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Introductions
Elyse Weller, Director or Financial Aid, 
elyse.weller@siu.edu

Amber Rivers, Associate Director of Scholarships, 
arivers@siu.edu

Lizzie Harper, Program Coordinator for Scholarships 
and Outreach, lizzieharper23@siu.edu
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Estimated Cost of Attendance 2023-2024

Tuition & Fees* $ 13,244
Housing & Meals** $ 12,114

Books & Supplies $ 1, 100

Living Expenses $ 2, 951

Indirect Costs

Total Cost of Attendance $ 29,409

*Based on 2023-2024 estimated resident rates for 15 hours/semester
** Based on 2023-2024 estimated housing rates including Anytime Dining Plan for a Double Room.

***Health Insurance Requirement -Opt out by providing proof of health insurance coverage - Insurance is provided at a cost of 
$2,278/year if no other coverage is available - Financial aid can be applied to health insurance 

Direct Costs



Financial Aid

FASFA Estimated Financial Aid 
Package* Verification

Requirements 
Complete Financial Aid Package

*Based on Information 
provided on FASFA 
Financial Aid will not 

disburse until 
verification is complete



“Better FAFSA, Better Future”
Award Year 2024-25

• Shorter and more user-friendly
• Expanded eligibility for PELL grant per Department of Ed.
• Delayed launch. Historically open October 1
• Projected opening between December 1 – December 30



Studentaid.gov



FSA-ID
Account username and password 

Studentaid.gov

Updates 
• FSA-ID is now required before starting the FAFSA
• Can now create FSA-ID if you do not have a social security number
• Will require a multi-factor authentication login (I.E.DUO)

Who needs an FSA-ID?
 Student
 Spouse(if married) 
 Parents



Student Provides Consent

All persons on the FAFSA must provide

consent for the Department of Education 

to receive tax information or confirmation 

of non-filing status directly from the IRS.



Student Personal Circumstances Section

The student is asked a 
series of questions to 
determine their dependency 
status.



Who’s My Parent Wizard?

Answer questions about BOTH parents if:
• Your parents are living and legally married to each other.
• Your parents are living together and are not married. 
• Your parents are divorced or separated but living together.

Answer questions about ONE parent if:
• Your parent is widowed or was never married.
• Your parents are divorced or separated and not living together. Answer the 

questions about the parent who provided more financial support over the past 12 
months or if they do not support you, answer the questions about the parent with 
the greater income or assets in the questions that follow. *

*If you have a stepparent who is married to the legal parent whose information  
you’re reporting, you must provide information about that stepparent as well. 



Student Invites Parents to FAFSA® Form
 If parent(s) you are reporting are married, ask them if they file taxes jointly or separately.

 Enter personal information about your parent(s) to invite them to your FAFSA® form. 

 If parent(s) are married and file taxes separately, both must complete FAFSA after being invited. If filed jointly only one parent must 

complete.

 Parent(s) must have FSA-ID to sign in and complete.



Verification

• The Federal Government randomly selects FAFSAs each year for 
verification

• Must provide documentation to verify information on FAFSA
• Dependent/Independent Verification Form
• Signed Copy of Federal Tax Return



Outstanding Requirements



Cost Calculator
Southern Illinois University Carbondale



Offer Letter

• A notification will be sent to the 
student’s email listed on the 
Admission Application unless the 
student has registered for class

• After the student is registered for 
class all email correspondence is 
sent to the student's SIU email 
address

• The email will have instructions on 
how to log into SalukiNet to view 
and accept your financial aid offer



Accepting Scholarships & Financial Aid

Salukinet.siu.edu



Federal Direct Loan Limits
Class
Level

Dependent 
Student

Independent 
Student

Freshman:
0-26 Credit Hours

$5,500
No more than $3,500 

subsidized

$9,500
No more than $3,500 

subsidized

Sophomore:
27-55 Credit Hours

$6,500
No more than $4,500 

subsidized

$10,500
No more than $4,500 

subsidized

Junior/Senior:
56+ Credit Hours

$7,500
No more than $5,500

subsidized

$12,500
No more than $5,500

subsidized

• Two Additional Requirements
• Must Complete Entrance 

Loan Counseling
• Must Complete Master 

Promissory Note
• Valid for 10 years

• Complete both at studentaid.gov



Financing the Gap

• Federal Work Study
• Grants

• Map Grant
• Pell Grant

• Additional Loans
• Private
• Parent Plus

• General Scholarship Application
• College and Departmental Scholarships
• Outside Scholarships



Aim High/Saluki Commitment

Our pledge that all New and Transfer students who meet 
certain criteria are guaranteed that tuition and 
mandatory fees be fully covered.

Criteria:
•Be a first-time incoming freshman or transfer enrolling full-time in the 
fall 2021 semester or later.
•Have a cumulative high school GPA of 2.75 or higher, 2.0 transfer gpa.
•Have an annual family income less than $103,040 with assets less 
than $50,000 based on your FAFSA.
•Be an Illinois resident who attended an Illinois high school.
•Be a dependent student under age 24.
•Be eligible for Federal financial aid.



Aim High/Saluki Commitment

WHAT’S COVERED

 Tuition and mandatory fees after all financial aid 
is applied.

 Coverage is guaranteed for eight (four if 
transfer) consecutive semesters

 Total aid will not exceed the cost of tuition and 
mandatory fees, Saluki Commitment is to be the 
last dollar after MAP and PELL.  



Academic Merit Scholarships

New freshmen applicants are automatically reviewed for merit-based scholarships based on qualifying credentials 
at the time of admission. Students will be notified of their scholarship offer by email.

–Saluki Maroon Scholarship : 2.75-2.99 GPA
• $1,500 per year/Total value $6,000

–Saluki Silver Scholarship : 3.0-3.49 GPA
• $2,500 per year/Total value $10,000

–Saluki Gold Scholarship : 3.5-3.79 GPA
• $3,500 per year/Total value $14,000

–University Excellence Scholarship: 3.8
• $5,500 per year/Total value $22,000

scholarships.siu.edu



Competitive Scholarships
Southern Illinois University Carbondale

• Chancellor’s Scholarship
• University Excellence upgrade

How do I apply?

• Admitted to SIU
• Claim network ID and password
• Have University Excellence Scholarship: 3.8 GPA (unweighted)
• Complete scholars program application in Slate by November 1



Additional Scholarship Opportunities
Southern Illinois University Carbondale

$3.4 million awarded last year from generous private donors, friends and alumni of SIU through the 
SIU Foundation.

• Stackable with academic merit award

• Awarded throughout the academic colleges and schools

• Apply in the Saluki Scholarship Portal after admission

• Students matched automatically with awards for which they meet minimum quals.

https://scholarships.siu.edu/


Saluki Scholarship Portal



Outside Scholarships



Financial Aid Office Contact Information

Financial Aid Office and Academic Scholarships
Student Services Building, 2nd floor

1263 Lincoln Drive
Carbondale, IL 62901

Webpage: www.fao.siu.edu
E-mail: fao@siu.edu
FAO Phone:  618-453-4334

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Webpage:    scholarships.siu.edu
E-mail: scholarships@siu.edu
Sch. Phone:  618-453-4628



Thank you!
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
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