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2021-22 Monetary Award Program (MAP)
• Initial suspense date for 2021-22 applicants was August 27, 2021

• Fall 2021 MAP claim deadline date was Friday, December 10, 2021

• Data analysis showed a decrease in application volume and claim rates

• As a result, ISAC released student records from suspense for applicants whose

initial FAFSA® or Alternative Application receipt dates were August 27, 2021

through the current date
o Released records may be viewed in the MAP system starting today,

Wednesday, December 22

• Although at this time ISAC is not announcing a date through which suspended 

awards are being released, we expect to set that date once further analysis of 

application and claim data has been completed after the first of the year

• Students who have not yet filed a financial aid application for the current academic 

year should still be counseled to do so and may still be awarded MAP
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2021-22 MAP 
• For guidance on identifying released records in GAP Access, refer 

to the Suspension of MAP Award Announcements page at isac.org 
or the MAP Payment User Guide
o Creating a Report of Suspended Student Records

o Creating a Report using the Application Receipt Date

• Using the Filter, Sort and 
Column functions in the 
MAP system, users can 
generate a report of 
students released from
suspense using the 
release dates announced 
by ISAC
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• The first term claim deadline date was December 10,  2021

• All first-term payment requests – including initial claims, increases 
to previously-submitted claims, claims for awards released from 
suspense, and late claims – are being paid and will continue to be 
paid through the second-term priority claim deadline (which will be 
announced once determined).

o Colleges are encouraged to review the Payment Results/Exceptions 
report in the MAP system the day after submitting payment requests to 
confirm that all requests processed as expected 

• Funding for fall term MAP claims has been released from the State 
Comptroller’s office

• ISAC anticipates accepting second term MAP claims beginning the 
week of January 3, 2022.

2021-22 MAP Payment
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Payment Results Summary/Invoice 
Detail Report
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Results Connection

• Payment Results/exceptions, Invoice, Payment Detail, 
Voucher all connect by Invoice Number



Invoice



State Comptroller's Website
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Students with Duplicate MAP Records

• ISAC’s periodic review of student records in the MAP system is finding that 
there are some students with duplicate records

o Some with a FAFSA and an Alternative Application on file

o Some with two (or more) Alternative Applications on file

• Colleges are expected to ensure that students are not being paid MAP under 
more than one application in an award year

o This may best be accomplished by reviewing MAP reports and identifying students 
with the same name, address, date of birth and/or other identifiers that would be 
unique to a student.  

• In general, if a student is eligible to receive MAP benefits as the result of having 
a valid FAFSA/ISIR on file, the student should not receive MAP as an applicant 
through the Alternative Application process 

o Students eligible to file a FAFSA should continue to do so from one year to the next, 
and not change back and forth

o The Alternative Application is not intended as a way to circumvent the federal FAFSA 
process for applicants who have student eligibility issues such as being 
in default, owing a refund on a federal grant, having a Social Security Number 
issue, etc. 
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• If colleges notice that a student has submitted two (or more) different 
Alternative Applications and has multiple ISAC ID numbers, they are 
encouraged to work with the student to determine which application 
record/ISAC ID is the valid one on which MAP awarding should be done

• Once it’s determined which record is valid, contact School Services for 
guidance on getting the records synced so that the student will only have 
one Student Profile, ISAC ID number and Alternative Application record in 
the MAP system moving forward

o ISAC.SchoolServices@illinois.gov

Students with Duplicate MAP Records
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• Colleges may see a Disqualify Code of “9” in the MAP system in GAP Access 
when ISAC is able to identify that a student has received MAP benefits as a 
FAFSA applicant and then has subsequently submitted an Alternative 
Application for another award year. 

o Records with the Disqualify 9 Code will display the yellow lightbulb icon (indicating  a 
student eligibility issue) on the Student List View screen

o The Disqualify Code will be highlighted on the Student Detail screen

• If the college determines that the Alternative Application is the best application 
process for the student, the college should contact School Services to have 
the Disqualify 9 Code removed

o ISAC.SchoolServices@illinois.gov

• For more detailed information on duplicate records see the 2022-23 
Operational Guide for Alternative Application Processing on the Partner 
Training page in the E-Library at isac.org

Students with Duplicate MAP Records
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2021-22 Other ISAC Programs

• Illinois Veteran Grant (IVG) Program
o IVG benefit usage data for the fall term must be submitted on or 
before December 31, 2021

• Illinois National Guard Grant (ING) Program
o ING Grant benefit usage data for the fall term must be submitted on 

or before December 31, 2021

• Grant Programs for Dependents of Police/Fire/Correctional 
Officers (PFC)
o The fall-term payment request deadline date was 

November 19, 2021
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Legislation that impacts IVG

• Public Act 102-0382 was signed into law on August 16, 2021
o It will expand how the state defines an honorable discharge, which will 

impact state veterans’ programs, including IVG applicants

• The words "honorable discharge" and "honorably discharged" 
will now include a discharge under other than honorable 
conditions or general discharge under honorable conditions if 
the veteran did not receive an honorable discharge only due 
to sexual orientation or gender identity but does not include a 
bad conduct discharge or a dishonorable discharge.

• The change will be effective January 1, 2022

• For additional information on this legislation visit the Illinois 
General Assembly website, ilga.gov
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2021-22 Minority Teachers of Illinois Scholarship 
(MTI) Program and Golden Apple (GA) Scholars of 
Illinois Program

• Minority Teachers of Illinois Scholarship (MTI) Program 
o Initial awarding took place in August for all timely new and renewal applicants who 

were certified by the college as eligible
o Since the initial awarding, 10 additional rounds of awarding have taken place

▪ Colleges should check their MTI Certification list to ensure that certifications have been 
completed for all applicants

o Fall term payment claim deadline date was December 10, 2021

• Golden Apple (GA) Scholars of Illinois Program
o Award amounts are based on a student’s year in the program and are automatically 

populated when the Foundation certifies students as eligible
o Verification of the "Year in Program" value is part of the initial certification process 

completed by the Foundation
o Fall term claims deadline date was December 10, 2021
o An "Academic Level" field has been added to the Payment Request screen in GAP 

Access where colleges must provide each Scholar's academic level (e.g., Freshman, 
Sophomore)

o The Golden Apple Foundation will update certifications as needed and complete any  
additional awarding 
▪ Colleges should monitor their GA payment list to ensure that payment has been submitted for 

all their students
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Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program

• Program purpose: 
o To address the shortage of qualified early childhood educators by 

encouraging the pursuit of credentials and advancement of 
already-held degrees in early childhood education

o An aim toward building a strong, well-prepared workforce

• Scholarship recipients are expected to continue or return 
to teaching or direct services in the early childhood care 
and education field following completion of their program 
of study.
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Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program

• Awards will be available for undergraduate study at public and non-
profit private 2- and 4-year Gateways-entitled and Early Childhood 
Access Consortium for Equity member institutions

• For students attending community colleges and public universities, 
the scholarship will cover the applicant’s total cost of attendance for 
an academic year (including summer) after other financial aid 
received 

• Students at participating non-profit private institutions may receive 
an amount no more than the cost of the most expensive program of 
study in the early childhood education field at an Illinois public 
college after other financial aid received
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Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program

• To be eligible for the program, a student must:
o be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen (federal definition)

▪ A student who falls into one of these categories may be considered an 
eligible noncitizen: U.S. permanent resident, U.S. national, an individual 
with an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94), or individuals with other specific 
status documents such as a T-visa. 

➢ For more information, visit: https://studentaid.gov/understand-
aid/eligibility/requirements/non-us-citizens

o be a member of the incumbent workforce, having worked in the 

early childhood field that serves children from birth to age 5, 

including:
▪ Family child care and center-based care settings 

▪ Preschool for All school-based settings

▪ Head Start

▪ Those who are or have been teachers, assistant teachers, directors, 

family child care providers and assistants
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Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program

• To be eligible for the program, a student must:
o be enrolled or accepted for enrollment on a full- or part-time (at least 

3 credit hours) basis at an ECACE member institution 

o be pursuing an early childhood education major
▪ Will be confirmed by the college’s financial aid office

o complete the online application process on or before an 

ISAC-established priority consideration date by submitting:
▪ A complete Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity Scholarship 

Program application, AND

▪ A Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®)
➢ For the same award year as the Scholarship application

o provide documentation confirming membership in the Gateways to 

Opportunity® Registry and employment history in the early child care

field as part of the application process
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ECACE Scholarship Program

• For more information on the Consortium, visit ibhe.org or isac.org
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ECACE 2021-22 Scholarship 
Application Process
• Students must complete the online ECACE scholarship application

o Available at isac.org

o Student must create an ISAC Student Portal account to start the process

o Application is signed and submitted electronically

o Priority application date is March 1, 2022

• Students must complete a 2021-22 FAFSA®

o Must include an Illinois school so that ISAC receives the student record from 

the FAFSA® processing system

o To determine eligibility for the scholarship, the ECACE-participating college 

at which the student plans to use the award must be listed on the FAFSA

• Students must be registered with the Gateways to Opportunity Registry
o Applicants must provide their Gateways registration ID number on the 

ECACE application

o An Eligibility Verification Form confirming employment history in the early 

child care field obtained from the Registry must be uploaded to the ECACE 

scholarship as part of the application process
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Gateways to Opportunity Registry

• A Registry account can be set up at https://registry.ilgateways.com/
o Applying online is the quickest option

• The Eligibility Verification Form can be accessed by logging in to the 

user’s Registry Dashboard 
o Instructions on how to access the form are available on ISAC’s ECACE 

information page in the How to Apply section
▪ isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships/ecace.html

• Applicants cannot proceed through the ECACE Scholarship Application 
without the required Gateways Registry information 
o It is recommended that applicants obtain the information before starting the 

scholarship application. 

o It can not be obtained through the ECACE application process
▪ The ECACE application will time out after 30 minutes of inactivity and cannot 

be saved
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Registry Membership
• Gateways to Opportunity Registry

o Provides the mechanism through which employment in the Illinois early 
childhood workforce will be verified

o Applicants must be registered in the Registry system to apply for the ECACE 
scholarship

• To create a Registry account, the first step is to provide basic 
demographic information at https://registry.ilgateways.com/
o Applying online is the quickest option

▪ During business hours, it typically takes 10 minutes for an account to be approved 

o Users may also apply via mail, however, it can take up to 30 days to receive 
an email with login information to the Registry portal.

o From the Registry portal you can print a membership ID card and view other 
records

o Users should not try requesting more than one online user account under 
different email addresses
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Registry Membership

• For the ECACE Scholarship application, applicants will 
need: 
o Gateways Registry Member ID Number

o An Eligibility Verification Form that can be obtained by logging in to 
the user’s Registry Dashboard 

• Applicants cannot proceed through the ECACE 
Scholarship Application without the required Gateways 
Registry information 
o It is recommended that applicants obtain the information before 

starting the scholarship application. 

o It can not be obtained through the ECACE application 

o The application will time out after 30 minutes of inactivity and 
cannot be saved
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Sample Eligibility 
Verification Form 

• The Eligibility 
Verification Form 
contains a member’s 
employment history and 
includes coding that 
identifies positions 
eligible for the ECACE 
Scholarship

• For ECACE award 
consideration, eligible 
position codes are:
o 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

11, 15, 16, 20, 22, 25

• Enter through the 
Dashboard Login to 
access the form
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List of Approved Schools
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Sample ECACE Application Screens
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• The fields with an asterisk * are fields that 

are required

• If the student indicates they are not a U.S. 

Citizen or Eligible Noncitizen they will 

receive a message letting them know they 

are not eligible, but they can continue with 

the application
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• The Gateways Registry Member ID 

Number can be found in the Gateways 

to Opportunity System 

o https://registry.ilgateways.com 

• Applicants will need to 

provide their Employer 

Name 

o If the Employer Name 

is not found, there an 

option to enter the 

employer information
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Awarding ECACE in GAP Access

• Initially, colleges will be able to see a preliminary list of 
students who have submitted a complete Scholarship 
application

• ISAC will continue to accept applications until an 
announced priority consideration date
o Both the application and the FAFSA must be submitted by the 

priority date to be considered in the first round of awarding

• Applicants do not have to demonstrate financial need to 
receive the scholarship, however, applicants will be 
prioritized by EFC for awarding purposes
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2022-23 ISAC Processing
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2022-23 MAP Processing
• Based on the Fiscal Year 2023 start-up formula, the maximum annual MAP 

award amount is $5,496

• The 2022-23 FAFSA and Alternative Application (English and Spanish) became 

available on October 1, 2021

• MAP eligibility information for applicants completing the 2022-23 FAFSA or the 

Alternative Application is available to colleges in GAP Access 

• The MAP file specifications have 

been updated for schools utilizing 

the file extraction features of the 

MAP system. 

• File Specifications

document is available

on Electronic Tools page 

in e-Library.
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2022-23 Alternative Application 
Completion Data
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2022-23 ISAC Teacher Programs

• Illinois Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver
o 2022-23 application will be available at isac.org in 

December 2021

o Priority consideration date will be: March 1, 2022

• Golden Apple Scholars
o Visit goldenapple.org to apply

o Application deadline date: April 1, 2022
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2022-23 MTI Scholarship Program

• As a result of the Education and Workforce Equity Act 
(Public Act101-0654), several changes will be made to the 
MTI program for the 2022-23 award year 
o Legislation passed following the January 2021 Lame Duck session
o Signed into law on March 8, 2021

• An updated application/promissory note will be available in 
January 2022 for 2022-23 applicants
o Applicants will need to create a Student Portal Account to proceed 

with the application

• Administrative rules for the MTI program are being updated 
to reflect the changes
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2022-23 MTI Scholarship Program
• MTI enhancements:

o Increases the percentage of funds to be reserved for 
male applicants to 35%, with priority given to qualified 
Black males

o Incorporates consideration of financial need in awarding
▪ Will be based on the EFC calculated by the FAFSA or Alternative 

Application
o Allows for students to be eligible for MTI even if not yet 

enrolled in an educator preparation program if they have 
received a College and Career Pathways Endorsement 
and commit to enrolling in a course of study leading to 
teacher licensure

o If funding reaches specified thresholds:
▪ Award amount would increase to $7,500
▪ Funds would be reserved for qualified bilingual minority 

applicants, with priority given to students enrolled in a program 
with a concentration in bilingual, bicultural education
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• Each institution that participates in the MTI program shall 

host an annual information session about the program 

for teacher candidates of color

• Each program recipient enrolled at the institution is 

expected to meet with an academic advisor at least once 

per academic year in an effort to facilitate 

on-time completion of the student’s educator preparation 

program

• In response to school requests, additional guidance is 

being developed and will be provided to colleges soon 

regarding these requirements 

New School Requirement for MTI 
Program, Effective for 2022-23
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Student Portal
• Students can create an ISAC Student Portal to access information about 

their ISAC programs   

• For military students, the Portal is where students can complete, submit 

and check on the status of their IVG and ING application, keep track of 

their eligibility units they have received and print a copy of their most 

recent Notice of Eligibility.

• Students that have received a Monetary Award Program (MAP) grant(s),  

can track the number of MAP Paid Credit Hours (MPCH) they have used.

• For 2022-23 a student must complete a Student Portal account to 

complete and MTI, SETTW and ECACE Application. 

• The Student Portal can also help with college and scholarship searches, 

financial aid planning, money management and career and job searches. 
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2022-23 State Scholar Program

• State Scholars were announced on November 30
o More than 17,340 qualified Illinois high school students were 

designated as 2022-23 State Scholars

• Students with a test score of 31 or higher were 
automatically designated as State Scholars

• Students with a Weighted Selection Score(WSS) greater 
or equal to 47 (WSS for 2022-23 State Scholars) are also 
designated as State Scholars

• If a high school counselor feels that a student should 
have been designated as a State Scholar, ISAC must 
receive a letter of appeal from the student and/or high 
school on or before the appeal deadline.
o The deadline to submit 2022-23 State Scholar appeals is the end 

of January 2022
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Highlights of 2021 Federal 
Student Aid (FSA) Conference
• Secretary James Kvaal provided insight into how institutions have utilized Higher 

Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) funds : 
o 93% provided scholarships to at-risk students

o 88% met COVID-19 public health needs

o 80% provided electronic devices & online access

o 70% prevented staffing cuts

• The StudentAid.gov and Mobile FAFSA App specifically MyFAFSA page has the 

following enhancements to the process:
o Applicants have the ability to add a school to the FAFSA form

o Increasing the page’s font size

o Other design features to create a more consistent experience for users

• The FSA Partner Connect page, has new designs to the Knowledge Center:
o An improved search feature

o Subscription service

o FSA Handbook content

• Additional updates are slated for the summer of 2022, including a major redesign 

to the E-App and the ability to use digital signatures to improve user experience
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2021 FSA Conference 
• If you were unable to attend a session or would like to review a session, the 

recorded sessions are available on-demand access 

• Visit the 2021 Virtual FSA Training Conference Event 

Platform (https://2021fsatc.us.chime.live)
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ISAC’s Upcoming Events
• Next Commission Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 

April 14, 2022, at 1 p.m. 
o Additional details, including a listing of tentative agenda items can be 

found in the Commission section of isac.org closer to the meeting date

• Monthly Webinars for FAAs –
o Registration is not required for the webinars, to participate in the 

monthly webinars, visit the Partner Training page in the e-Library to 
access the webinar link 

▪ The presentation materials and webinar link will be posted on the 
day of the session

o January 26 at 2 p.m.
▪ ISAC Operational Update and Program News

o February 23 at 2 p.m.

▪ ISAC Operational Update and Program News

o March 30 at  2 p.m.

▪ ISAC Operational Update and Program News
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ILASFAA Brown Bag Sessions
• The ILASFAA Training & Professional Development Committee will be hosting 

“Brown Bag Discussions”
o These Brown Bag discussions will allow financial aid administrators to get together and 

discuss current topics and share ideas. 

• The first quarter sessions will be offered on the following dates at 12:00 p.m.  
o January 20, 2022 

o February 24, 2022

o March 24, 2022

• January’s Brown Bag session will be:  An overview of the Early Childhood Access 

Consortium for Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program:
o ISAC will provide an overview of the ECACE Scholarship Program that was recently 

launched for the 2021-22 academic year, including a review of eligibility criteria, the 

application process and how the program will be administered in GAP Access. 

Following the brief overview, the session will be opened up for discussion and 

questions. 

• To register for January’s Brown Bag session, click on the link and then complete the 

online registration form: 
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=eaec36fcb84f71cdec1db5df150559257
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ISAC Contact Information
School Services

866-247-2172
isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

ISAC Call Center – Student Services

800-899-4722
isac.studentservices@illinois.gov

*****************************

Tania Mendoza, Partner & Training Services 

Tania.Mendoza@illinois.gov

Kim Eck, Partner & Training Services

217-785-7139
Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov
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Questions/Comments

Thank you for attending today!
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