






Indeed, MAP recipients come from every legislative district in the state. MAP matters because it provides need-
based aid that a student doesn’t have to repay, defraying tuition and fee costs and limiting excessive student loan 
debt for those who don’t have the resources to pay for college. 

After several years of essentially flat funding for MAP, punctuated by a two-year budget impasse in 2016 and 
2017 when MAP funding was delayed, strong support for MAP increases from Governor Pritzker and the General 
Assembly brought Fiscal Year 2020 MAP funding to a historic high of approximately $451 million. This funding 
helped to serve additional students as well as to increase the size of MAP awards in order to begin to address 
years of declining purchasing power of the grants. 

There continues, however, to be more demand for MAP than available funding, creating obstacles for students 
in accessing—and completing—postsecondary education. For example, in FY 20, a MAP appropriation of 
approximately $451 million served almost 139,000 students. Of the almost 53,000 eligible students who were not 
offered an award because they submitted their FAFSAs after the suspense date (when ISAC stops making awards 
because it believes it has exhausted expected funding), it is estimated that nearly 31,000 of those students would 
likely have used a MAP award to attend school were it not for insufficient funding.1 

While Governor Pritzker’s proposed FY 21 budget had originally included an additional $50 million in MAP, the 
COVID-19 pandemic put tremendous constraints on the state budget and MAP was flat funded in FY 21 at 
$451 million. Even with the continued strains on the budget as a result of the pandemic, Governor Pritzker has 
recommended in his proposed FY 22 budget a $28 million dollar increase in MAP funding. If approved by the 
General Assembly, that funding increase would help low-income students as they try to keep up with rising costs, 
and should serve additional students with grants.  Particularly in light of the increased financial challenges for 
families as a result of the pandemic, MAP funding is more important than ever to make college possible for more 
Illinois students.
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More About MAP

• Despite their financial challenges, MAP recipients graduate from college at about the 
same rates as overall students at the same institutions. 

• A student’s eligibility for MAP is determined using information provided on the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) or the Alternative Application for Illinois 
Financial Aid.

- Financial need is determined by subtracting a student’s family resources from the 
  chosen college’s total cost of attendance.  
- The award amount is based on the number of credit hours for which the student is
  enrolled. For the purposes of awarding MAP, a student is considered full time if they
  are enrolled for 15 hours or more per semester.

• Eligible applicants who are not initially awarded grants have their applications put “in 
suspense”—essentially, on a wait list. If fewer applicants claim their grants than ISAC 
initially projected, grants can be offered to some additional applicants who were initially 
put in suspense. Additional MAP funding for FY 22 would serve more students, helping 
to make college possible for some who might otherwise forgo education beyond high 
school as financially prohibitive. 

• Beginning with the 2020-21 school year, returning MAP recipients have priority access 
to MAP funds. What this means is that a returning MAP recipient who continues to be 
MAP-eligible and who completes their FAFSA or their Alternative Application by the 
priority deadline set by ISAC will get a MAP grant so long as the state has appropriated 
sufficient funds for MAP for that fiscal/academic year.

• MAP recipients are enrolled in all sectors of higher education. Community college 
students were offered and accepted the most grants, but the percentage of students 
who were offered and accepted grants is much higher at public universities and private 
non-profit schools.

Want to know how MAP
grants are distributed? 
Watch our Get to Know 
MAP video at 
isac.org/MAPvideo
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FY 2020 MAP Grants Offered and Accepted by Sector

1 ISAC calculates the number of students who would likely have accepted the award, had they been offered it, based on the previous 
year’s data on awards offered and awards accepted (claimed) by students in each college sector. There are a number of reasons 
why a student might not claim an award they were offered, including not attending college at all, attending an out-of-state college, 
or attending a different college than they listed as first-choice--where they are not eligible for a MAP grant.

Providing Illinois students with information and assistance to help make education beyond high school accessible and affordable.

Sector Breakdown for FY2020

Offered 
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$ Claims          

(in millions)
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Claim
Community Colleges 93,865 44% 48,956 35% 52% $50.5 $1,033

Public Universities 63,929 30% 48,433 35% 76% $210.1 $4,338
Private Non-Profits 50,634 24% 38,150 27% 75% $171.3 $4,491

Proprietary Schools 6,054 3% 3,382 2% 56% $10.9 $3,211
Total 214,482 100% 138,921 100% 65% $442.8 $3,188

Sector Breakdown for FY2020

Dollar amount of award is based on student’s estimated financial need, hours enrolled, and cost of attendance at 
student’s selected MAP-eligible school.
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