE system instructional documents; and other information related to eligible noncitizen issues.

Contact Information

« If you have questions, contact: applicationsystemsdivision@ed.gov.

Attachments

« DHS-SAVE System Instructions for U.S. Department of Education (School) Users Version 5.0 in PDF

Format
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https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/topics/dhs-save-eligible-noncitizen
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https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/SAVEInstructionsforUsers50.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/SAVEInstructionsforUsers50.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/SAVEInstructionsforUsers50.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/SAVEInstructionsforUsers50.pdf
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Secretary McMahon 15

On August 3, U.S. Secretary of Education Linda McMahon issued a national call to action to university presidents and governing boards,
urging them to reaffirm higher education’s foundational commitments to academic excellence, pathbreaking research, and national
service. Secretary McMahon called on every postsecondary institution to publish, by the end of 2026, a clear public statement

outlining its commitment to implementing reforms that will help restore public trust in higher education.

For nearly four centuries, American higher education has shaped the leaders, institutions, and ideas that fortified the nation’s civic life,
powered scientific advancement, and cultivated immense economic opportunity. Yet, as many institutions have drifted from these
principles, confidence in higher education has eroded. Recent polling demonstrates that public trust in higher education has

reached historic lows across political parties and demographic groups.

In her letter, Secretary McMahon expressed confidence that bold university leadership will help usher in a renewed era of academic

excellence, economic opportunity, scientific discovery, and American leadership.

Click here to read the full letter.
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To this end, she urged universities to begin a “forthright conversation with the American people” guided by seven central questions:

1. Transparency and Merit in Admissions: How will your institution ensure that admissions criteria are transparent and wholly described to
prospective applicants? And how will your institution ensure admissions decisions are based on merit, achievement, and your university’s

educational purpose?

2. Free Speech and Open Inquiry: How will your institution protect the free exchange of ideas, wide-ranging debate, and openminded campus
discourse? And how will you guarantee that unruly and violent protestors do not harass students or disrupt classes, research, public lectures,

and campus operations?

3. Intellectual Pluralism and Academic Vitality: How will your institution encourage intellectual pluralism in all its academic units? How will
your faculty hiring and evaluation practices support academic vitality and ensure that all relevant perspectives are taken seriously? And how
will your institution ensure the research enterprise is dedicated to advancing knowledge, deepening understanding, and serving the American

people who fund it?

4. Affordability, Value, and Student Outcomes: How will your institution ensure that families can access affordable, high-return, degrees? And
what will your institution do to contain costs, improve pricing transparency, and ensure that every academic program equips students to repay

their loans?
45



U.S. Department of Education - Letter from
Secretary McMahon a5

CONT. To this end, she urged universities to begin a “forthright conversation with the American people” guided by seven central questions:

5. Academic Standards and Rigor in the Age of Al: How will your institution incentivize rigor in the age of Al, combat grade inflation, and

prioritize excellence in teaching and learning?

6. Safeguarding Research Integrity from Malign Foreign Influence: How will your institutions protect academic programs from foreign

influence, and safeguard the integrity of the research enterprise?

7. Prioritizing American Interests: How will your institution answer this national call to action? How can your campus and faculty advance
American security interests, deliver academic programs that meet urgent workforce needs, and contribute materially to the Nation’s

prosperity?
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Inside Higher Ed - “42% of Colleges Haven’t Fully
Submitted Required Student Outcomes Data” (12

The Education Department is giving the more than 1,900 colleges missing some or all Financial Value

Transparency data one last chance. Noncompliance could bring consequences.

* Newly released data shows that of more than 4,640 colleges and universities with programs eligible for funding,
about 1,930 are either missing or have underreported some or all of the data they are required to provide under

federal accountability rules.

» That’s about 42 percent of the institutions in the database department officials attached to the warning. A
deeper Inside Higher Ed analysis of the data shows that 578 of those institutions—or roughly 30 percent—haven’t

properly submitted any of the seven required files, which span three academic years.

» “Colleges with missing data have until Jan. 15, 2027, to comply with the reporting requirements. After that,
department officials say, “incomplete or inaccurate submissions may raise concerns about an institution’s

administrative capability to continue participating in the [federal student aid] programs.”
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Inside Higher Ed - “42% of Colleges Haven’t Fully
Submitted Required Student Outcomes Data” (22

Breaking Down the Data
More Than Half of Colleges Are Either Missing or

« Michael ltzkowitz, who helped to develop the College Scorecard Underreporting One File or All Seven

during the Obama administration, said it's important to note the PARGUIG: peiventiissen T smimited any ou:

number of for-profit institutions that haven’t submitted some or all of
their data. Roughly 1,400 for-profit institutions are listed in ED’s

7 files (30%)

/— 1 file (22%)

dataset, and 819 of them have at least one data file that wasn’t

properly submitted—that’s nearly 60 percent.

Total:
1,932

» By comparison, 526 public institutions are missing some data out

of about 1,700 total—that’s about 30 percent. 6 flee (5%) ’
5 files (5%) J‘

* For the full article and see the database see Inside Higher Ed — 42% 3 files (16%)

4 files (10%)

of Colleges Haven'’t Fully Submitted Required student Outcomes

rt: Inside Higher Ed * Source: Inside Higher Ed analysis of department data « Get the data + Created with Datawrapper

Data
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https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/student-aid-policy/2026/08/19/almost-half-colleges-havent-fully-submitted-student
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https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/student-aid-policy/2026/08/19/almost-half-colleges-havent-fully-submitted-student
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/student-aid-policy/2026/08/19/almost-half-colleges-havent-fully-submitted-student
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/student-aid-policy/2026/08/19/almost-half-colleges-havent-fully-submitted-student
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Resource: lllinois Education Watch - Federal

Education Policy Tracker

“Helping lllinoisans understand federal changes affecting education and care—what's

changing, why it matters, and key opportunities ahead to support every child and student.”

° Advan Ce ”“n OI S h aS CO” eCted InfOI"m atl On Ongoing developments at the federal level are creating significant change for lllinois children, students, and families.
regarding current federal policies that affect 0
lllinois students. % FEDERAL CIVIL RIGHTS CASES FROM IL
RESOLVED (2025)
See full site at: www.ilfededwatch.org e 144+
» DEPT. OF ED PROGRAMS MOVED
» Note — this site is subject to ongoing changes.
o) $3.2 billion
HIGHER ED FUNDING CANCELLED OR AT
RISK
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% Upcoming Monthly Webinars

|
231 || 2gth || 1gth

@ 2 p.m. @ 2 p.m. @ 2 p.m.
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SIS SRgEEenEht & Suppert Services
Eor inquires fromistudents *parents andithelgeneralipublic:

\/ s 800-899-ISAC (4722)
'-

Isac.studentservices@illinois.goyv

/\
(WA 88478 3il=8.549

Spanlsh-speaklng counselors aeravalilablle! @ISAC
8 an m — 4 30 p mne @T Illinois Student Assistance Commission
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Hannah Castellanos

Sarah Dulay
Hayle Mickelson
Daniela Rios

Sherry Schonauer

@ BA7-331-884€ )

Hannah.Castellanos@illinois.qov

Sarah.Dulay@illinois.gov
Hayle.Mickelson@illinois.gov ~”

Daniela.Rios@illinois.gov Winois Student Assistance Commission
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ISAC E-Messaging Sign Up

Our e-Messaging service will keep you informed and up-to- Student/Parents '
date on the lllinois Student Assistance Commission’s

programs and services. Our messages share ISAC _— 7 .

programmatic and operational information and are not

o Counselors
marketing in nature.

1. Choose the category from the list on the right that best

describes you. Click on the link.

Community Partners

2. Fill in your Email, First Name, & Last Name.
3. Select one or more of the available Email Lists
4. CIICk “Sign Up!”. w E -;.:

Administrators (FAAs
@ls AC 53 ﬁ
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https://www.isac.org/emessaging/emsg-cc-student-parent.html
https://www.isac.org/emessaging/emsg-cc-counselors.html
https://www.isac.org/emessaging/emsg-cc-community.html
https://www.isac.org/emessaging/emsg-cc-faas.html
https://www.isac.org/emessaging/emsg-cc-faas.html

Providing lllinois students with information
and assistance to help make education
beyond high school accessible and
affordable.

ISAC

Iinois Commission
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