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If you could take your students on a 
field trip anywhere in the world, 
where would you go and why?



School Profile

Enrollment = 888
● Grade 9 = 223
● Grade 10 = 244
● Grade 11 = 205
● Grade 12 = 216

Race
● Hispanic/Latino = 28.55%
● American Indian = .001%
● Asian = 8.33%
● Black/African American = .002%
● Native Hawaiian = .002%
● Two or More Races = 1.76%
● White = 61.35%

Demographics
● Low Income = 28%
● IEPs = 12%
● Homeless = 3%
● English Learners = 15%
● English Learners with Services = 8%
● Number of Languages Spoken = 25 
● Graduation Rate = 97%
● 9th Grade on Track = 92%
● Student Attendance = 91%
● Student Mobility = 12%
● Chronically Truant Students = 4%
● Post Secondary Enrollment = 82%



Agenda

Why Ridgewood needs the PaCE

How past work help us

Breakdown of  Grades K-4,  5-8, and 9-12

4 District working together 

How has the PaCE framework support our work with CCPE

What are some programs that we hope to continue to grow with the 
support of the PaCE framework



Why the need for a PaCE
Framework 

● Don’t know cost of post-secondary program
● Not having a defined career pathway
● Changing majors (1-3)
● Major based on “what I think I may like.”
● COST! 
● Ensuring students have the skills they need for the workforce



Mission of our Work

We must work now to ensure every student has a future.  

We believe every student has a path 

and we must 

support it, develop it, and ensure it is relevant.
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Start of the K-12 PaCE

Advisory Board for Manufacturing/Engineering

Need in our community

How can the school support them

What skills do our students need 

Creating an experience 

Model for other school advisory boards





K-12 PaCE Framework: the 5 E’s      
● K-4  Encourage 

○ Build awareness of careers 
○ Foundation for financial literacy
○ How do we get money, saving and spending, human capital

● 5-8  Engage
○ Gadget camp, fluid power challenge, after school computer science camp
○ Exploring income of different careers
○ Cost of post-secondary education 

● 9-12 Equip
○ Career Exploration Project
○ Team based challenge 
○ WBL 

They will then be empowered with a post secondary program (should be started in HS) and finally employed 



Steps we took in creating the K-12 PaCE 
Framework

● 4 Principles (4 different districts)
● Creating questions to drive the framework 
● Getting stakeholder at the four schools to fill out the 

survey 
● Principals meeting to discuss the survey questions



Steps we took in creating the K-12 PaCE 
Framework

4 Principles 
● A school district (other than Chicago’s) shall adopt and 

commence implementation of career exploration and career 
development activities in accordance with a PaCE Framework 
for grades 6 – 1  (Not due until July1, 2025)

● Frameworks must be prominently displayed on each 



Steps we took in creating the K-12 PaCE 
Framework

Creating questions to drive the framework
● Careers
● Financial Literacy 







Steps we took in creating the K-12 PaCE 
Framework

Getting stakeholder at the four schools to fill out the 
survey 
● Councilors
● Grade level leads
● Divisions Heads
● Principals



Steps we took in creating the K-12 PaCE 
Framework

Principals meeting to discuss the survey questions
○ Determine what grade should items go under
○ Can they commit to meeting the items
○ Wordsmithing - make sure it makes sense to the community 



Lin
k

https://www.d234.org/pace-framework/




Supporting the K-8 work 
In order to help ensure our students are meeting the 
objective in the PaCE framework taken actions
● 4th grade STEM days
● Budget days
● Provides them with career exploration programs
● After School CS Programs
● Fluid Power Challenge 



After School C.S. Program 
93 Students Registered 
● 30 Union Ridge 
● 50 Giles 
● 2 Pennoyer 
● 12 Ridgewood 



24

Computer Science for GOOD



● Fluid Power Challenge

Supporting the PaCE Framework In K-12



What the PaCE can lead to in high school

● Education Pathway 

● TMA 

● Norridge Gardens

● Cyber Program

● Associate Degree Program 



Education Pathway 

● NEIU EDN 216 Child and Adolescent 
(co-taught with RHS teachers some 
semesters)

● RHS Methodology Course

● Jr. Student Teaching

● Complete a total of 60 observation 
hours by end of senior year.



Education Pathway Program Goals
RHS students will have…

❏ Earned college credit for 2 college courses

❏ Observed all levels of Education

❏ Created and taught a lesson 

❏ Engaged in 2 team-based challenges

❏ Worked with small groups of students and/or tutored individuals

❏ Engaged in a mini student-teaching experience

❏ A clear idea of what subject/level they wish to teach (if they want to 
teach)

❏ A strong understanding of possible career paths in Education



Technical Manufacturing Association (TMA)

● Student go to TMA twice a week 

for 12 weeks

● Second Semester - Paid 

Internship

● Offered full time jobs with 

benefits 



CNA Certification

Virtual Tour

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Ewxd8p9T-ZsmBoMWOvMDNqBil7r0reOf


High School Cyber Program● Cyber 1: Begin your Career in Cybersecurity (No 
experience necessary)

●
Cyber 2: Combination of certification aligned 
experiences, engaging with industry experts

●
Cyber 3: Culmination capstone with internship 
and preparing for College and Careers

High School Cyber Program



2023-24 High School Cyber Program

Total Students 68

Asian = 6
Hispanic = 18

Two or More Races = 2
Free/Reduced = 23

Disability = 4
Females =24



Associate’s Degree
● Save families money
● Save students time
● Provide an opportunity for students to start college with Ridgewood 

support
● Reward students for high rigor and dedication to academics



Thank You
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