
Postsecondary and
Career Expectations
Each student 
should have an 
individualized 
learning plan to help 
make decisions 
about career and 
postsecondary (PS) 
education or 
training, to plan a 
course of study, and 
to make financial 
aid assessments 
with family 
members.

Illinois Student Assistance Commission
ISAC

By the end of 9th grade By the end of 10th grade By the end of 11th grade By the end of 12th grade

Career Exploration and Development Postsecondary Education Exploration, Preparation, and Selection Financial Aid and Literacy

one or two careers for further
exploration
general salary range of various
career clusters
the relationship between HS
coursework, attendance, and
grades to postsecondary plans
the importance of community
service and extracurricular
activities to postsecondary and
career plans
general cost ranges of various
postsecondary options 

A student should know:

revisit career cluster survey
take career interest survey
complete a course on career
clusters
complete a career plan
create a resume
complete PSAT8/9 testing 
outline a plan for community
service and extracurricular
activities related to postsecondary  
plans

A student should be supported to: A student should be supported to:
complete a course on career
pathways
attend at least one career/college
fair
complete an interest/personality
inventory
select a career pathway within one
career cluster of interest
update career plan
update resume
complete an introductory financial
literacy course
complete Accuplacer testing
complete PSAT10 testing
complete ASVAB testing  
document any community service
and extracurricular activities
related to postsecondary plans

A student should know:
educational requirements, cost,
expected entry level, and midpoint
salary for occupations in selected
career pathway 
introductory financial literacy
information
education pathway required for
chosen career pathway

A student should be supported to:
complete a course exploring chosen
career pathway
attend at least one career fair
complete at least one job
shadowing experience in possible
career cluster of interest
update career plan
update resume
participate in mock job interview
complete a financial literacy course
which includes units on student
loans and interest rates
complete one practice scholarship
application
attend at least one college fair
complete PSAT/NMSQT testing
complete SAT testing
complete AccuPlacer testing  
acquire at least 1 letter of
recommendation
document any community service
and extracurricular activities
related to PS plans
visit 2 postsecondary institutions

A student should know:
application deadlines, test timing,
cost, and preparation for industry-
based certification for career
pathway
educational requirements, cost,
expected entry level, and midpoint
salary for occupations in selected
career pathway 
financial literacy information

A student should be supported to:
complete at least one job
shadowing experience in possible
career cluster of interest
attend a FAFSA completion
workshop with parents
complete FAFSA or waiver
complete the required Consumer
Education course
complete one or more scholarship
applications
visit 3 postsecondary institutions
complete one or more admissions
application to postsecondary
institution
meet with school counselor to
ensure all steps in the
postsecondary admissions process
are completed on time

A student should know:
estimated cost of chosen
postsecondary options
affordability of postsecondary
options in relation to expected
entry-level career salary and
anticipated debt
understand terms and conditions of
scholarships or loans
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By the end of 9th grade

revisit career cluster survey
take career interest survey
complete a course on career
clusters
complete a career plan
create a resume
complete PSAT8/9 testing 
outline a plan for community
service and extracurricular
activities related to postsecondary  
plans

one or two careers for further
exploration
general salary range of various
career clusters
the relationship between HS
coursework, attendance, and
grades to postsecondary plans
the importance of community
service and extracurricular
activities to postsecondary and
career plans
general cost ranges of various
postsecondary options 

A student should know:

A student should be supported to:

Financial
Aid and
Literacy

Career
Exploration

and Development

Post-Secondary
Education

Exploration,
Preparation,

and Selection

9th Grade Career Plan

Community Service Plan:  __________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extracurricular Activity Plan:  ______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My Top 3 Career
Clusters of Interest

General Salary
Range of 

Career Cluster

Postsecondary
Requirements of

Career Cluster

Choice #1:

Choice #2:

Choice #3:

Classes offered at S-V to
support Career Cluster



My Top 3 Careers 
of Interest

Salary of
Career 

Postsecondary
Requirements of

Career 

Choice #1:

Choice #2:

Choice #3:

Classes offered at S-V
to support Career 

By the end of 10th grade

Financial
Aid and
Literacy

Career
Exploration

and Development

Post-Secondary
Education

Exploration,
Preparation,

and Selection

10th Grade Career Plan

Community Service Plan:  __________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extracurricular Activity Plan:  ______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A student should be supported to:
complete a course on career
pathways
attend at least one career/college
fair
complete an interest/personality
inventory
select a career pathway within one
career cluster of interest
update career plan
update resume
complete an introductory financial
literacy course
complete Accuplacer testing
complete PSAT10 testing
complete ASVAB testing  
document any community service
and extracurricular activities
related to postsecondary plans

A student should know:
application deadlines, test timing,
cost, and preparation for industry-
based certification for career
pathways
educational requirements, cost,
expected entry level, and midpoint
salary for occupations in selected
career pathway 
introductory financial literacy
information
education pathway required for
chosen career pathway



Community Service:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chosen Career Pathway:

Salary:      Entry-Level _ ____________________       Midpoint _ ____________________      End-of-Career _______ ______________     

Postsecondary Requirements of Career:

Classes offered at S-V to Support Career: 

By the end of 11th grade

Financial
Aid and
Literacy

Career
Exploration

and Development

Post-Secondary
Education

Exploration,
Preparation,

and Selection

11th Grade Career Plan

A student should be supported to:
complete a course exploring chosen
career pathway
attend at least one career fair
complete at least one job
shadowing experience in possible
career cluster of interest
update career plan
update resume
participate in mock job interview
complete a financial literacy course
which includes units on student
loans and interest rates
complete one practice scholarship
application
attend at least one college fair
complete PSAT/NMSQT testing
complete SAT testing
complete AccuPlacer testing  
acquire at least 1 letter of
recommendation
document any community service
and extracurricular activities
related to PS plans

A student should know:
application deadlines, test timing,
cost, and preparation for industry-
based certification for career
pathway
educational requirements, cost,
expected entry level, and midpoint
salary for occupations in selected
career pathway 
financial literacy information

Cost of Postsecondary Requirements:

Application Deadline for Postsecondary Choice:

Testing Deadline to Apply for Postsecondary Choice:

Extra Curricular Activiites:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Certification Required for Career: 


