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• What is CareerSpark?

• Free classroom and event-based learning experience to introduce 
8th grade students to the working world and now high school 
students to jobs and internships

• Virtual and/or in-person
• CareerSpark-You're Hired! - high school virtual experience

• What is JA Inspire?

• Learning experience designed to wrap around a career expo

• Helps make a career expo more than a field trip – ensure 

students are prepared ahead of time and have action steps 

afterwards

• Free career assessment for schools needing one that 

also complements Xello well

Overview



• Partner organization: Greater Peoria Economic 

Development Council

• First year of implementation: Fall 2017

• 1,342 8th grade Students & 16 Schools

• Fall 2022

• 3,890 8th grade Students & 64 Schools

• Transitioned to virtual learning experience Fall 2020

• Expansion to serve high school students & educators

Background



• Help prepare 8th – 12th grade students for 

successful futures

• Help educators meet PaCE Framework objectives 

for grades 8-12

• Help employers promote high growth, high 

demand careers in the region

• Obtain student impact-centered measurable 

outcomes to demonstrate program effectiveness

• Long term goal: potential longitudinal study

Objectives



PaCE Framework Correlations

CareerSpark 
aligns with PaCE 

Expectations:
• Career Exploration & 

Development
• Financial Literacy
• Post-Secondary 

Education Exploration, 
Preparation, and 
Selection



Hands-On Activities: 8th Grade

53 Employers 

participated the last 
in-person 

experience year 

(Fall 2019) 

Most mentioned
words:

1.CPR
2.Welding
3.Robot
4.Police
5.Teacher

What was your 
favorite CareerSpark 
activity, and what 
did you like about it?

22-23 8th Grade Student 
Post-Survey: n= 1,496



Hands-On Activities: High School

53 Employers 

participated the last 
in-person 

experience year 

(Fall 2019) 

NEW! Live/on demand local career webinars in virtual auditorium



Measurable Outcomes

Annual 8th Grade Student Impact
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High School

Spring 2023
Registered: 5,039

17 High Schools

31 Employers



Measurable Outcomes
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Measurable Outcomes



• Make friends with your Regional Office of Education (ROE)

• When planning virtual student participation, expect to have 

much lower student number than registered

• Don’t underestimate the power of paper – sometimes ‘old 

school’ printed paper workbooks, worksheets are most 

effective & help reduce barriers of the digital divide

• For in person career expos – focus on experiential, hands-on 

activities – not tables w/ brochures

• Plan with DEI and Accessibility in mind – do a DEI 

and Accessibility check

Best Practices & Lessons Learned



Next Steps

• CareerSpark website:
https://gppathways.org/gp-careerspark/

• Junior Achievement area offices in 
Illinois:
https://jausa.ja.org/about/locations

Mary Pille, JA of Central IL President

mary.pille@ja.org

Angie Houck, JA of Central IL Program Director

angie.houck@ja.org

https://centralillinois.ja.org/

https://gppathways.org/gp-careerspark/
https://jausa.ja.org/about/locations
mailto:Mary.pille@ja.org
mailto:Angie.houck@ja.org
https://centralillinois.ja.org/


Q & A



Thank You!
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