
Postsecondary and 
Career Expectations
At the middle school and early high school level, 
the Illinois Postsecondary and Career 
Expectations (PaCE) Framework is designed to 
provide students with guided exploration of 
postsecondary planning and options in a manner 
that is consistent with adolescent development.  
Meaningful participation in postsecondary 
preparation programs requires that students 
perceive college and/or career as possible and 
probable.  Too often, programs are designed to 
serve only students who already have a college-
going or career-oriented identity.  The 
developmental work in the middle school 
framework is intended to prepare students to 
more fully engage with the PaCE Framework 
throughout the critical high school years.  
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